COMM 530 - Communications Technologies (WEB) 
Spring, 2006

Dr. Paul Martin Lester, Professor (dr. les)

California State University, Fullerton

Office CP650-19; 278-4604

Email: lester@fullerton.edu

Office Hours: Monday 1:00 – 3:00 (in my office and/or online)

HOMEPAGE: http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/
We will analyze emerging communications technologies that are transforming professional, academic, and personal practices associated with various communications industries. This seminar deals with technological developments and how to analyze the messages that are produced, the corporate and governmental policies that have been initiated, and the educational, political, and societal implications of current and projected applications.

NOTE: 
This class is taught completely online. 



We will NOT meet at a regular day or time.
Go to http://my.fullerton.edu, log on, click on the Blackboard tab at the top right, click on the access your classes link, and then click on the COMM 530 course. Be sure and turn off any pop-up blockers you might have on your Web browser. If at any time you have technical difficulties, contact the professor or the help desk at 278-7777. 
A Note on Behavior:

Cheating, plagiarism, and/or inappropriate online behavior will not be tolerated and may be subject to disciplinary action. For more information on these issues see www.plagiarism.org.

Required Book: 

Communication Technology Update 9th Edition edited by August E. Grant and Jennifer Harman Meadows with updates available at www.tfi.com/ctu/

Grading: 
Dblog
 


 5 Percent

Non-Fiction Review 
 5 Percent

Fiction Review

 5 Percent

Chapter Paper

10 Percent

Mid-Term Exam

  8 Percent

DB Responses

28 Percent (Two Percent Each)

Term Paper


39 Percent 







  8 Percent for Annotated Literature Review







  8 Percent for Title and First Paragraph







  8 Percent for Detailed Outline







15 Percent for Final Paper

Plus or minus grades will not be given for this seminar.

Dblog: 
Each of you will have a Discussion Board (DB) heading with your name on it. It is up to you to think of the topics and to maintain a discussion that is of interest to your fellow students so that they want to contribute to your Dblog. Topic selection is totally up to you. If you want to advertise a topic, let the professor know and he will include it in an Announcement. Your Dblog will be evaluated at the end of the semester and based on the quality of the discussion you maintain.

Non-Fiction Review: 
You will write a five-page review for a non-fiction book or presentation (movie, TV, Web) of your choice concerned with communications technologies. The review is due April 17. Use any analytical approach you think is appropriate. The paper should be in 12pt type, double-spaced, and one-inch margins. Use Microsoft Word or save the paper in .RTF format. Send it via the Digital Dropbox or as an email attachment.

Fiction Review: 
You will write a five-page review for a fiction book or presentation (movie, TV, Web) of your choice concerned with communications technologies. The review is due May 8. Use any analytical approach you think is appropriate. The paper should be in 12pt type, double-spaced, and one-inch margins. Use Microsoft Word or save the paper in .RTF format. Send it via the Digital Dropbox or as an email attachment.

Chapter Paper: 
You will be assigned at random a chapter within the textbook beginning with Chapter 10 on March 6. You will write a five-page analysis of how the information in that chapter can be related to your specific mass communication interest. The paper should be in 12pt type, double-spaced, and one-inch margins. Use Microsoft Word or save the paper in .RTF format. Send it via the Digital Dropbox or as an email attachment.

Mid-Term Exam:

On March 20, the questions for the mid-term exam will be made available. You will provide your answers using Microsoft Word or another word processing program and saving your file in .RTF format. Send your mid-term answers via the Digital Dropbox or as an attachment in an email. 

DB Responses:

Each week you will answer a discussion question posted on the website. To get credit, you must answer the initial question, respond to at least one other student's answer, and have your responses sent on time--by 5:00pm on the day according to the schedule below. You cannot make up a missed Discussion Board question. 

Term Paper: 
You will write a 15-page term paper related to your specific discipline or mass communications interest and any of the chapter headings in the textbook that you choose. The paper is divided into four parts and sent via the Digital Dropbox: 

· An annotated literature review is due March 13, 

· Find at least 10 academic sources (from books and refereed journals) related to your paper’s topic and write a one-paragraph analysis of each source

· Title and lead paragraph is due April 10, 

· Write a catchy, interesting, feature-oriented title and first paragraph for your paper that makes a reader want to continue reading

· Detailed outline is due May 1, and 

· Break down all of the sections of your paper into outline form with one or two sentences explaining all the various topics you will write about in your paper

· Complete Paper is due May 22.

· The paper should be 15-pages, 12pt type, double-spaced, and one-inch margins. Use Microsoft Word or save the paper in .RTF format.

Seminar Schedule:

Jan.
30:
Umbrella Perspective and Timeline




Readings:
Chapters 1 & 2




Your Brief Autobiography & Goals for the Class (Due Friday, 




February 3 by 5:00pm




Email any questions about the course to dr. les

Feb.
  6:
Cable, Direct Broadcast, and Pay Television




Readings:
Chapters 3, 4, & 5



13:
Interactive and Digital Television




Readings:
Chapters 6 & 7



20: 
Holiday



27:
Streaming Media and Radio




Readings:
Chapters 8 & 9

Mar.
  6:
Personal Computers, Mobile Computing, & Video Games




Readings:
Chapters 10, 11, & 12



13:
Internet and the World Wide Web




Reading:
Chapter 13




Term Paper Annotated Literature Search Due



20:
Internet Commerce




Reading:
Chapter 14




Mid-Term Questions Given



27:
Holiday

Apr.
  3:
Reality, Home Video, & Digital Audio and Photography




Readings:
Chapters 15, 16, 17, & 18




Mid-Term Due



10:
Telephony & Broadband Networks




Readings:
Chapters 19 & 20




Term Paper Title and First Paragraph Due



17:
Home Networks




Reading:
Chapter 21




Non-Fiction Review Due



24:
Satellite Communications




Reading:
Chapter 22

May
  1:
Distance Learning




Reading:
Chapter 23




Term Paper Detailed Outline Due



  8:
Teleconferencing




Reading:
Chapter 24




Fiction Review Due



15:
Media Convergence & Conclusion




Readings:
Chapters 25 & 26



22:
Term Paper Due by 5:00pm




Dblog Evaluated

