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1. RQ: Are eye contact and response time reliable predictors of deceptive communication? What is the dependent variable in this research question?

a. deceptive communication

b. eye contact

c. response time

d. nonverbal cues

2. H1: The number of siblings in a family will correlate negatively with the likelihood of completing college. This is a/an:

a. null hypothesis

b. experimental hypothesis

c. nondirectional hypothesis

d. directional hypothesis

3. A researcher examines the effect of mirroring or not mirroring customers’ nonverbal behavior by salespeople and whether it results in increased sales performance. The independent variable in this investigation is:

a. mirroring versus not mirroring

b. sales performance

c. nonverbal behavior

d. eye contact, proxemics, smiling

4. H0: There will be no difference in the age of onset of sexual activity or the rate of STDs between high school sex education programs that emphasize “abstinence only” compared to programs that emphasize “comprehensive” sex education. This is a/an:

a. null hypothesis

b. experimental hypothesis

c. nondirectional hypothesis

d. directional hypothesis
5. In which section of a quantitative investigation would one find information on whether the hypothesis was significant or not, along with any tables or graphs?

a. rationale

b. literature review

c. methods 
d. results
e. discussion

6. A researcher wants to know if people who accumulate a lot of parking tickets also tend to overdraw their checking account, pay their bills late, and have other financial problems. If the researcher counted up the number of parking tickets each subject received in the previous year, the researcher would have:
a. nominal data

b. ordinal data

c. interval data

d. ratio data

7. A researcher codes individuals into the following categories; unmarried, married, legally divorced, married but separated, cohabitating. What kind of data do these categories represent? 

a. nominal

b. ordinal

c. interval

d. ratio

8. A researcher gathers data, but when the data is analyzed it neither confirms nor disconfirms the experimental hypothesis.  This means:

a. the hypothesis was directional

b. the hypothesis was nondirectional

c. the null hypothesis was supported

d. the hypothesis was not testable

e. a research question should have been posed instead

9. All “paper-pencil” measures that ask respondents to rate their attitudes toward a topic on a scale yield:

a. ratio data

b. ordinal data

c. metric data

d. nominal data

e. interval data

10. Which of the following best exemplifies a testable, falsifiable hypothesis?

a. Grades are 
b. The goal of this study is to examine college students’ attitudes toward learning.

c. Illegal immigrants help the U.S. economy more than they hurt it. 

d. Family income is positively related to students' GPA's

e. Life isn’t always a bowl of cherries.

11. If you saw the symbol "H0" or "H0:" in a published study, you would know it referred to a/an:

a. null hypothesis

b. directional hypothesis

c. research question

d. experimental hypothesis

12. Which of the following pieces of “folk wisdom” comes closest to being a testable hypothesis?

a. life is a bowl of cherries.

b. an apple a day keeps the doctor away

c. what goes around, comes around

d. do unto others…
13. Elderly people who complete a yoga class will have lower blood pressure than elderly people who do not take a yoga class. This is a/an:

a. null hypothesis

b. directional hypothesis

c. research question

d. experimental hypothesis

e. insufficient information to tell
14. The “equal likelihood principle” states that:

a. Every participant in an experiment has the same chance of being assigned to either the treatment or control group.

b. A researcher begins a controlled experiment by assuming the null hypothesis and experimental hypothesis are equally probable or true.

c. The likelihood of finding a significant difference is the same, regardless of sample size.

d. Each and every member of a population has the same chance of being selected for inclusion in a sample.  

15. The primary drawback of relying on a “convenience” sample, compared to other types of samples, is that:

a. they are usually more expensive and time consuming.

b. there usually isn’t a complete list of the entire population.

c. there is no assurance the respondents are responding truthfully
d. respondents may not be representative of the larger population they are supposed to represent.

16. Which of the following is a random sample?

a. stratified sample

b. convenience sample

c. purposive sample

d. network sample

e. quota sample
17.  Which type of experimental design always uses random assignment to the conditions in an experiment?

a. pre-experiment

b. quasi-experiment

c. full experiment

d. longitudinal design

e. time series design

18. Which type of experimental design possesses the least amount of control?

a. pre-experiment

b. quasi-experiment

c. full experiment

d. survey research

19.  Ms. Boswell uses phonics to teach her kindergartners how to read.  Ms. Neidemeyer uses whole word recognition to teach kids how to read in her kindergarten class.  At the end of the semester, the reading scores of the two classes are compared to see if one class has outperformed the other.  The best description of this type of design is:

a. pre-experiment

b. quasi-experiment

c. true or full experiment
d. single subject design
20. A limitation or drawback to using a Solomon Four-Group Design is that:

a. it is lacking in control compared to other designs

b. it risks sensitization of subjects to the experimental conditions

c. it lacks random assignment

d. it requires far more subjects compared to other designs

e. it lacks a pre-test

21. Which of the following best represents an “attribute” variable?

a. exposing subjects to a mild, moderate, or strong fear appeal

b. Catholic, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Protestant

c. students’ test scores with and without background music

d. laugh track or no laugh track on a TV sitcom

22. When a researcher assigns subject to conditions based on habits or characteristics they already possess (e.g., smokers versus non-smokers), the researcher is using:

a. intact groups

b. random sampling

c. normative conditions

d. equivalent groups

e. random assignment

23. If a researcher said “Variable Z predicts variable X,” or “Variable Z is correlated with Variable X,” or “Variable Z has a significant effect on variable X,” Z would be the:

a. independent variable

b. dependent variable
c. mediating variable
d. confounding variable

24. In a published experimental study, a description of how the dependent variable was measured would be found in the:

a. introduction/rationale

b. literature review

c. methods

d. results

e. discussion

25. In SPSS one column of data represents:

a. one subject’s scores

b. one variable

c. one independent variable

d. one dependent variable

e. one set of cases

26. Before conducting any research on human participants, the researcher must obtain the participant’s:

a. written permission

b. voluntary informed consent

c. implied consent

d. legal status
27. A key ethical criticism of the Tuskegee Syphilis study is:

a. the results were not kept confidential

b. the data was not collected anonymously

c. lack of beneficence

d. lack of justice

28. If a researcher knows the identities of participants but excludes any identifying information from the final published study, the results are:

a. anonymous

b. confidential

c. private

d. valid

29. A movie theater sells soft drinks in three sizes; small, medium, and large.  Which level of data is represented by these categories?

a. nominal

b. ordinal

c. interval

d. ratio

30. A researcher is investigating female students’ perceptions of sexual harassment on campus.  Unbeknownst to the researcher, the school newspaper has been running a series of stories on the subject of date rape the same week the study is being conducted.  This pitfall is known as:

a. loose procedures

b. sensitization

c. history

d. social desirability bias

e. ceiling effect

31. The mere knowledge on the part of subjects that they are being observed or monitored may alter their natural behavior. This is known as:

a. conceptual fit

b. Hawthorne effect

c. experimenter fudging

d. mindfulness

32. The tendency for an initial measurement to influence a subsequent measurement because of familiarity with the format or the content of the instrument is known as:

a. sensitization

b. acculturation

c. maturation

d. history

e. Hawthorne effect

33. Researchers often shuffle the arrangement of items in a questionnaire to counteract: 

a. maturation

b. intersubject bias

c. social desirability bias

d. sensitization

e. order effects
34. If a researcher were studying marital interaction, the unit of analysis would be:

a. the individual

b. the dyad

c. the group

d. the organization

35. In SPSS, interval and ratio data are both referred to as:

a. string variables

b. scale data

c. ranked data

d. numerical data

36. To assess the reliability of a series of items on a scale, a researcher should use:

correlation

a. Cronbach’s alpha

b. Pearson r

c. Statistics

37. Which of the statements about measurement validity below is most accurate?

a. a measure can be valid without being reliable

b. a measure cannot be valid unless it is reliable

c. a measure cannot be both valid and reliable

d. increasing reliability tends to decrease validity and vice versa
38. Which of the following statements about research ethics is false?

a. All research using human subjects must be reviewed by the CSUF IRB.

b. Participants must be informed about any risks associated with their participation.

c. Anonymous survey research poses no risks to the respondents.

d. participant can opt out of an experiment at any time without penalty.

39. A researcher develops a scale for measuring “shyness,” but must establish that the scale really does measure shyness and not similar constructs such as “introversion” or “communication apprehension.” The researcher’s concern focuses on:

a. validity

b. reliability

c. homogeneity

d. authenticity

Answers: 1a, 2d, 3a, 4a, 5d, 6d, 7a, 8d, 9e, 10d, 11a, 12b, 13b, 14d, 15d, 16a, 17c, 18a, 19b, 20d, 21b, 22a, 23a, 24c, 25b, 26b, 27d (or c), 28b, 29b, 30c, 31b, 32a, 33e, 34b, 35b, 36a, 37b, 38c, 39a
