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Student Activity Report
[Due: Tuesday, 4/29/08]

Goal.  The goal of this assignment is for you to recall, observe and/or use interviewing concepts as they might occur in the real world.  The assignment will culminate in a 6-8 page paper plus a chapter content outline.  Your paper should identify (by label) and demonstrate your understanding of interviewing principles.  Assume that your reader is an intelligent person interested in what you have to write, but one not trained in the principles of interviewing.  There are four options:

· From your text, select one (1) of the following chapters: 5,6,9,10,12,13.  Read it twice then: 1) outline the chapter using standard outline nomenclature [I.A.1.a.] and, 2) complete two of the "student activities" at the end of the chapter.  Write a 6-8 page paper accounting for your experiences and insights about interviewing.

· Carefully read chapter five then outline it using standard outline nomenclature [I.A.1.a.].  Systematically observe two regularly appearing professional media interviewers, e.g., Jim Lerher (PBS), Barbara Walters (ABC), Katie Couric (NBC), Larry King, (CNN) Charley Rose (PBS), to compare and contrast the interviewing concepts and skills they habitually exhibit.  Write a 6-8 page paper accounting for your observations and insights gained about interviewing.  Note:  Please avoid interviewers who are primarily entertainers, e.g., Oprah, Jenny, Jerry, Heraldo, etc.

· Carefully read chapter four then outline it using standard outline nomenclature [I.A.1.a.].  Set up a table in a public place (beach, shopping center, etc) with a sign FREE INTERVIEWS (A Class Assignment) and proceed to interview four persons.  Write a 6-8 page paper accounting for the interviews.  What kinds of interviews developed?  How did you adapt to different situations?  What insights did you gain about interviewing from your experience?

· Carefully read chapter five in your text then outline it using standard outline nomenclature [I.A.1.a.]. Conduct face-to-face probing interviews with two CSUF alumni who graduated in your major at least three years ago.  Interview them for their insights into the value of higher education and your major.  Write a 6-8 page paper accounting for your experiences and insights about interviewing.  Note:  SPCH majors should see me regarding the CTP Network, a rich source of speech communication alumni.







What you should do

· Select option that best suits your interest or curiosity.

· Read your chapter twice and outline it according to standard outlining nomenclature:

I.  ________________

A.  _____________

1.  ____________

a.  ____________    

Note:  Append the chapter outline to your paper (it is not part of the 6-8 pages).

· Generate (but do not submit) a working outline of your paper.  Plan an introduction, body, conclusion, and appropriately placed transitions (or subheadings).  Note:  If your paper has several sections (e.g., two student activities), include them as parts of the body of the overall paper.  

Note:  In your introduction state your option, and include the reason(s) for selecting it. 

Note:  In your conclusion include your insights about interviewing gained from this 

           assignment.

· Based on your outline, write a rough draft of the paper.  Please do not include interview content unless it directly supports some theoretical point you are making.  
· After two days, revise it and write a second draft.

· Have a friend read your second draft and comment on it.  Note: Listen to your friend's comments and impressions without interrupting.  Take notes on what he/she says; do not argue or justify.

· Revise and rewrite.  Read the paper aloud several times.

· Write a penultimate (next to the last) draft.  Edit for correctness (check against Page's Gig List).  Your paper must be double-spaced with one-inch margins, and may not exceed 6-8 pages. 

· Write a final draft.  Staple your pages together.  Please do not place your paper in a plastic binder.

· Do the above, submit your final draft with pride, and expect a high grade
.

Criteria for Grading

· Have the expectations of the assignment been fulfilled
?

· Are the interviewing principles clearly identified?

· Have you demonstrated an understanding of the principles addressed?

· Does your paper contain, and identify, your insights (something new) about interviewing?  

· Is your paper written so and intelligent person could easily read and understand it?

· Is your paper logical, coherent, and well organized?

· Has your paper been carefully proofread and free from mechanical errors (see Page's Gig List)?

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I like these steps, and the last bullet ties the procedure to an outcome all students can identify with—a good grade.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I like having specific criteria like this.  I would tie the first bullet to the “real-life” application (i.e., being interviewed or interviewing someone on the job) you might mention in the goals at the beginning.  E.g., “do you demonstrate an understanding of the principles sufficient to apply them in a professional interviewing situation?”





