COMM 300 - Visual Communications
Fall, 2010
Dr. Paul Martin Lester, Professor (dr. les)

California State University, Fullerton

Office CP460-21; 278-4604 

Email: lester@fullerton.edu

Office Hours: Monday 1:00 – 4:00, Wednesday 2 – 3, or by Appointment

Homepage: http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester

Twitter: http://twitter.com/pmlester
Class Meetings: Wednesday 4:00 – 6:45 in RGC-013
Visual Communications: Image is Everything?

Visual Communications is an exploration into the idea that memorable visual messages with text have the greatest power to inform, educate, and persuade an individual. This course is an attempt to discover why some images are remembered while most are not. At the conclusion of this course, students will be expected to: 

1. demonstrate an ability to analyze visual messages in a variety of mediated contexts, 

2. articulate the reasons why there is a difference between an ordinary visual message and one that becomes an international icon, 

3. produce high quality visual messages in subsequent classes and professional contexts, and

4. be more experienced in the use of the computer to successfully complete and online course.
Readings:

Visual Communication Images with Messages, Fifth Edition by Paul Martin Lester

You can also get information for the class including an exam study guide and lecture notes at http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/cengage

Follow me on Twitter for links to interesting visuals: http://twitter.com/pmlester
A Note on Behavior:

Cheating, plagiarism, and/or inappropriate online behavior will not be tolerated and may be subject to disciplinary action. Using information from sources for a paper without attribution is plagiarism. For more information see www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml. 

Computer use, cell phone texting, talking that distracts the instructor and those around you, and sleeping are not allowed during class.
Grading:
Discussion Board (DB)
Responses
  5 Percent

Test 1






10 Percent

Test 2






15 Percent

Final Exam






20 Percent

Chapter Paper





20 Percent

Term Paper





30 percent 
NOTE: Each grade is weighted, you cannot simply add your grades and get an average.

Plus or minus grades will not be given. 
Chapter Paper: 
Depending on which group you have been assigned, you will write YOUR OWN 2.5-page double-spaced paper on any topic you wish that relates to your chapter’s subject. Use three sources other than the textbook and avoid your personal opinions. You can send me the paper once via an E-mail attachment before it is due for my feedback. The paper is due at the start of class depending on which group you are in.

Term Paper:

You will write a seven-page double-spaced paper that analyzes one of the images displayed within External Links on the Blackboard website. Analyze the picture using the six perspectives discussed in Chapter Six. Divide your paper into nine sections with clear headings: an introduction, the six perspectives, a conclusion, and a bibliography with at least three sources outside the textbook using APA style. You will get 10 points deducted if the paper is 10 or more pages (if you add a title page, that counts as a page). You may send me the paper via an E-mail attachment once for my feedback. The paper is due at the start of class on Wednesday, December 8.

The two papers for this class must be in 12pt type, double-spaced, and one-inch margins and turned in at the start of class when due. You will get five points deducted if I have to print your paper. A paper will not be accepted if it is late for any reason without prior arrangement.
Discussion Board Responses: 
Each week you will answer a discussion question posted in BlackBoard. To get credit, you must respond to the initial question on time--by 4:00pm on the day according to the schedule below. You cannot make up a missed Discussion Board question. 
Be sure you SUBMIT your DB—Do not merely save it as a Draft.
Test Taking:

You will complete three exams consisting of multiple choice questions based on the chapters from the textbook. The first two exams will be given on BlackBoard with the final exam in the auditorium. If you miss a deadline for an exam for any reason without prior approval, you will not get credit.
Class Schedule:

August 25:
Introduction & Visual Communication


Readings:
Preface & Chapter 1
September 1:
Visual Cues


Reading:
Chapter 2


DB1 for All and Group 1 Paper on Chapter 1 Due by 4:00pm


DB2 for All and Group 2 Paper on Chapter 2 Due by 4:00pm
September 8: 
Visual Theories


Reading:
Chapter 3


DB3 for All and Group 3 Paper on Chapter 3 Due by 4:00pm
September 15:
Visual Persuasion



Reading:
Chapters 4


DB4 for All and Group 4 Paper on Chapter 4 Due by 4:00pm
September 22: 
Visual Stereotyping



Reading:
Chapter 5


DB5 for All and Group 5 Paper on Chapter 5 Due by 4:00pm


TEST ONE (Preface to Chapter 5) On BlackBoard

DUE by Sunday September 26 by midnight
September 29: 
Visual Analysis & Typography


Readings:
Chapters 6 & 7


DB6 for All and Group 6 Paper on Chapter 6 Due by 4:00pm




DB7 for All and Group 7 Paper on Chapter 7 Due by 4:00pm
October 6:


Labor Day Holiday--No Class





No DB Due

October 13: 
Graphic Design



Reading:
Chapter 8





DB8 for All and Group 8 Paper on Chapter 8 Due by 4:00pm
October 20: 
Informational Graphics


Reading:
Chapter 9




DB9 for All and Group 9 Paper on Chapter 9 Due 4:00pm

October 27: 
Cartoons


Reading:
Chapter 10




DB10 for All and Group 10 Paper on Chapter 10 Due by 4:00pm



TEST TWO (Chapter 6 to Chapter 10) On BlackBoard

DUE by Sunday October 31 by midnight
November 3: 
Photography



Reading:
Chapter 11




DB11 for All and Group 11 Paper on Chapter 11 Due by 4:00pm
November 10: 
Motion Pictures



Reading:
Chapter 12




DB12 for All and Group 12 Paper on Chapter 12 Due by 4:00pm
November 17:
Television


Reading:
Chapter 13


DB13 for All and Group 13 Paper on Chapter 13 Due by 4:00pm
November 24:
Thanksgiving Break

December 1: 
Computers



Reading:
Chapter 14




DB14 for All and Group 14 Paper on Chapter 14 Due by 4:00pm

December 8: 
Web & Conclusion



Readings:
Chapters 15 & 16


TERM PAPER DUE By 4:00PM




DB15 for All and Group 15 Paper on Chapter 15 or 16 Due by 4:00pm

December 15:
FINAL EXAM in Class


Starts at 5:00pm
