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1. “Every alligator I’ve ever met seemed friendly.  I guess they are a friendly species.”  This statement exemplifies a/an:
A. faulty cause

B. faulty sign

C. faulty analogy

D. hasty generalization

E. sweeping generalization

2.  Farmer Zeke is talking with Farmer Zeb.  “Every morning, just before sunrise, my rooster crows.  Then the sun comes up.  How do you suppose the rooster makes the sun do that?”  Farmer Zeke is:

A. confusing a necessary cause with a sufficient cause

B. confusing correlation with causation

C. confusing deductive reasoning with inductive reasoning

D. confusing a sweeping generalization with a hasty generalization

3. “Thousands of people have reported seeing UFOs.  When that many people claim to have seen something, the phenomenon must be real.”  The most likely fallacy here is:

A. appeal to the crowd

B. red herring
C. non-sequitur

D. appeal to extremes

4. What is the primary fallacy in the following argument? “Drivers can no longer drive while talking on a hand-held cell-phone.  What’s next?  Will there be a law to ban changing radio stations or eating an In-N-Out burger while driving?  Will there be a law banning nose-picking while driving?” 

A. faulty analogy

B. tautology

C. slippery slope

D. begging the question

E. false dilemma

5. Mistaking one thing or event as a reliable indicator of another thing or event is known as:

A. tautology

B. faulty cause

C. tu quo que

D. red herring

E. faulty sign

6. Which fallacy involves basing a claim on an unstated assumption or premise which has yet to be proven?

A. ad hominem 

B. faulty cause

C. begging the question

D. sweeping generalization
7. Which fallacy is also known as “irrelevant reason” because the claim is irrelevant to, or unsupported by, the evidence or premises purportedly supporting it?

A. to quo que

B. post hoc

C. tautology

D. non sequitur

8. A good way to refute a “slippery slope” argument is:

A. Demonstrate that the first step down the slippery slope has already been taken

B. Show the two alternatives aren’t mutually exclusive

C. Argue that a key term has changed meaning during the course of the argument

D. Argue that the obverse of tradition is change or progress.

9. In the dialogue below, the student is guilty of all but which of the fallacies listed? 

Principle: “You aren’t allowed to wear strapless blouses or tube tops to school.”

Student: “But all my friends said I look good in it.”

Principle: “It is against the dress code, whether your friends like it or not.”

Student: “But the 2nd amendment gives us the right to bare arms.  I have a constitutional right to show off my shoulders.”

Principle: “The 2nd amendment says ‘bear arms,’ as in owning a gun, not ‘bare arms,’ as in strapless or sleeveless clothing.”

Student: “Yeah, but a gun is a lot more dangerous than a strapless blouse.”

Principle: “We don’t allow guns at school either.”

Student: “whatever...”

A. appeal to the crowd

B. equivocation

C. red herring

D. slippery slope
10. If a guy belongs to a fraternity, then he will drink a lot of beer.

Chuck drinks a lot of beer.

Therefore, Chuck belongs to a fraternity

A. invalid

B. valid

C. sound

D. invalid, affirming the consequent

E. invalid, denying the antecedent

11. All clowns are scary
All scary things live in swamps

Therefore, all clowns live in swamps

A. invalid

B. valid

C. sound

D. valid, but unsound

12. All squares have four sides
Some rectangles have four sides
Therefore, some squares are rectangles
A. invalid

B. valid

C. valid, but unsound

D. probably valid
13. Some X are Y

All Y are Z

Therefore, some X are Z

A. invalid

B. valid

C. affirming the consequent

D. denying the antecedent

E. undistributed middle term

14. Analogies can be:

A. valid or invalid

B. fallible or infallible

C. literal or figurative

D. logical or illogical

15. Bigfoot does exist, because according to one so-called Bigfoot expert, “no one has ever proved that Bigfoot doesn't exist.” (Los  Angeles Times, 12/10/06).  This quote represents a:

A. hasty generalization

B. faulty analogy

C. appeal to ignorance

D. ad hominem
16. No horned animals are carnivores*
All Rhinos are horned animals

Therefore, no rhino is a carnivore

A. valid

B. invalid

C. sound

E.  valid, but unsound
*in fact narwhals are horned mammals that live in the ocean and eat fish.
ANSWERS: 1D, 2B, 3A, 4C, 5E, 6C, 7D, 8A, 9D, 10D (and undistributed middle term), 11D (A is correct, too, but D is more complete), 12A (undistributed middle term), 13B, 14B, 15C, 16E (A is correct, too, but E is more complete)
