Research Proposal Format

5-8 page document written in future tense

Introduction 

· Establish the purpose and importance of the research.

· Provide a rationale for the study to persuade the reader that the topic is worthy of attention. 

· Justify your use of the particular research tradition for the study.

Research question

· Phrase your investigation as a question that will direct the research focus.

· Include sub-questions you would like answered in the study.

· Tell why this question is appropriate.

Scope

· Discuss the background or past research that sets the stage for an investigation. 

· Identify a theory that will frame the study.

Procedures

· Describe the target population and method of sampling.

· Justify your choice of population and sampling  method.

· Present the techniques you will use for gathering data in this tradition.

· Justify the methods proposed for data collection.

· Explain how data will be collected and the method you will use for analysis.

· Justify the method proposed for analysis

· Tell how you will use triangulation (which type).

Implications

· Describe probably study limitations and/or biases.

· Foreshadow the implications of the study. 

References

· Cite your references using APA style.
Appendix

· Include instruments and/or protocols you will use.

· Attach a subject consent form.

