COMM 517: Ethical Challenges of the Mass Media 

Fall, 2006

Dr. Paul Martin Lester, Professor (dr. les) 

California State University, Fullerton 

Office CP650-19; 278-4604 

Email: mailto:lester@fullerton.edu 

Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday 1:00-3:00

HOMEPAGE: http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/index.html 

CLASS MEETINGS: Tuesday 4:00 - 6:45; CP460-11 

This seminar is a study in critical thinking, argument defending, and 

effective writing cleverly disguised as a graduate-level mass media ethics course.

Required Readings

· Bivins, T. (2004). Mixed media Moral distinctions in advertising, public relations, and journalism. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publishers.

· Dennis, E., & Merrill, J. (2006). Media debates Great issues in the digital age, fourth edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company.

· Assorted Online Articles and Papers Listed for Each Seminar Meeting Below

Grading Percentages

· Discussion Board Responses (1% each):


14

· Systematic Moral Analysis (SMA) Creation:

10

· SMA & Case Study Analysis:




10

· Mid-Term Exam:






13

· Topic Paper







  5

· Class Discussion on Topic Paper



  2

· Media Ethics Presentation Review Paper:


10

· Annotated Literature Search for Term Paper:

10

· Title, Lead and Outline for Term Paper:


10

· Term Paper:







16

Plus or minus grades will not be given for this course.

Blackboard Access

Go to http://my.fullerton.edu, log on, click on the Blackboard tab at the top right, then click on the COMM 517 course. Once you're in, click the "Tools" button to check your grade. Click on the “Communication” button and then the “Discussion Board” button to respond to the questions.

Cheating and/or Plagiarism 

Such activities, especially with an ethics seminar, are abhorrent. They will obviously not be tolerated and may be subject to severe disciplinary action. For more information on these issues see http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/hc/plagiarism.html. 

NOTE: Copying and pasting text from a website into your paper without citing the source can get you a failing grade in the seminar.
Seminar Component Explanations

Discussion Board Responses 

Due each Tuesday by 10am

You will use the Blackboard online course program (see above on how to logon) and its Discussion Board feature to respond to the question posed for the week. For full credit, you must also respond to at least one of your fellow student’s responses. Your original response should be no more than two paragraphs while a response to one of your classmates should be no more than one paragraph.

Systematic Moral Analysis (SMA) Creation

Due September 12

From what you have learned and know about analyzing ethical dilemmas, come up with your own system someone can use to look closely at a case study. Write up your SMA in the form of steps with each one explained for the user. Your SMA will then be given to a random fellow student to use and analyze.

SMA & Case Study Analysis

Due October 3

You will be given a mass media case study to analyze using one of the SMA constructs created by a fellow student. Write no more than three pages that analyze the case using the student’s SMA and not more than two pages that critique the SMA itself.

Mid-Term Exam

Due October 10

From a set of questions provided to you on October 3, you will answer five of them during class using longhand and within a bluebook that you provide. 

Topic Paper and Discussion

At random, you will be assigned to a group (1 – 6) related to a topic after the mid-term exam. Your group will be responsible for leading the class in a discussion on your topic. Each member will also write a not more than three-page synopsis of the key points related to your topic with at least three sources listed.

Media Ethics Presentation Review Paper

Due October 24

You will write a five-page review of a fiction or non-fiction book or presentation (movie, TV, Web) of your choice concerned with mass media ethics. The paper should be in 12pt type, double-spaced, and one-inch margins.

Annotated Literature Search for Term Paper 

Due October 31

Choose an ethics topic related to your current or proposed mass communications professional position. You should find at least ten sources of information related to your topic. Strive to include only academic sources. Write a paragraph for each source detailing its content and usefulness to your research. Use APA style.

Title, Lead and Outline for Term Paper 

Due November 14

Write a two-part title separated with a colon (of course!), a lead (or lede) paragraph, and a detailed outline for your term paper.

Term Paper 

Due December 12

Write a paper that concentrates upon a mass media ethical issue. Write at least 10 (but not more than 20) double-spaced, 12pt typed pages. During the last class, December 5, you will each give informal reports that detail your paper’s content.
Seminar Schedule

August
22:
Introduction to the Seminar and Media Criticism





Motion Picture for Discussion:





Return to Paradise (1998); Directed by Joseph Ruben; 111 Minutes




DB1 Due by 10am on Friday August 25 this time only

August
29:
Imperatives and Philosophies





Ethics and Morality

· Bivins, pp. ix – 16, 28 – 44, 50 – 70, 74 - 116

· Dennis & Merrill, pp. 123 – 132, 190 – 202

· Bernard Gert’s Moral System. http://philosophy.tamu.edu/Faculty/Gert/bernie.html
· Ethical criticism: what it is and why it matters. Marshall Gregory. Style, Summer 1998 v32 i2 p. 194. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/ethical_criticism.doc
· On the difference between aesthetics, etiquette, and ethics. Deni Elliott & Paul Martin Lester. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/writings/nppacolumn1.html
· Six Ethical Philosophies. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/ethicalphils.html




DB2 Due by 10am

September
  5:
Systematic Moral Analysis

· Bivins, pp. 16 – 22, 188 – 221

· Systematic Moral Analysis.

http://www.soe.umt.edu/ncateir/Standard 1/case analysis assign F04.pdf
· Ethical decision-making models across the professions. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/decision_making.doc




DB3 Due by 10am

September
12:
Truthtelling and Harm

· Bivins, pp. 117 – 167

· Hill & Knowlton Case Study, http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/kuwaitcase.html




DB4 Due by 10am





SMA Creation Due in Class

September
19:
Privacy

· Dennis & Merrill, pp. 68 – 80.

· “Privacy and the Press,” Phillip Taylor. http://www.freedomforum.org/packages/first/privacyandthepress/index.htm
· Analysis: Internet Privacy - Conducting press relations in the age of online search. PR Week, August 29, 2005 p. 9. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/internet_privacy.doc
· Privacy Is An Innocent Victim In The Chandra Levy Case. Jonathan Rauch. National Journal, July 21, 2001 v33 i29 p. 2304. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/levy_privacy.doc
· Privacy for Sale. Jane Kirtley. American Journalism Review, March 2001 v23 i2 p. 74. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/privacy_for_sale.doc




DB5 Due by 10am

September
26:
International Issues

· Dennis & Merrill, pp. 223 – 234

· Foreign news: who gives a damn? Columbia Journalism Review, Nov-Dec 1997 v36 n4 p. 48. James F. Hoge Jr. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/foreign_news.doc
· LA Times Offered as Model For Foreign News Coverage. Newspaper Research Journal, Wntr 2001 v22 i1 p. 80. Christopher E. Beaudoin & Esther Thorson. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/latimes_coverage.doc
· U.S. press loses touch with the world. Cynthia G. Wagner. The Futurist, March 1999 v33 i3 p. 20. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/world_coverage.doc




DB6 Due by 10am

October
  3:
Economics

· Dennis & Merrill, pp. 44 – 67, 110 – 122

· Downward spiral: many journalists say media's duties, ethics are sliding in order to conform to the company's bottom line. Michael Stoll; John McManus. The Quill, April 2005 v93 i3 p. 10. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/economic_ethics.doc




SMA & Case Study Analysis Due in Class





Mid-Term Questions Distributed





DB7 Due by 10am

October
10:
No Class. Mid-Term Exam will be Sent via E-mail and Returned as an 





Attachment by 7pm.
October
17:
Image Ethics

· Ethics Matters. Paul Martin Lester & Deni Elliott. National Press Photographers Association (Choose one or more as you wish). http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/writings/nppa.html
· Visual Symbolism and Stereotypes in the Wake of 9/11. Paul Martin Lester. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/writings/visualsymbolism.html




DB8 Due by 10am





Topic Paper and Discussion 1 (Image Ethics) Due in Class

October
24:
Government and War Coverage

· Dennis & Merrill, pp. 20 – 33, 92 – 100, 181 – 189

· Gannongate: the weird story of a non-scandal. Byron York. National Review, March 14, 2005 v57 i4 p. 18. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/government_ethics.doc
· Government and media: a union of deception. Suzanne La Londe. The Humanist, March-April 2005 v65 i2 p. 34. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/government_media.doc
· From legal scholar to quota queen: what happens when politics pulls the press into the groves of academe. Laurel Leff. Columbia Journalism Review, Sept-Oct 1993 v32 n3 p. 36. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/lani.doc
· Photographic Coverage during the Persian Gulf and Iraqi Wars in Three U.S. Newspapers. Cynthia King & Paul Martin Lester. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly. Vol. 82, No. 3, pp. 623-637. 
http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/writings/iraq_war.html



Media Ethics Presentation Review Paper Due in Class





DB9 Due by 10am





Topic Paper and Discussion 2 (Government and War Coverage) 





Due in Class

October
31:
Art and Entertainment

· Television viewing and perceptions about race differences in socioeconomic success. Rick Busselle & Heather Crandall. Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media, June 2002 v46 i2 p. 265. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/race_differences.doc
· Television news and American intervention in Somalia: the myth of a media-driven foreign policy. Jonathan Mermin. Political Science Quarterly, Fall 1997 v112 n3 p. 385. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/somalia_news.doc




Annotated Literature Search Due in Class





DB10 Due by 10am





Topic Paper and Discussion 3 (Art and Entertainment) Due in Class

November
  7:
Persuasive Messaging

· Dennis & Merrill, pp. 203 – 222

· An Internet news site raises eyebrows with an experiment linking articles to ads. Nat Ives. The New York Times, August 3, 2004 p. C4. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/internet_ethics.doc
· Ethics Corner: Blurring the Lines of PR Photography. Allan Wolper. Editor & Publisher, Feb 1, 2004. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/pr_photo.doc
· The Pentagon is fighting--and winning--the public relations war. Robert S. Pritchard. USA Today, July 2003 v132 i2698 p. 12. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/pr_war.doc




DB11 Due by 10am





Topic Paper and Discussion 4 (Persuasive Messaging) Due in Class

November
14:
Internet and the Web

· Dennis & Merrill, pp. 160 – 169

· Would you trust Joe Isuzu's blog? Mary Ellen Bates. EContent, Dec 2004 v27 i12 p. 59. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/blog_ethics.doc
· Smears in cyberspace: blogs and media ethics. Cathy Young. Reason, Feb 2006 v37 i9 p. 19. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/blog_ethics2.doc
· A New Way to Beat the Press: Make Your Case on the Internet. Lawrence K. Grossman. Columbia Journalism Review, Jan 2000 v38 i5 p70. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/internet_ethics2.doc




Title, Lead, and Outline Due in Class




DB12 Due by 10am





Topic Paper and Discussion 5 (Internet and the Web) Due in Class

November
21: 
Fall Recess

November
28:
Conflict of Interest

· A media conflict of interest: Anomaly in Italy. Soria Blatmann. http://www.rsf.org/IMG/pdf/doc-2080.pdf
· Fair Game? Kelly Heyboer. American Journalism Review, Oct 1999 v21 i8 p. 46. http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/courses/517/conflict_of_interest.doc




DB13 Due by 10am





Topic Paper and Discussion 6 (Conflict of Interest) Due in Class

December
  5:
Term Paper Informal Reports and Conclusion





DB14 Due by 10am

December
12:
Term Paper Due by 5:00pm (via E-mail attachment)
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