RTVF 375

DOCUMENTARY FILM AND TELEVISION
Dr. Larry Ward                                            
 
                    Office: CP-460-27  Phone:714-278‑2627

Office Hours: Wed: 2:00- 5:00 p.m.,Thur.11:00 am-12:00 p.m.                     E-mail: lward@fullerton.edu
Class website: http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lward
COURSE DESCRIPTION
A study of documentary form in film and television, its development, purpose, and current trends.  The class will also examine the requirements necessary to write and produce non‑fiction films for television, business, education and government.

Objectives 

1. To examine the historical development of the documentary.

2. To provide an overview of some of the major documentaries and documentarians.

3. To analyse and compare various styles and approaches in non-fiction film and video.

Textbook (required)

Bill Nichols, Introduction to Documentary, (2001)

Eric Barnouw, Documentary (2nd Revised Edition, 1993)

Both are available in the Titan Bookstore.  Or you can buy both on Amazon for $37.90

at : http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0253214696/qid=1124492928/sr=8-1/ref=pd_bbs_1/002-6273939-2955237?v=glance&s=books&n=507846
Classwork

                   Docurmentary paper or proposal            100 points

                      Midterm exam                                         100 points

                      Final exam                                               100 points
                                      TOTAL                                    300 points

Your grade will be based on the total number of points you accumulate during the semester. Consult the syllabus for dates of tests and the semester project.  Late papers (or projects) will not be accepted.

Tests will contain identification questions, short answers (true/false, multiple choice, matching), and short essays.  Consult the class schedule for dates.  They will cover the readings,lectures and in‑class screenings through the day of the test.  The final exam will be comprehensive, but will be weighted more heavily towards the new material covered after the midterm.  You will need an 882 Scantron and a blue book for both tests.

You have two basic options for the semester project

Write a paper:

1) either a proposal for a documentary you’d like to make or

2) a critical term paper

a) Write a Documentary Proposal

This paper should be a brief typewritten treatment (4-5 pages, dbl-spaced) of your idea for a potential documentary. This paper will be a "selling proposal" (not a script) for a documentary that you are proposing to make.     You will be writing a convincing proposal that explains why the particular topic you have chosen (and maybe the way you are approaching it) would make an outstanding documentary.  Think of me as a reader for the National Endowment for the Arts (or Humanities).   If you succeed in selling me your idea for a documentary, then my foundation will provide all of your funding.  I’m reading hundreds of similar proposals and you need to make yours stand out.

If that kind of paper doesn’t appeal to you then here is your other writing option:

b) Write a Documentary Term Paper

Write a traditional term paper about a documentary of your chosing.  Using Chapter 8 in the Nichols text as your starting point, I want you to write a critical essay about a modern documentary (something made in the last 5 years).   This could be a documentary that you rent or see in the theater or see online.   It needs to be feature length.  The paper must be footnoted (end notes are fine) and should be 4-5 pages in length (not counting the end notes).

A Note About Notetaking

It is possible that the most important "reading" you do in this class is done in the dark‑‑the in‑class:screening of films or tapes. We may see as many as 30‑35 documentaries (or parts thereof) in class.  Your book doesn't mention all of them and when test time arrives it is a tremendous help to have some means of reviving your memory about some short film we saw early in the semester.  If  I were you, I would try to keep an index card on each film (not a long, detailed, scene by scene description) which listed the name of the documentary, the date it was made, the director, perhaps Nichols's mode category (i.e. poet, expository, observational) and/or a line or two description of the the film's basic format, pt. of view, focus, style, use of narration and special film techniques. 

Lecture  notes (in the form of Powerpnt slides) are available at the class website.   There won’t be slides for all class sessions.   Consult the “No slides” handout.   I have both Powerpoint files which will require that you have Powerpoint on your computer and Adobe PDF files which almost everyone can read and print on their computer.   

CLASS SCHEDULE AND READINGS

Jan.   25    Introduction to the class        


                     Defining the form 


     A few examples

Feb.    1  Reporter/Painter       
Read Barouw: Chapters 1-2             Read: Nichols, Chapters 1 -2

                 Robert Flaherty                            


                    *Nanook of the North
                *Berlin:Symphony of a City       


                    *Man with a Movie Camera
Feb.    8   Grierson and British Documentary
            Read: Nichols Chapters 5-6; Barnouw, 85-139

     
     Lorentz and American Documentary

*Nightmail/The River/Plow That ...

Feb.  15  Documentaries in W.W.II                                        Read  Nichols: Chapter 3, Barnouw, 139-171

        
   *Triumph of the Will         *Battle of San Pietro    
*Why We Fight Series:

Feb.  21 Television Documentary                                     Read: Barnouw, pp. 172-197; Nichols, Chapter 4


    TBA

Feb   28  Television Documentary                                  
Read: Barnouw 213‑228; Nichols, chapter 7

              *TBA                                  



*TBA

Mar.    7   Compilation Documentary                                    Read Barnow, pp. 198-212

Mar.   14   Midterm Exam




Writing Treatments/Proposals

Mar.   21   Direct Cinema/Cinema Verite              Read Barnouw, Chapter 5, Nichols, Chapter 8

Mar.   28   SPRING BREAK      No Class

April    4   Cinema Verite                                                        Harlan County, USA                    

April  11   Current trends in verite


           Current Documentaries (TBA)

April  18   Current trends in documentary                            
Read: Barnow, Chapter 6

April  25  Documentary Paper/Proposal DUE
            Read: handouts

May     2   Docudrama                                               
 
 Read: handouts

                 *The War Game                                          


May     9   Current trends in documentary     Review for Final Exam     Read:  TBA

May   16   FINAL EXAM‑‑at 7:30 pm. in our regular classroom
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