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ceat books,” ke sars, “and aot ozly
will you motice growth within onr-
self everyone else will, too”

Ts how he grew from a bor in

tr, & subucban aea sonth of Los
Angeles where minosities _ mainly
Hispanics and Asians _ ontanmber
whites

vou one” Mactiner says before
bounding off to confer with one
of his clerks shont osdesing the
book.
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ing bilingnal and Latino authers,”
the MacAsthor Foundation zaid ia.
announcing his award Monday

“T tell the anthoxs, If yon come
bece, we want to zell yone book
We wast people to read it,” he
says while Selding conpratnlatory
visits and calls from frends. “But
ler's promote zeading. Let's create
a sevolution of readers. We have
the andisnce. We have the popnla-
ton”

To meet Martinez is to see 2
man constandy in motion. Wiy

and  silverkaied, he bomads
asonad his stose, greetiag all cus-
tomers, some by name and some-
times with as embzace. Everything
is 2 reason to get excited, such a3
when 2 yousg man comes ia aad
asks for 2 Spanish-Polish diction-
a7 to help him communicate with
bis emploress.

“What a geeat question! I love
that question] We're going to fad
you one” Mastinez says before
bouading off to confer with one
of bis clecks sbout osdecing the

book.

To those who kaow him, this is
typical Rusben

“He’s lasges thaa Lfe. Actually
when Fou meet him, you think, ‘Ts
this gy for peal?”

But he's troly passionate about
reading and helping the commu-
nity”” savs Ron Rodrigues, the as-
sociate dean of the main libsacan
at Chapmas Usiversity i the city
of Orange

To those who know him, this is
trpical Rusbes

Martinez
From Page 1

Tt's how ke prew from a boy iz
an Arizoma copper-miting tows
into 2 nationally tecognized force
for the written wozd. Pos, Dosto-
evsiy, Hemingyway _ their tales led

Lim tn lern btacsmes Mactnas

But it cot just aboue selling
books. Martines has devoted him-
self to teaching kids to cead at pro-
prams in schools, at his fwo stores
and on 2 weekly Spanish-lnguage

talarsicinn <hoes hemadeact aatinn

ancouacing his award Monday

“T tell the anikors, Tf you come
hese, we want to sell your book.
We want people to ssad it he
says while Belding congratlatory

wicite and ralle fomm friande “Rat
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T T
off in another way.

For his efforts to foster literacy
among Hispanics, Mastinez was
jnst named one of 23 recipients of

1t’s how ke grew from a boy in
an Asizon: coppermining town
into a nationlly recopuized force
for the written word. Poe, Dosto-

Palestinian rocket
kills two children

Associated Press Writer

SANTA ANA, Calif - Ruchen
Mastinez tzades in stosies, 2 mastes
merchant whose zeal for books has
zow made his own story signifi-
caatly cicher.

On television, at book festivals
and athis shop on a sleepy stzest of
disconnt stores in this Largely His-
panic subush of Los Angeles, the

an Asizosa coppermining towa
into 2 nationally recognized force
for the written wozd. Poe, Dosto-
evsky, Hemingway _ their tales led
him to love Lteratore. Martinez
tnened that love iato his Libseria
Martines Books and At Gallery,
which has become one of the na-
tion's largest sellers of Spanish-lan-
guage wocks, in lasge pact dve 1o

beowse the shelves. But just last
weekend, 300 yonngsters and 100
paceats packed the stoce in 2 cha-
otic soene
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ing bilingnal and Latino anthors”
the MacArthoe Fonndation sad in
onncing his award Monday.

“I tell the authoss, Tf Tou come
here, we want to sell your book.
We want people to read it he
saps while felding congeatulatory
visits ad calls from foends. “But
let's promote reading. Let’s ereate
a sevolutton of readers. We have
the andience. We have the popula-

To meer Martinez is to zee 2
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But it's not Just about selling books, Martinez has devoted himself to teaching kids to read at pro

grams in schools, at his two stores and on a weekly Spanish-language television show broadcast

nationally. His store has bacome
Space Plane
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wng bilingual and Latino authors,

the MacArthur Foundatie

announcing his sward Me
tell the authors, ‘If yor
hete, we want 1o scll your book

We want people © read it
s while fielding con
visits and calls from frien
lers promote reading
s wvolution of reac
the andience. We have the populs
tion

To meet Mastines is 1o see
motion. Wiry
und.
g all cur

times with an embeace. Everything
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when a ye man comes in a
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s enployens
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He's lasger than life. Actually
when you meet him, you think, *Is
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3 $500,000 award from the Mac Ar
thur Foundation _ a “genius grant
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ot Chapman University i the city
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