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More than 75 million Americans will log on to the Web for the first time this year. They’ve read about it, they’ve heard about it, their kids have been yammering at them to get connected. It’s time to give in. But even as they sign up with their local ISP, even as they download software, they’re clueless. And they know it. You can’t name an activity, a social issue, or a cultural assumption that hasn’t been transfigured by the new communications technologies. The mainstream media cover those changes piecemeal, in sound bites and print snippets, as though somehow those 75 million tech-newbies will put all the puzzle pieces together and understand intuitively how profoundly the Web alters their lives. But the media don’t. They can’t. And to date, nobody is doing it for them.

Instead of concentrating, as this class has done in the past, on such topics as “how a computer or a satellite works” or “which DTV to buy,” this class will address in an anecdotal, but substantive way, topics that illustrate the impact of technology on our lives.

This course is about understanding the big deal. It’s about being able to talk with some level of insight about how the Web is affecting politics, business, education, media, art, and yes, even falling in love.

Engaging the News. The main working concept for this course is based on programming developed by (mainly) print website designers that use interactive software to create activities and games that help users connect with the information contained within a news article (a story about the National Spelling Bee has the game “Hangman” connected with it, for example). With this class, I want to explore with you how the notion of engaging the news can be used for stories and information that applies to all the concentrations. Through this process, we might even learn what the future of the Web may be.

Course Details

· Late work will not be accepted. 
· Papers for this class should be written in 12pt type, double-spaced, and with one-inch margins. 
· Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated and may be subject to severe disciplinary action. For more information on these issues see www.plagiarism.org. 
· This class will require you to complete Discussion Board (DB) assignments, the Mid-Term exam, and we may participate in class discussions using the Blackboard course software. For online discussions, you need to have the latest Java plug-in installed on your computer and be sure and turn off any pop-up blockers you might have on your Web browser. If at any time you have technical difficulties, contact the professor or the help desk at 278-7777. 

· Go to the class on Blackboard and change (if needed) the E-mail address to the one you usually use in case I need to contact you. (Tools > Personal Information > Edit Personal Information).

· There is NO required book for this class. Readings will be available on Blackboard.

Grading

Position Papers (10): 

20 Percent

Discussion Board (DB) (5): 
10 Percent

Mid-Term Exam (online): 
20 Percent

Class Presentation:



25 Percent

Term Paper:




25 Percent

(Plus and Minus Grades will Not Be Given).

Position Papers

You will be assigned to report to the class on a topic once a week (Check for the * and ^ characters in the course schedule whether your report is due on Monday or Wednesday). Write a two-page paper that outlines any additional information/personal story/reaction/comments you have about the topic. Bring in newspaper/magazine and/or websites to share.

Discussion Board (DB)

Check the course schedule for DB questions available on Blackboard. You must respond to the question I pose AND respond to at least one other student’s comment. Click the Discussion Board link in Blackboard for more details.

Class Presentation: Mode and Medium Convergence

You will be randomly assigned into eight groups for presentations to the class. Your topic will also be randomly assigned from the following modes and media: (Modes include Advertising, Entertainment Studies, Journalism, Public Relations, Visual Communications) & (Media include Animation, Broadcast, Motion pictures, Print, Photography). You may use any or all of the following presentation ideas: handouts, PowerPoint, Web, live reenactments, installations, and guest speakers. Your group’s presentation must address this question: How can the Engaging the News concept change instruction, production, distribution, and/or the use of traditional concentrations within traditional media? Each member of your group is also required to turn in a two-page personal reaction to the topic.

Term Paper

You will turn in a 5-7-page paper on the topic of your choice with three academic (non Wiki) sources. Due May 14.

Course Schedule

Jan. 22: Introduction to the Course


Readings: Virtual Reality Story & 


Engaging the News
January 24: New Search Metaphors


From the Dewey Decimal System to the search 


engines that create community, concept-based 


search engines expand the Web’s influence.


Readings: delocator.net/ & http://www.liveplasma.com/ 
*January 29: Media Merger

There is getting to be no conceptual difference 


between a search engine’s, a newspaper’s, and a 


television station’s Web portal. When everyone 


blogs, everyone is a medium.


Reading: Rubert Murdock Speech
^January 31: Falling In Love (DB 1)

If it’s true that on the Internet, “No one knows 


you’re a dog,” the dogs have their day as they sniff 


cyberspace for some like-minded tail.


Reading: Cyberspace Love
*February 5: Computers in the Schools K-12


As computers become the dominant teaching tool, 


will young students learn to collaborate?


Reading: ESchool Trends
^February 7: Higher Online Learning


With most universities offering online courses, in 


the near future it may be more important for 


students to create their own program from several 


universities than a degree from one. How can 


educators prepare?


Reading: Online Learning Critique
*February 12: Health


Web users can get medical advice and Viagra online. 


Can anyone be a doctor?


Reading: “About Us” at http://www.consultdrminas.com
^February 14: Aging: Geek Geezers


Active computer connections can help stave off a 


dull retirement. Will the Web keep everyone 


forever young?


Reading: Aging and Technology study
February 19: Holiday

February 21: No Class (APPE Conference) (DB 2)

*February 26: Kids Online


Children are most comfortable than all other age 


groups with using online sites. Will they teach the 


rest of us to not forget to enjoy playgrounds, 


campsites, and soccer fields?


Reading: Children and the Use of the Web
^February 28: Editing for Content: Filters and Kids


Dirty words and images are easy to access on the 


Web. They’re easy to access in book and video stores 


too. Why should parental responsibility change 


with the Web?


Reading: Web Filters
*March 5: Censorship: Hate Groups


One of the fastest growing categories of web sites 


is hate groups. But have you ever really wandered 


around Stormfront’s “White Singles” personal 


pages? Now that’s something to hate.


Reading: Any messages at http://www.stormfront.org/
^March 7: Democratizing the Process (DB 3)

Some politicians get strength from their 


multimedia exposure. Others are hampered by the 


publicity.


Reading: Voting on the Web
*March 12: Privacy


One of the most troubling issues on the new media 


is the amount of information that can be obtained 


through online sites. 


Reading: Privacy and the Web
^March 14: Legal Questions (DB 4)

Futurist law is the study of legal issues that have 


not presented themselves as challenges.


Reading: EFF Website: http://www.eff.org/
*March 19: Gender and the High Tech Industry


“Men are hunters while women are nurturers” is 


the stereotypical saw. Does new media convergence 


break down that distinction or reinforce it?


Reading: Gender Bias
March 21: No Class (Speaking at the University of 


Twente, the Netherlands) Mid-Term Exam.

March 26 & 28: Holiday

^April 2: The Haves and the Have-Nots


How will new technology solve basic human needs?


Reading: The Digital Divide
*April 4: Music and Movies Online


How will music companies and movie producers 


protect themselves from online pirating?


Reading: Copyright Issues
^April 9: Gambling and Investing Online


Probably the single largest use of online services 


is gambling, either through Las Vegas style servers 


or through stock market sites. 


Reading: Gambling on the Web
*April 11: Pornography


As with most other communications media, 


pornography drives the public's initial interest. 


Reading: Wiki Website: 


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_pornography
^April 16: Multi-User Gamers


Skin and bone relationships are replaced (or 


enhanced) by light-based avatar teams.


Readings: http://www.rheingold.com/vc/book/5.html




  A Rape in Cyberspace
*April 18: Shopping Online


Is there anything that cannot be bought over the 


Web? No. How did this happen?


Reading: Shopping on the Web
^April 23: Net Communities, New Rules (DB 5)

Traditional, geographically-based neighborhoods 


are being replaced by interest-based communities.


Reading: Internet Communities
April 25: Groups 1 & 2 Presentations

April 30: Groups 3 & 4 Presentations

May 2: Groups 5 & 6 Presentations

May 7: Groups 7 & 8 Presentations

May 14: Term Paper Due by 5:00pm.
