COMM 300 - Visual Communications (Online)

Spring, 2009
Dr. Paul Martin Lester, Professor (dr. les)

California State University, Fullerton

Office CP460-21; 278-4604 

Email: lester@fullerton.edu

Office Hours: Monday 12:00 – 3:00 in the Office or by Appointment

Homepage: http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester
NOTE: This class “meets” Wednesday 4:00 – 6:45 just as with a face-to-face class on Blackboard.
To Log onto the Class: Go to http://my.fullerton.edu, log on, click on the Blackboard tab at the top right, then click on the COMM 300 course. Once you are on the Blackboard class, to enter the Virtual Classroom click on Lectures>Join. You will need to have the Java plug-in installed on your computer. Be sure and turn off any pop-up blockers you might have on your Web browser. If at any time you have technical difficulties, contact dr. les or the help desk at 278-7777. 

Visual Communications: Image is Everything?

Visual Communications is an exploration into the idea that memorable visual messages with text have the greatest power to inform, educate, and persuade an individual. This course is an attempt to discover why some images are remembered while most are not. At the conclusion of this course, students will be expected to: 

1. demonstrate an ability to analyze visual messages in a variety of mediated contexts, 

2. articulate the reasons why there is a difference between an ordinary visual message and one that becomes an international icon, 

3. produce high quality visual messages in subsequent classes and professional contexts, and

4. be more experienced in the use of the computer to successfully complete and online course.

Textbook:

Visual Communication Images with Messages, Fourth Edition by Paul Martin Lester

You can also get information for the class including an exam study guide, video clips, and lecture notes in External Links in Blackboard.

A Note on Behavior:

Cheating, plagiarism, and/or inappropriate online behavior will not be tolerated and may be subject to disciplinary action. For more information on these issues see www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml and www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html.
Grading: A “D” is passing for this class
Attendance



  7 Percent

DB Responses


12 Percent

Test 1



10 Percent

Test 2



12 Percent

Final Exam



16 Percent

Chapter Paper


15 Percent

Term Paper


28 percent 

Plus or minus grades will not be given. 
Attendance:

Attendance is mandatory and graded. Ten points will be deducted from your Attendance Grade if your name does not appear on the Attendance list taken at a random time during each class period. However, you can make up a missed class by reading the saved archive for the class for that date. Click on External Links> Class Recordings> Choose the date. Write a 2-page commentary concerning what was discussed. E-mail your paper to the professor no later than 4:00pm two days after the missed class.
The two papers for this class must be in 12pt type, double-spaced, and one-inch margins. Use Microsoft Word or save the paper in .RTF format. Send it via the Digital Dropbox, as an email attachment, or deliver a printed copy to the Department of Communications, CP-400. 

Chapter Paper: 
Depending on which group you have been randomly assigned, you will write YOUR OWN three-page paper on any topic you wish that relates to your chapter’s subject. As a suggestion, you might concentrate your paper on one of the six perspectives detailed in the section before Typography in the textbook. You will do better if you do not simply copy the information contained in the textbook, do not write only your personal opinions, and do use facts you find from at least three outside sources.

Use the file name convention of: yourlastname_chapterpaper.extension. For example, my file name would be lester_chapterpaper.doc
Term Paper:

You will write a seven-page paper that analyzes a picture using the six perspectives discussed in the Image Analysis section before the Typography chapter. The image you will analyze can be found in External Links in Blackboard. Divide your paper into nine sections with clear headings: an introduction, the six perspectives, a conclusion, and a bibliography with at least three sources. The paper is due by 4:00pm on the last class, May 13.

Use the file name convention of: yourlastname_termpaper.extension. For example, my file name would be lester_termpaper.doc
Discussion Board Responses: 
Each week you will answer a discussion question posted on the website. To get credit, you must respond to the initial question, respond to at least one other student's response, have the two comments in two separate responses, and have your responses sent on time--by 4:00pm on the day according to the schedule below. Ten points will be deducted from each Discussion Board grade if you do not complete the assignment each week. You cannot make up a missed Discussion Board question.

Test Taking:

You will complete three online exams consisting of multiple choice questions based on the chapters from the textbook. Check below for when the exams are available and when they are due. Obviously, the exams are open-book and open notes. 

Class Schedule:

January 28:
Introduction to the Course



Readings:
Preface and Chapter 1

February 4:
Light/Eye, Retina, and the Brain



Readings:
Chapter 2 & 3


DB1 for All and Group 1 Paper on Chapters 2 or 3 Due by 4:00pm
February 11:
Visual Cues: Color, Form, Depth, & Movement



Reading:
Chapter 4



DB2 for All and Group 2 Paper on Chapter 4 Due by 4:00pm
February 18:
Visual Theories



Reading:
Chapter 5


DB3 for All and Group 3 Paper on Chapter 5 Due by 4:00pm
February 25:
Visual Persuasion



Readings:
Chapters 6



DB4 for All and Group 4 Paper on Chapter 6 Due by 4:00pm
March 4:
Media Stereotyping 


Reading:
Chapter 7


DB5 for All and Group 5 Paper on Chapter 7 Due by 4:00pm


TEST ONE (Preface to Chapter 7) On Blackboard

DUE Friday March 6 by Midnight
March 11:
Visual Analysis & Typography



Readings:
Section before Typography & Chapter 8





DB6 for All and Group 6 Paper on Chapter 8 Due by 4:00pm

March 18:
Graphic Design


Reading:
Chapter 9





DB7 for All and Group 7 Paper on Chapter 9 Due by 4:00pm

March 25:
Informational Graphics


Reading:
Chapter 10




DB8 for All and Group 8 Paper on Chapter 10 Due by 4:00pm

April 1: 
Break
April 8:
Cartoons



Reading:
Chapter 11





DB9 for All and Group 9 Paper on Chapter 11 Due 4:00pm



TEST TWO (Section Four Introduction & Chapter 8 to Chapter 11): 



On Blackboard DUE Friday, April 10 by Midnight
April 15:
Photography



Reading:
Chapter 12





DB10 for All and Group 10 Paper on Chapter 12 Due by 4:00pm

April 22:
Motion Pictures



Reading:
Chapter 13





DB11 for All and Group 11 Paper on Chapter 13 Due by 4:00pm

April 29:
Television and Video



Reading:
Chapter 14





DB12 for All and Group 12 Paper on Chapter 14 Due by 4:00pm

May 6:
Computers



Reading:
Chapter 15





DB13 for All and Group 13 Paper on Chapter 15 Due by 4:00pm

May 13:
World Wide Web & Conclusion



Readings:
Chapters 16 & 17



TERM PAPER DUE By 4:00pm



Extra Credit Papers Due By 4:00pm




DB14 for All and Group 14 Paper on Chapter 16 Due by 4:00pm

May 20:
FINAL EXAM



On BlackBoard DUE by Midnight
