COMM 319 - Visual Reporting
Fall, 2010
Dr. Paul Martin Lester, Professor (dr. les)

California State University, Fullerton

Office CP460-21; 657.278.4604 

Email: lester@fullerton.edu

Office Hours: Monday 1:00 – 4:00, Wednesday 2 – 3, or by Appointment

Homepage: http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester

Twitter: http://twitter.com/pmlester
Class Meetings: 
LAB: 




Monday 4:00 – 5:30 





CLASS MEETINGS/CRITS: 
Monday 5:30 – 7:40
Visual Reporting

This class is designed to help you understand two important concepts: 1) Communication is more important than technique and 2) You need to act more pro-active and entrepreneurial towards your career. To point one, I will not be patient with any questions you may have about how your camera works or any software program you want to use. The technical aspects of photography and the programs that are designed for visual reporting are simple enough to use and/or learn about on your own. I don’t want to hear any excuses. All I care about is the finished product you show in class. To the second point, during these dire economic times, it is quite likely that you will work as a freelance photographer rather than obtain a staff position (which can also be transitory). Therefore, you must create content that others will want to purchase. A popular blog, for example with a million viewers paying a few cents each for the unique content you have provided is perhaps the future of journalism and a model for your career outside CSUF. 

You will do better in the class if you come by my office before an assignment is due and get my feedback.

Recommended Readings:

Photojournalism The Professionals’ Approach Sixth Edition by Kenneth Kobré

http://kobrechannel.blogspot.com/ and http://mediastorm.org
Equipment Requirement:

You must have your own or access to a camcorder. You need one that can easily transfer video to your computer for editing. I suggest you purchase a Flip UltraHD for about $100. You are required to use your camcorder for the Picture Story assignment.
Grading (numbers represent the percentage each grade is worth)

Country Report



  5

1. Daily Titan Assignment
  5

2. Environmental Portrait
  5

3. General News



  5

4. Human Interest Feature
  5

5. Sports Action



  5

6. Sports Feature



  5

Get a Job





  5

Mid-Term Exam



10

Picture Story Part One
  5

Picture Story Part Two
  5

Picture Story Part Three
  5

School Life





  5

Second Life





  5

Blog/Portfolio




25

Extra Credit

Plus or minus grades will not be given. If you are late with any assignment for any reason without warning me before the due date, you will not get credit.

Assignments 1 – 6 are due during the semester whenever you decide to turn each one in (only one per class) from September 13 until October 25 (check the schedule below) AND must have subjects related to the country that was assigned to you. For all except the Picture Story assignment, you will turn in two 8x10 prints of two different views (use a commercial photo printer) and a printed caption for each photograph taped to the front along the bottom border. E-mail a .pdf file that has at least 10 of your outtakes and a Word document that has your captions. Use Adobe’s Bridge to create the contact sheet. 

NOTE: For assignments 2 – 6, you must make an 85 or higher score in order to advance to the next assignment. You have until November 29 to reach that score or you will lose 20 points per assignment. You can e-mail or deliver your updates during office hours.
Captions:

An important part of your visual journalism assignments is to write captions for your select prints. From Kenney Irby of the Poynter Media Institute, St. Petersburg, Florida. “Photo captions are an integral part of newspaper storytelling, but they are often the most underdeveloped element in the mix of words, graphics, and photographs in a newspaper. A poorly executed caption can destroy the message of a photo or the story package of which it is part. The reader/viewer expects nothing less than accurate, complete, and informative information, including captions. Here are a few suggestions to follow when writing captions:
• Check the facts. Be accurate! 
• Do not state the obvious. "Dennis Rodman smiles as he kicks a broadcast photographer in the groin."
• Always identify the main people in the photograph and spell their names correctly.
• Do not make judgments. "An unhappy citizen watches the protest..." Can you be sure that he is unhappy? Or 
  is he hurting. Or just not photogenic. If you must be judgmental, be sure you seek the truth. 
• Do not assume. Ask questions in your effort to inform and be specific. 
• Do not use terms like "is shown, is pictured, and looks on." 
• A photograph captures a moment in time. Whenever possible, use present tense. This will create a sense of 
  immediacy and impact. 
• Do not try to be humorous when the picture is not.
• Use quotes whenever possible. 
• Conversational language works best. Don't use clichés.
Country Report (5 Percent): 
You will turn in a 3-page, double-spaced paper with sources related to the history, economy, culture, Southern California connections, and other areas of interest of the country that was assigned to you. Try to include interviews with your contacts.

1. Daily Titan Assignment (5 Percent):

You will contact the photo editor of the Daily Titan and will be given an actual assignment that you will complete for the publication. The day and time of the assignment will be determined. If you have a printed clip, include it with your prints in class. E-mail a .pdf file that has at least 10 of your outtakes.

2. Environmental Portrait (5 Percent): 
The environmental portrait not only shows what the subject looks like, but also reveals aspects of the sitter's personality by the foreground and background objects the person displays. Personal mementos on a desk or hung on a wall let the reader know more about the subject than a simple portrait can reveal. It is a picture of a person AND that person's environment-NOT simply a picture of a person in an environment. Some photographers specialize in the environmental portrait with wonderful results. Arnold Newman and John Loengard make photographs that reveal a subject's personality through facial expressions and background clues. See Kobré, pp. 80 – 95.

3. General News (5 Percent): 
General news assignments give photographers a chance to prepare. Special film, camera lenses, and lighting needs can be anticipated. General news assignments usually take the form of a politician's press conference or a group of donors to a local charity. A photographer's main concerns with such assignments are typically arriving on time to get a good vantage point, making sure that names in a group picture are spelled correctly, and having enough energy and curiosity to produce an unusual, yet telling moment. A picture of a politician or lecturer will always be more visually interesting if an emotional facial expression or hand gesture is captured on film. A standing group of businesspersons all smiling at the camera, a milk bottle picture as a photo editor used to say, is a visually dull image. Take care to find angles or activities that will not only show the physical appearance of a group, but will reveal their personalities. See Kobré, pp. 48 – 63. You should also learn about spot news assignments. Spot news is any unplanned event where little advanced planning is possible. See Kobré, pp. 26 – 47.

4. Human Interest Feature (5 Percent): 
These features show persons being natural and unique. The images cannot be anticipated. They are one of a kind moments that capture a person or group being themselves: odd, humorous, and natural. Cute kids, animals, and nuns are traditional subject clichés. Features offer an opportunity for a page to be highlighted with a pleasant, happy picture that may offset the tragic events of the day. A photographer looking for human interest features thinks like a hunter. Keenly aware and observant, knowledgeable on matters of basic human nature, quiet and unassuming, and technically competent to capture quick and fleeting moments, the photographer stalks the city looking for pictures that go beyond the cliché. Photographers have several techniques they use to take pictures of people. Some will use a 35mm. wide-angle lens and get close to their subjects. Others use telephoto lenses to keep a far and undetected distance from their subjects. They will either identify themselves immediately or wait until the subject asks for an explanation. There are two things that happen when you ask a person if you can take their picture and both of them are bad. Either they say no and you don't get the picture or they say yes and stare and smile at you like they were posing for a snapshot. When you see some unusual action, get an initial picture. Afterward, you can identify yourself, get their names, and take addition photographs after they become accustomed to your presence. See Kobré, pp. 65 – 79.

5. Sports Action (5 Percent): 
Sports Action is a photograph of any moment that occurs on the playing field during the run of the game. See Kobré, pp. 96 – 123.

6. Sports Feature (5 Percent): 
Sports Feature is a picture that shows anything not during the play of a game: an angry coach in the locker room, a frustrated player on the sideline, and an anxious fan in the stands. As implied by the name, the same procedure applies to sports feature hunting as with human interest features. A photographer tries to capture a peak, dramatic event not happening on the playing field. See Kobré, pp. 96 – 123.

Get a Job (5 Percent): 
You will need to show evidence that someone (not a friend or a family member) paid you either in money or barter to take photographs. Turn in two 8x10 color prints of two different views (use a commercial photo printer) and a printed caption for each photograph taped to the front along the bottom border. E-mail a .pdf file that has at least 10 of your outtakes. You will also supply the name, phone number or E-mail address of the person who hired you.

Mid-Term Exam (10 Percent): 
Based on the number from 1 – 100 inclusive you selected, you will present in class using the presentation format of your choosing that contains words (text and/or poetry), photographs, illustrations, or anything else you can think of inspired from the koan you selected from The Zen of Photography book. 

Picture Story (15 Percent): 
With many assignments, the pressure to produce images on a tight deadline sometimes causes visual reporters to hurry themselves through a shooting session. The picture story assignment gives you a chance to slow down and produce a video presentation over a longer period of time. Although not as numerous as some of the other assignments, picture stories should be essential components in a visual reporter's portfolio. At its best, a picture story illuminates a serious social problem through the telling in words and pictures a particular person's plight related to your assigned country. You will produce a not more than 5-minute video presentation. See Kobré, pp. 228 – 305. 

The picture story assignment is divided into three parts: Part One (5 Percent): E-mail dr. les a 3-page paper as an attachment that details your subject, background information, academic and other sources, and plans for the final presentation. Part Two (5 Percent): In class you will show a selection of clips that you have shot of your subject for our feedback. Part Three (5 Percent): You will show your final, edited version in class.

School Life (5 Percent): 
Throughout the semester, you will document your life as a student by taking pictures during class of fellow students and your instructors, campus scenes, and personal views. Turn in two 8x10 color prints of two different views (use a commercial photo printer) and a printed caption for each photograph taped to the front along the bottom border. E-mail a .pdf file that has at least 10 of your outtakes.

Second Life (5 Percent): 
Obtain a free account on http://secondlife.com and download the program to your computer. Once through the orientation, you can travel throughout the program. Click on Search, then Places, check the box for PG or Mature Content, and type in your country you were given during the first class. You will explore what Second Life has to offer regarding your country (you may need to visit several sites), and interview avatars that you find. Turn in two 8x10 color prints of two different views (use a commercial photo printer) and a printed caption for each photograph taped to the front along the bottom border. E-mail a .pdf file that has at least 10 of your outtakes.

Blog/Portfolio (25 Percent): 
You will create and regularly maintain a blog on http://wordpress.com (or an equivalent) throughout the semester that contains the best photographs and video from this class with outtakes, technical information, amusing or interesting stories related to the production of your images, and any other details you think a stranger might be willing to pay a few cents to read. For class, turn in your two best visual reporting prints (use a commercial photo printer) and a printed caption for each photograph taped to the front along the bottom border. Send the URL of your blog to dr. les. You will show your blog to the class.

Extra Credit (worth up to 50 points added to your lowest grade from the semester):

After getting prior approval from dr. les, you may produce an additional picture story in a video and/or slide show format (with the SoundSlides program). Due December 13.

Class Schedule:

August       23:
Introduction. Bring your favorite picture to show to the class.

August       30: 
Country Report Due
September   6:
No Class—Labor Day

September 13:
Your Choice From Assignments 1 – 6 Due
September 20: 
Your Choice From Assignments 1 – 6 Due

September 27: 
Your Choice From Assignments 1 – 6 Due
October      4: 
Picture Story Part One Due via E-mail to dr. les (No Class)

October    11:
Your Choice From Assignments 1 – 6 Due
October    18: 
Your Choice From Assignments 1 – 6 Due

October    25: 
Your Choice From Assignments 1 – 6 Due

November   1:
Mid-Term Exam Due in Class

November   8: 
Second Life Assignment Due

November 15:
Picture Story Part Two Due 

November 22:
No Class—Thanksgiving Holiday

November 29: 
School Life & Redos for Assignments 1 – 6 Due
December   6: 
Picture Story Part Three Due
December 13:
Blog, Extra Credit, & Get a Job Due
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