Visual Communication Lecture Notes 

Chapter 1: To Sense. To Select. To Perceive. 

“The greatest thing a human soul ever does in this world is to see something. To see clearly is poetry, prophecy, and religion, all in one.” 

John Ruskin, 1819 - 1900 

The Day that Changed Everything: 9/11 


What do you remember? 


What have you forgotten? 

Aldous Huxley 


Brave New World 


Retinal Disease 


The Art of Seeing 


Sensing, Selecting, and Perceiving 


"More you know; more you see." 

Abstract Analysis 


What is the Meaning? 


Graphic Clues 


Symbolic Clues 


Literal and Symbolic Messages 


Words Hold the Answer 

The Visual Communication Circle Dance 

· The more you know; the more you sense (more light will fill your eyes) 

· The more you sense; the more you select (you will notice more) 

· The more you select; the more you perceive (you will understand more) 

· The more you perceive; the more you remember (memory is enhanced) 

· The more you remember; the more you learn (compare and contrast) 

· The more you learn; the more you know (use more of what you see) 

Chapter 2: Light 

“One of my basic feelings is that the mind, and the heart alike . . . 

must be dedicated to the glory, the magic, and the mystery of light.” 

Clarence John Laughlin, 1905 - 1985 

Where does light come from? 


Empedocles 


Alhazen 

What is the speed of light? 


Michelson's Speed Experiment 

Is light particles or waves? 


Sir Isaac Newton 


Thomas Young 


Max Planck 


Albert Einstein 

Electromagnetic Energy 


William Herschel: Unique Temperatures 


James Clerk Maxwell: Came up with the Term 


Heinrich Hertz: Radio Waves


Albert Einstein: Ultraviolet Radiation & 


Nobel Prize 

Curious Nature of Light 


Luminescence 


Luminol 

Why Study Light? 

Chapter 3: Eye, Retina, and the Brain 

“My eyes make pictures when they are shut.” 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1772 - 1834 

Historic Eyes 


At Least 50 Million Years Old 


Eyes for Walking and Safe Eating 

Windows to the Soul 

Physiology of the Eye 


Sclera: White Part 


Cornea: Clear Part 


Iris: Color 


Pupil: Light Enters 


Aqueous Humor: Gel in Front 


Lens: Focuses Image 


Vitreous Humor: Gel for Shape 

The Retina 


Peripheral Field



Movement & Dark Vision 


Fovea Field



Focus & Colors 


Macula lutea and the fovea centralis 


Rods 


Cones 


Evolution of Color Vision 


Color Deficiency Tests 

Optic Nerve: "Blind Spot" 

Optic Chiasma 

The Brain 


Thalamus: Filters Everything Except from Eyes 

Visual Cortex: Images are Processed 

Hippocampus: Long-Term Storage 

Chapter 4: What the Brain Sees: Color, Form, Depth, and Movement 

“A mind that works primarily with meanings 

must have organs that supply it primarily with forms.” 

Suzanne Langer, 1895 - 1985 

Visual Cues 

Visual Literacy 


Biography of David H. Hubel 


Biography of Torsten N. Wiesel 

Color 


Thomas Young & Hermann von 


Helmholtz


Tri-Color Theory: Red, Green, and Blue 


Additive color: 


Red, green, and blue make white light 


Subtractive color: 


Magenta, yellow, and cyan make black 


paint 


The principle of color constancy: Edwin 


Land 


The mind creates color 


Three ways of discussing color 



Objective Color 




Wavelengths 




Temperature 



Comparative Color 




Sky Blue 




Fire Engine Red 



Subjective Color 




Symbolic and Emotional 




Responses 


Floral Industry and Color 

Form 


Dots 



Pointillists and Halftones 



Lines 




A Series of Dots 


Shapes 



Parallelograms 



Circles 



Triangles 



Polygons 

Depth 


Magic Eye Images 


Space 


Size 


Color 


Lighting 


Textural Gradients 


Interposition 


Time 


Perspective 



Illusionary 




Linear 



Geometrical 




Native Artwork 



Conceptual 




Multi-frame 




Pablo Picasso 




Social Dominance 

Movement 


Real: Without media intervention 


Apparent: Motion pictures 


Graphic: The eyes move through a 


design 


Implied: Tricks on the eyes 

Chapter 5: Visual Theories 

“There can be no words without images.” 

Aristotle, 384 - 322 B.C.E. 

Sensual Theories 


Gestalt Theory 



Camouflage 


Constructivism 



Julian Hochberg and Constructivism 



Eye Tracking: The 2000 Butterfly 



Ballot 

Perceptual Theories 


Semiotics 



Ferdinand de Saussure 



Charles Peirce 



iconic signs 



indexical signs 



symbolic signs 



Codes 




Metonymy 




Analogy 




Displaced 




Condensed 


Cognitive 



Memory 



Projection 



Expectation 



Selectivity 



Habituation 



Salience 



Dissonance 




CNN Headline News 



Culture 



Words 

Chapter 6: Visual Persuasion 

“In a world where the rich and powerful can hire 

more and better persuaders, who has the last word?” 

Bill Moyers, 1934 - 

Mixing Advertising, Public Relations, and Journalism 


Benetton 


Shock Advertising: Calvin Klein & Diesel 


Barnardo's 


Journalism Condemnation 


Free Public Relations 


Free Advertising 


Jump in Sweater Sales 


Going too far?: "We, On Death Row" 


Persuasion 



Aristotle 



Ethos: Credible Source 



Logos: Logical Argument 



Pathos: Emotional Appeal 


Propaganda 



Propagating the Faith 



Negative Connotation 

Advertising: Buying Space or Time 


Commercial & Non-commercial 


Advertising Growth: Advertorials & 


Infomercials 


Movie/TV/Web Placements 


Subliminal Appeals: 2000 Bush 


Campaign Ad 

Public Relations


Free Space or Time 


WWI and Rise 


Advertising and PR Firms Combine 


Lobbyists and Spin Doctors 


Journalism and PR 


Most Stories Are from PR Sources 

Journalism: Reporting the News 


Corporate Influences 


Journalism Excesses & Credibility 


OJ Simpson & Clinton/Lewinsky 


Elián González & Gary Condit 


The Drudge Report 


9-11: Sometimes we need excess 

Mixing Advertising, Public Relations, and Journalism 


Back to David Kirby 


Life Mixes Advertising and Journalism 

Chapter 7: Pictorial Stereotypes 

“Whether right or wrong . . . imagination is shaped by the pictures seen.... Consequently, they can lead to stereotypes that are hard to shake.” 

Walter Lippmann, 1889 - 1974 

Stereotyping 


Jerry Lewis 


Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) 


National Center on Disability and 


Journalism 


Dominant Culture in Control 

Media Coverage and Prejudicial Thinking 

Common Stereotypes 


Irish Americans: Drunk & Disorderly 


Jewish Americans: Greedy & Powerful 


African Americans: Criminals & Sex-Crazed 


Latino Americans: Illegal Immigrants & Gangsters 


Asian Americans: Smart & Bad Drivers 


Women: Belong in Home & Sexual Objects 


Gays and Lesbians: Predators & have AIDS 


Native Americans Lazy & Needing Welfare 

Six Perspectives for Analysis 

Personal, Historical, Technical, Ethical, Cultural, and Critical 

Before concentrating on each perspective: 


1). Make an inventory list of everything 


you see. 


2). Notice the compositional elements 


and lighting. 


3). Study the visual cues. 


4). What is the purpose of the image? 

Personal Perspective

Gut Reaction 


Rick Williams' Omniphasism (all in 


balance) 


1). What is the picture's story? 


2). List primary words. 


3). List associative words. 


4). Select most significant associative 


words. 


5). Pair up primary & most significant 


associative words. 


6). Relate word pairs with your own 


feelings. 


7). Relate any inner symbolism. 


8). Write a brief story concerning 


personal insights. 

Historical Perspective 

The image's place in history 

Ask yourself: 

· When do you think the image was made? 

· Is there a specific style that the image imitates? 

Technical Perspective 

Consider the process decisions 

Ask yourself: 

· How was the image produced? 

· What techniques were employed? 

· Is the image of good quality? 

Ethical Perspective

Moral Responsibility 

· Categorical Imperative: A Rule is Followed 

· Utilitarianism: Greater Good Wins 

· Hedonism: Personal Gain 

· Golden Mean: A Compromise 

· Golden Rule: Do Not Add to Grief 

· Veil of Ignorance: Empathy 

Ask yourself: 

Was the image maker socially responsible? 

· Has any person's rights been violated? 

· Are the needs of viewers met? 

· Is the picture aesthetically appealing? 

· Do the picture choices reflect moderation? 

· Is the image maker empathetic with the subject? 

· Can all the image choices be justified? 

· Does the visual message cause unjustified harm? 

Cultural Perspective

Societal Impact 

Ask yourself: 

· What is the story and the symbolism involved with the elements in 

· the visual message? 

· What do they say about current cultural values? 

Critical Perspective

Reasoned Opinion 

Ask yourself: 

· What do I think of this image now that I've spent so much time looking and studying it? 

Chapter 8: Typography 

Johannes Gutenberg 


Born in Mainz 


Fled to France 


Borrowed Heavily 


Hot-Tempered 


"Secret Art" 


Lost in Court 


A Broken Man 


Buried in Mainz 

Gutenberg Bible 


50 Pounds 


Two Volumes 


11 x 16 Inches 


150 on Paper; 30 on Vellum 


48 Exist Today 


1456 


Fust's Mark is in the Book 


Fust Died from the Plague 

Gutenberg's Secret Art 


Acceptable Type Mold 


Removable Type 


Suitable Alloy 


Suitable Ink 


Suitable Paper 


Book-Making 


Converted Grape Press 


All Combined to Create a Commercial 


Press 

Gutenberg's Legacy 


In 50 Years: 



1,120 Print Shops in 17 Countries 



Literacy 



Humanism 



Democracy 



Renaissance 



Dominance of the Word 

"Typography is to writing as soundtracks are to movies." 

Jonathan Hoefler, 1970- 

Personal Perspective 

Typography is Seldom Noticed: 


1. Typefaces that match content, 


2. Sizes for headlines, subheads, 


captions, cutlines, and the body of 


the text, 


3. Color for the words, 


4. Fonts used (italics, boldface, reverse, 


and so on), 


5. Length and width of the text blocks, 


6. Justification (left, right, centered, or 


fully justified), and 


7. White space between individual 


letters (kerning), lines of type 


(leading), and columns of type (alleys). 

Historical Perspective 


History of Writing 


Cave Paintings 


Sumerian Cuneiform 


Egyptian Hieroglyphics 


Chinese Letters 


Phoenicians 


Greek Symmetry 


Romans 


Hot Type 



Richard Hoe's Press 


Cold Type 



Photo and Digital Typesetting 

Technical Perspective 


Typeface Families 



Blackletter 



Roman 



Script 



Miscellaneous 



Square Serif 



Sans Serif 


Typeface Attributes 



Size 



Color 



Font 



Text Block Size 



Justification 



White Space 

Ethical Perspective 


Readable versus "Garbage Fonts" 


Appropriation and Theft 

Cultural Perspective 


Pre-Gutenberg Era 



Words as Pictures 


Gutenberg Era 



Printing and Word Dominance 


Industrial Era 



"Dark Ages" 


Artistic Era 



Art Movements 


Digital Era 



Desktop and Online Publishing 

Critical Perspective 


The best typographical designs match 


the mood of the aesthetics with 


the content of the piece. 

Future Directions 

Web Zines and Book Publishing 

Chapter 9: Graphic Design 

Saul Bass 


Born, 1920, NYC 


Bauhaus 


Warner Bros. 


Howard Hughes and RKO 


Bass/Yaeger Agency in 1952 


Died, 1996 

Saul Bass' Work 


Posters and Title Credits 


Champion, 1949 


Ocean's Eleven, 1960 


Casino, 1995 

Film Work 


Psycho: Storyboards, 1960 


Why Man Creates: Oscar, 1968 

Logos 


Quaker Oats 


AT&T 

"Design is thinking made visual." 

Saul Bass, 1920 - 1996 

Personal Perspective 

As with typography, multivariate 

decisions are often overlooked by a 

viewer 

Historical Perspective 

Pre-Gutenberg, pre 1456 


Egyptian Books of the Dead 


Greek and Roman Symmetry 

Gutenberg Era, 1456 - 1760 


Printing 

Industrial Era, 1761 - 1890 


Steam Presses 


Lithography, 1813: Senefelder 


Photography, 1826: Niépce 


Advertising 

Artistic Era, 1891 - 1983 


Halftone Printing, 1880 

Art Movements 

Digital Era, 1984 - Present 


Desktop Publishing, 1984 


World Wide Web, 1994 

Technical Perspective 

Design Suggestions: 


Contrast 



Color 



Size 



Symbolism 



Time 



Sound 


Balance 



Symmetrical 



Asymmetrical 


Rhythm 



Arrangement 



Number of Elements 


Unity 



Related Content 



Stylistic Consistency 

Ethical Perspective 


Utilitarianism or Hedonism? 


Pictorial Stereotypes 


Harmful Products 


Appropriation of Designs 

Cultural Perspective 

Free Form Styles 


Single Frame TV Shows 

Art Nouveau, 1890 


Henri Toulous-Lautrec 


Will Bradley 


Maxfield Parrish 

Dada, 1916 


Marcel Duchamp 


Sergei Eisenstein 


George Herriman 

Art Deco, 1925 


Erte 


Chrysler Building 


Miami Beach 

Pop Art, 1955 


Andy Warhol 


Robert Frank 


Peter Max 

Post Modern 


Punk, 1978 


New Wave, 1982 

Hip Hop, 1990 

Grid Approaches 


Single Camera TV Shows 

De Stijl, 1917 


Piet Mondrian 


Stefan Lorant 


Mario Garcia:Modular Design 

Bauhaus, 1919 


Paul Klee 


Gyorgy Kepes 


Laszlo Moholy-Nagy 

Critical Perspective 

A "good" design makes sense to its audience 

Future Directions 

Teleputers 

Virtual Reality 

Chapter 10: Informational Graphics 

USA Today 


Weather Map 


Allen Neuharth 


Gannett Newspaper Chain 


George Rorick 


Eye-catching, 


Easy to Read, and National 

Weather Maps 


Edmond Halley 


Newspaper Fad 


NASA Satellites 


TV Weather 


Weather Channel 

"The task of the informational graphics designer 

is to give visual access to the subtle and 

the difficult, that is, the revelation of the complex." 

Edward Tufte, 1942 - 

Personal Perspective 

Satisfies the journalism mission to educate 

Explains the "why" and "how" of a story 

Converts data into more understandable formats 

Historical Perspective 

Sumerian Clay Maps 

Greek Cartography 

Chinese Maps 

Three Pioneers 


William Playfair 



Business Graphs 


Dr. John Snow 



Health Concern 



Cholera 


Charles Minard 



Napoleon's Defeat 

Infographics in Newspapers 


To Help Explain Wars Computer 


Proliferation 

Technical Perspective 

Statistical Infographics: 

Convert Numbers to Pictures 


Charts or Graphs 



Line, Relational, Pie, Pictographs 


Data Maps 



Snow and Minard 



Weather Maps 

Non-Statistical Infographics: 

Arranges Data into Pleasing Aesthetics 


Fact Boxes & Tables 


Non-Data Maps 



Locator & Explanatory 



Projection Controversy 




Gerhard Mercator, 1569 and 




Arno Peters, 1974 


Diagrams 


Miscellaneous 



Courtroom Drawings 



TV Schedules, Icons & Logos 



Flow Charts, Time Lines, & 



Illustrations 

Ethical Perspective 

Inaccurate Charts 

Inappropriate Symbolism 

Chartjunk 

Cultural Perspective 

Be Clear about the Cultural Context of Signs 

Critical Perspective 

Computers Make Production Too Easy 

Infographics Should Be Filled with Content 

Future Directions 

More, not Fewer Informational Graphics in All Media 

Chapter 11: Cartoons 

"The Simpsons" 


Matt Groening 


Son of Homer 


"Life in Hell" 


Tracey Ullman 


James L. Brooks 


Sam Simon 


Marketing Genius 

First Aired 12/89 


Working Class Heroes 


Example of Social Satire 


"Itchy and Scratchy" 


Syndicated, 1994 


Made in Korea 

Longest Running Cartoon on TV 

"I've never canceled a subscription to a newspaper because of bad cartoons. If that were the case, I wouldn't have any newspapers or magazines to read." 

Richard Nixon, 1913 - 1994 

Personal Perspective 

Not Considered Serious 

One of the Oldest Forms of Communication 

One of the Most Complicated Art Forms 

Historical Perspective 

Single-Framed Cartoons 


Caricatures 



Cave Drawings 



Egyptian Artwork 



Pompeii 



Leonardo da Vinci 



The Carracci Siblings 



Al Hirschfeld 


Editorial 



William Hogarth: A Harlot's Progress 



Benjamin Franklin: "Join or Die" 



James Gillray: "Little Boney" 



Thomas Nast: Boss Tweed 



Bill Mauldin: "Willie and Joe", WWII 



Herbert Block: Civil Rights Era 



Paul Conrad: Present Day Issues 


Humorous 



Sigmund Freud, 1905 



The New Yorker, 1925, Harold Ross 



Charles Addams 



Gary Larson 

Multi-Framed Cartoons 


Egyptian Paintings 


Greek Vases 


Japanese "Continuity Paintings" 


Bayeux Tapestry, 1067 


Flip Books 


John Newberry's Children Books, 1744 


Comic Strips 



W. Busch's "Max and Moritz,'' 1865 



R. Outcault's "Yellow Kid", 1895 



Hearst's and Pulitzer's Cartoon War 



G. Herriman's "Krazy Kat," 1915 



Buck Rogers, 1929 



George Schulz's "Peanuts," 1950 



Robert Crumb's "Fritz the Cat", 1968 



G. Trudeau's "Doonesbury", 1970 

Comic Books 


Jemmy Catnach, 1820 


Max Gaines, Cheap Little Books, 1930 


Superman, 1939 


William Gaines 



MAD Magazine, 1954 


Art Spiegelman's MAUS, 1987 


Japanese "Manga" 


Motion Picture Comic Heroes 

Animated Films 


George Melies 



A Trip to the Moon, 1902 


Walt Disney 



Snow White & Beauty and the Beast 


Chuck Jones & Tex Avery 



"Looney Tunes" 


Hanna and Barbera 



"The Flintstones" & "The Jetsons" 


John Lasseter 



Toy Story & Monsters, Inc. 


Japanese "Anime" 

Technical Perspective 

Frames: Word Placement 

Settings: Simple or Complex 

Characters: Crude or Sophisticated Drawings 

Motion Lines 

Typography: Readers Become Actors 

Balloons 

Types of Animation 


Cel 



Looney Tunes & Disney Productions 


Object 



Willis O'Brien & Ray Harryhausen 



George Pal, Henry Selick, & Nick 



Park 



Will Vinton & Terry Gilliam 


Combined Live Action and Animation 



Who Framed Roger Rabbit

Ethical Perspective 

Marketing to Children 

"Yellow Kid" fans to Monsters, Inc. backpacks 

Stereotypes Supported 

Racism during WWII 

Political Messages 


"Li'l Abner," "Pogo," and "Doonesbury" 

Inappropriate Themes 


Sex and Violence: Conflict over 


Compromise 

Cultural Perspective 

Our First Introduction to Reading 

Symbols Change with the Times and Culture 

Critical Perspective 

A Sophisticated Art Form Worthy of Serious Study 

Future Directions 

Cartoonists as Rock Stars 

Concerns Over Harm to Society 

Chapter 12: Photography 

“The Migrant Mother” 

Florence Thompson Portrait 

Dorothea Lange 


Columbia University 


San Francisco Photographer 


Paul Taylor Collaboration 


Joined the FSA 


One Shot Wonder? 


Life Magazine 

Florence Thompson 


32-years old 


Five Children 


Nipomo, CA Camp 


Bitterly Complained 


Died of Colon Cancer 


Received Public Support 

Is Thompson worried about the future, or wishing Lange would leave? 

"I would willingly exchange every single painting of Christ for one snapshot." 

George Bernard Shaw, 1856 - 1950 

Personal Perspective 

· Our First Visual Imaging Machine 

· Frozen Memories of Time, Space, and Relationships 

· Reminds of Watching versus Participating 

Historical Perspective 

Camera Obscura 


Aristotle & Alhazen 

Nine Main Photographic Processes 


Heliography, Joseph Niépce, 1826-7 


Daguerreotype, Louis Daguerre, 1939 


Calotype, Henry Talbot, 1839 


Wet-Collodion, Frederick Archer, 1851 


Color Materials 



James Clerk Maxwell, 1861 



Lumière Brothers, 1903 


Gelatin-Bromide 



Richard Maddox, 1871 



Eadweard Muybridge, 1878 



George Eastman, 1888 


Holography 



Dennis Gabor, 1947 


Instant (Polaroid) 



Edwin Land, 1948 


Digital 



Sony Mavica, 1984 

Technical Perspective 

Lens Type 

Lens Opening 

Shutter Speed 

Film Type 

Camera Type 

Lighting 

Print Quality 

Ethical Perspective 

Victims of Violence 

Rights to Privacy 

Picture Manipulation 


The Accidental Tourist Stereotypes 


Commercial Influences 

Cultural Perspective 

Portraits 


Julie Margaret Cameron, Diane Arbus, 


& Richard Avedon 

Paintings 


Oscar Rejlander, Henry Robinson, & 


Vicki Alexander 

Landscapes 


Timothy O'Sullivan, Ansel Adams, & 


Harry Callahan 

Artists 


Alfred Stieglitz, Yasumasa Morimura, & 


Sandy Skoglund 

Documentarians 


Jacob Riis, Lewis Hine, & Mary Ellen 


Mark 

Critical Perspective 

· Photography did not cause the death of painting 

· Tells stories sometimes better than words alone 

· Pictures entertain, educate, disturb, and persuade 

Future Directions 

Digital Camcorders 

The Importance of the Still Moment 

Chapter 13: Motion Pictures 

Citizen Kane 


Opened April, 1941 


Considered the Best Film Ever Made 

Cast and Crew 


Orson Welles 


Joseph Cotten 


Agnus Moorehead 


Herman Mankiewicz, Screenwriter 


Robert Wise, Editor 


Vernon Walker, Special Effects 


Bernard Hermann, Music 


Gregg Toland, Cinematographer 

Financial Disaster because of Controversies 

Orson Welles 


Born in Wisconsin 


"Boy Genius" 


Abbey Players of Ireland 


Mercury Radio Theatre 


Hired by RKO 


Given Complete Independence 


Considered a Trouble-Maker 


"Tonight Show" Appearances 

Technical Innovations 


Images and Words Combine 


Deep Focus 


Ceilings in Shots 


Optical Effects 


Sound Effects 

Independence Seldom Seen Again 

Link with Hearst was Controversial 

Any Brilliant Work of Art is a Composite of Many Stories: 


How the work was made, the people 


involved, the work itself, and 


the work's legacy. 

"A film is never really good unless the camera is an eye in the head of a poet." 

Orson Welles 

Personal Perspective 

· Capture our Imagination 

· Many Terms Describe the Medium: Movies, Film, Cinema 

· Tell Human Stories we Respond To 

· Theaters are Magical Places 

· Fun to Watch with Other People 

Historical Perspective 

Gelatin-Bromide Photo Process

George Eastman's Innovation 

Thomas Edison's Kinetograph, 1891 


Individual Viewing for Fictional Dramas 

Auguste and Louis Lumière, 1895 


Audience Viewing for Documentaries 

George Méliès, A Trip to the Moon, 1902 

Action-Adventures 


Edwin Porter's The Great Train 


Robbery, 1903 

D.W. Griffith's The Birth of a Nation, 1915 


First Full-Length Feature 


Tremendous Cost 


Ku Klux Klan 


National Protests 


United Artists Created, 1919 

Silent Era 


Movies Became a Business 


Directors Learned the Craft 


Mack Sennett & Hal Roach 


Cecille B. DeMille & Sergei Eisenstein 


Charlie Chaplin & Buster Keaton 


Star System Established in California 


Mary Pickford: $1 Million a Picture or 


$10 Million in Today's Dollars


Numerous Scandals 


Pickford/Fairbanks & Roscoe Arbuckle 


Academy Awards Established, 1929 

Sound 


Vitaphone (Disk): Warner Bros. 


The Jazz Singer, 1927 


Digital Theater Systems (DTS): Jurassic 


Park, 1993 

Sony Dynamic Digital Sound (SDDS): The Last Action Hero, 1993 


Phonofilm (Film): 20th Century Fox 

Color 


Tinted: The Great Train Robbery 


Kinemacolor: The World, the Flesh and 


the Devil, 1914 


Technicolor: The Black Pirate, 1926 


Cartoons: Flowers and Trees, 1933 


Public's Acceptance: The Wizard of Oz, 


1939 

Widescreen 


Cinerama, 1952 


CinemaScope (Panavision), 1953: The 


Robe 


Imax and Omnimax 


Letterbox 

Paramount Antitrust Ruling, 1948 

Concerns about Content 

Blacklisting: HUAC, 1951 

Communist, Sci-Fi/Atom Bomb, Teenage Angst Movies 3D and "B" 

Movies for Drive-Ins 

Fall of Single Theaters 

Hollywood Adapts with TV

Technical Perspective 

Visual Considerations 


The Shot: Static or Dynamic, Objective 


or Subjective 


Film Stock Choices: Color or Black and 


White 


Text: Credits, Headings, and 


Translations 


Special Effects: Backscreens and Digital 

Audio Considerations 


Speech: Narration and ADR 


Music: Sets the Mood 


Noise: Wild Sound, Foley, and the Lout 


behind You 

Ethical Perspective 

Stereotypes 


African Americans, Arabs, Native 


Americans, and Women 


Sex and Violence 


More Explicit than Mainstream 


Television 

9-11 Attacks Effect 


Movies Postponed, Rewritten, Edited, or 


Canceled Collateral Damage, Men in 


Black 2, Zoolander, Nosebleed 

Many Movies Produced for Overseas Market 

Cultural Perspective 

myths and symbols of a culture are 


employed by directors 

comedy: Some Like it Hot/Cats & Dogs 

crime: Basic Instinct/LA Confidential 

epic: Malcolm X/Elizabeth 

horror: Frankenstein/Hannibal 

musical: The Sound of Music/Glitter 

romance: Casablanca/You've Got Mail 

science fiction: 2001/Lost in Space 

social impact: The Grapes of Wrath/Smoke 


Signals 

thriller: Jurassic Park/Along Came a Spider 

war: Saving Private Ryan/Apocalypse Now 


Redux 

western: Stagecoach/Unforgiven 

Critical Perspective 

Motion Pictures Adapt to Competition 

As a Business, Bottom Line is Stressed-- 

Few Mainstream Movies Break New Ground 

Look for Quality Motion Pictures 

Future Directions 

Continued Rise in Independent Movies 

Better Food, Seats, and Other Inducements 

Motion Rides at Theme Parks 

Movies on Large, High Quality Home Sets 

Chapter 14: Television and Video 

Reality Television
Besides traditional genres (news, sports, talk): 

Documentary

Historical Re-Creation  

Dating

Law Enforcement/Military 

Makeovers

Life Changes

Docusoaps

Hidden Camera

Game Shows

Spoofs

Talent Searches  

Fantasies Fulfilled

Reality Television History

"Candid Camera," 1948, Allen Funt 

"An American Family," 1973, PBS 

Actor and Writer Strike, 1988 

"Cops," 1989

George Holliday video of Rodney King, 1991 

"The Real World," 1992 

"Survivor," 2000 

Mark Burnett
Born in England, 1960  

Paratrooper 

Came to US in 1982 

Odd Jobs-Selling 

"Eco-Challenge," 1995

“Survivor,” 2000, for CBS  

"The Apprentice" for NBC 

"The Casino" for Fox 

"The Contender" for NBC 

"Commando Nanny" for WB

Analysis of “Survivor”
Schadenfreude: Misfortune of others 

Wide range of contestant backgrounds

Brutal shooting and editing schedule

Product tie-ins 

Re-enactments and set-ups

Editing increases drama 

Surge in non-scripted television 

"Curb Your Enthusiasm”

“Crank Yankers” 

"Reno 911”

“All-Reality Network” from FOX

"It is difficult to produce a television documentary that is both incisive and probing when 

every twelve minutes one is interrupted by twelve dancing rabbits singing about toilet paper.” 

Rod Serling, 1924 - 1975

Personal Perspective 

Easy to Criticize: Chewing Gum for the Eyes 

Always the Promise of a Better Program 

Part of our Culture and Society 

Most Important and Pervasive Medium 

But How will it Change with the World Wide Web? 

Historical Perspective 

Mechanical Scanning 


Paul Nipkow, 1884 


Charles Jenkins, 1923 

Electronic Scanning 


Allen Dumont and the Cathode Ray 


Tube, 1920 


Phil Farnsworth, high school student, 


1922 

RCA and David Sarnoff, 1932: From a 60 to a 441-line Image 

Television: Seeing and hearing by radio New York World's Fair, 1939 

1940s 


FCC Regulation 


Networks Begun 


WWII Freeze 

1950s 


"Golden Age" 


Dominance of Medium 


Game Scandals 


Blacklisting 

1960s 


Cable and Video Introduced 


Violence and Stupid Shows Criticized 


News Coverage Praised Satellites 


Employed 

1970s 


FCC becomes more Aggressive 


Spin-Offs are Popular 


TV Criticism Continues 

1980s 


Cost-Cutting Concerns 


Buy-outs from Unrelated Companies 


Mergers with Movie Studios 

1990s and Beyond 


News Coverage Issues: 2000 Election 


and 9-11 


One Billion Sets Worldwide 


Networks in Decline with Competition 


from Cable 


New Media Delivery Methods and 


Equipment 

"I Love Lucy" and Reruns 

Videotape 


Charles Ginsberg, 1956 


Ampex System 


West Coast News 


Hand-Held Equipment 


Reality-Based Ethical Problems 


Rentals Helped Movies, not TV 

Technical Perspective 

Cameras 


Scanned Images 

Transmission Modes 


Air 



Broadcast 



Satellite 


Earth 



Coaxial Cable 



Fiber Optics 

Receivers 


525 Lines (US) or 625 Lines (Euro) 


HDTV or DTV (Digital Television) 

Ethical Perspective 

Ratings: Almost Anything to Bring in Viewers 

Stereotypes: Any Group Can Find Offense 

Sexual and Violent Themes: 

But Most Broadcast Shows Are Not Violent 

Cultural Perspective 

Theatre, Radio, Motion Pictures, and Comic Books 

Familiar Stories in Serial Form Brought Home 

Critical Perspective 

· All Other Media Suffered, But Not Out 

· Television as Baby Sitters 

· Wars and Tragedies Diminished 

· Social Problems Exaggerated 

· Finding Quality is a Viewer's Responsibility 

Future Directions 

Television in Movie Theaters 

Home Teleputers Linked to the World Wide Web 

Chapter 15: Computers 

Computer-generated Images 

Edward Zajac at Bell Labs, 1963 

2001, 1968 

Futureworld, 1976 

Star Wars, 1977 

Tron, 1982 

"Sharkey's World," 1984 

Labyrinth, 1986 

Jurassic Park, 1993 

Toy Story, 1995 

Twister, 1996 

The Matrix, 1999 

Monsters, Inc., 2001 

Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within, 2001 

James Cameron 

Born in Canada 

Grew up in Brea, California 

Worked for Roger Corman 

The Abyss, 1989 

Terminator 2, 1991 

Titanic, 1997 

"Dark Angel," 2002 

Terminator 3, 2002 

"Any significantly advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic." 

Arthur C. Clarke, 1917 - 

Personal Perspective 

· A Dominating Technology 

· Almost Invaluable 

· Symbolic of a New Age 

· Access, Privacy, and Many Other Concerns 

· The Potential is Still Largely Unknown 

Historical Perspective 

Charles Babbage 


Analytical Engine, 1834 

Herman Hollerith 


Census Bureau, 1890 


CTR Company 


Thomas Watson 

IBM, 1924 


Thomas Watson, Jr. 

Mark I, 1948: CRT Display 

UNIVAC, 1950: Presidential Election 

SAGE System, 1955: The Workstation 

Transistors 


Shockley, Braittain, and Bardeen, Nobel 


Prize, 1956 

Jack Kilby, Integrated Circuit Board, 1958 

Minicomputers 

Altair Computer, Edward Roberts, 1975 

Microsoft: IBM DOS and Windows 


Bill Gates: $60 Billion Plus & Anti-Trust


Paul Allen: Charter Communications

Apple Computers 


Stephen Wozniak and Steven Jobs 


Apple II, 1977 


Macintosh, 1984 


iMac, 1999 & New "lamp-like" Design

Technical Perspective 

Memory and Storage 


Bits, Bytes, and Gigas 


RAM (internal), ROM (operating), and 


Flash (quick updating) 


Floppies, Zips, CD-R, and DVD-R 

Central Processing Unit 


Clock or Chip Speed 


"Superdrive" for the Macintosh G4 


Pentium 4 


One Billion Bits a Second 

Switching Devices 


Connectors: Fancy Electrical Cords 


SCSI and USB 

Peripherals 


Incoming: Keyboard, Mouse, Tablet, 


Voice, Scanners 


Outgoing: Monitor, Printer 


Interactive: Touch-Screens, Modems 

Software 


Word, QuarkXPress, PhotoShop, Final 


Cut Pro, and Dreamweaver 

Physical Concerns: Radiation and Carpal 


Tunnel 

Ethical Perspective 

Violent Themes 


Mortal Kombat & Doom 


WTC Attacks and Concerns Sexual 


Themes 

Sex Drives Media 


"Teledildonics" 


Virtual Valerie 


Children Representation Concerns 

Image Manipulations 


Commercial and Journalism Concerns 

Cultural Perspective 

Computer Nerd Stereotype is Fading 

But a Fear of Virtual Reality Remains 

Critical Perspective 

Reflect on Culture 

Cannot Solve All Problems 

Equal Access is Vital 

Future Directions 

Teleputers 

Chapter 16: The World Wide Web 

Google
A Noun and a Verb

Simple and Fast

“Googlewhacking” and “Google Fight”

Google Parodies

Sergey Brin & Larry Page

Met at Stanford University

Created Software in a Garage for a Class Project

Googleplex with 2,000 Employees

“Don’t Do Evil”

A Brief History of Searching
Vedic Period, India, 1500-326 BCE: 

Divided Values into Four Types

Dharma (Law/Ethics)

Artha (History/Sciences)

Kama (Arts/Literature)

Moksha (Spirituality/Philosophy)

Carolus Linnaeus, 1735

Taxonomy for Living Things

Thomas Jefferson, 1812

Books Divided into Memory, Reason, and Imagination

Melvil Dewey, 1876

Founder of the Modern Library

“Archie,” 1990

McGill University, Montreal

“Gopher,” 1991

University of Minnesota

“Yahoo!,” 1994

David Filo & Jerry Yang

Second Biggest First-Day Stock Offering in History

Inspired Other Engines

“Ask Jeeves”

“Teoma”

“Mooter”

Analysis of Google

Most Popular Because Easy to Use

Good use of Graphic Design

Mixes Searching with Advertisements

Privacy Concerns with Gmail

71 Percent of 7-12 Graders Use Internet as Main Source

What is Missed When only the Web is Searched?

"The World Wide Web is the most important single 

outcome of the personal computer. It is the 

Gutenberg press that is democratizing information." 

Bill Atkinson, 1942 - 

Personal Perspective 

· A Valuable Resource for Information, Entertainment, and 

· Commercialism 

· The Immediacy of Radio and Television 

· The Totality of Information of Print 

· The Visual and Audio Qualities of Motion Pictures 

· But it is Somehow More than All of Those Media Combined 

Historical Perspective 

Dr. Vannevar Bush and the "Memex," 1945 


ARPAnet Changed to Internet, 1983 

Interactive Multimedia 


CD-ROM Games, Promotions, 


Educational Information 


Videotex Systems: Over Television 



Ceefax: Britain, 1974 



Minitel: France, 1981 



Viewtron: US, 1981 


Bulletin Boards: Uses the Telephone


America Online, CompuServe, & 


Prodigy 

World Wide Web 


Tim Berners-Lee, CERN (Switzerland) 


Marc Andreeson, Mosaic, 1993 

Microsoft in the Courts 


"Browser Wars," Internet Explorer vs. 


Netscape 


Partial Settlement, 2002 

Media Convergence 

Telecommunications Act, 1996: Carriers Can Run Content 

Stock Market Crashes

"Dot Com" Shake-Up 

Over 200 Million Use the Web Worldwide 

Technical Perspective 

Web Protocol: HyperText Markup Language (HTML) 

Web Site Credibility Checklist: 


Authority: Who Created the Site? 


Accuracy: Are Sources Easily Checked? 


Objectivity: Are Ads Separate from 


News Content? 


Currency: Are Files Updated? 


Coverage: Is the Subject Covered Well? 

In addition, does the Site: 


Download Quickly, Use Professional 


Graphic Choices, and 


Contain Useful Information? 

Ethical Perspective 

Free Speech vs. Censorship 


Hate Speech and Pornography 

Privacy Concerns 


TiVo Snooping, Encryption, "USA Patriot 


Act," 2001, and Cookies 


JenniCam, 1996 

Access Considerations 


Sharing Costs, Availability for All 

Accessibility Issues 


Americans with Disability Act (ADA) 


Web Accessibility Checkers: Bobby 

Cultural Perspective 

Commercial Sites are the Most Popular 

AOL Time Warner Site is Number One 

Find Your Own Web through Bookmarks 


Save Your Personal Choices 

Critical Perspective 

After 9-11 Attacks: Survey Found Web Helpful 

How Do You Use the Web? 


Rotten.Com or Take Online Classes? 

Future Directions 

Little Difference Between: 

Newspapers, Television, and Web Portals 

NVR (Networked Virtual Reality) and Teleputers 

Chapter 17: The More You Know; The More You See 

Pictures are Learned before Words 


We're Seldom Taught to Read Images 

We Live in a Picture Filled World 


Images are Culturally Specific 


But there are Some that Cross 


Boundaries 

Deeply Personal Visual Messages 


President Kennedy assassinated, 1963 


Challenger explosion, 1986 


Murrah federal building destroyed, 1995 


World Trade Center's twin towers 


destroyed, 2001 

The Key for Communicators: 


Use Words, Pictures, and Designs in 


Equally Respectful Ways 

Light is the Link 


The light of day, 


The light of reason, and 


The light of compassion 

The More you Know: 


The more you hear, the more you smell, 


The more you taste, the more you feel, 


The more you see, and the more you 


are you. 

