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VISUAL JOURNALISM PRODUCTION

Introduction to Visual Journalism Production is a result of media convergence. It is a synthesis of reporting, writing, photojournalism, audio and video production, and World Wide Web presentations. This course will teach you how to gather information with words and pictures for the new field of visual journalism. You will learn how to complete photojournalism assignments, to produce images with still and video cameras, to write cutlines and voice-overs for your images, to use computer software to edit your images and sound, and to create presentations for online media that will hopefully turn ordinarily passive viewers into engaged users. Your goal is to create work that not only makes users care about the people you document, but personally feel their story as well.

STORYLINE: WATER

In its purest form water is odorless, tasteless, and colorless. Without water, there cannot be life. It is employed in countless ways: industrial, irrigation, mining, electricity, livestock, and waste treatment to name a few. Consequently, water is arguably the most important and vital substance on Earth. And yet, where it comes from, how it is used, and how to preserve it is often taken for granted. About 70 percent of the earth is covered in water, but 97 percent of that water is from the salty oceans and two percent is trapped in frozen glaciers. Therefore, only one percent of the water on Earth actually comes from lakes, rivers, and ground sources. California uses more freshwater than any other state. An average person uses about 80 – 100 gallons of water a day. You will be divided into three groups that will concentrate on 1) Where water comes from, 2) How is water used, and 3) The inherent beauty of water. You will work all semester individually and as a member of a team to produce a Web documentary related to the sources, the uses, and the aesthetics of water in southern California.

REQUIRED BOOK

Visual Journalism A Guide for New Media Professionals, Harris and Lester, Allyn & Bacon.

GRADING

Ten assignments: 50 percent

(Points will be taken off if an assignment is late for any reason).

Mid-Term Exam: 20 percent

Final Project: 30 percent

To learn your grade, go to: my.fullerton.edu, log on, click on the Blackboard tab at the top right, then click on the COMM 203 course link. Once you’re in, click the “Tools” button to check your grade. Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated and may be subject to severe disciplinary action. For more information on these issues see http://www.du.edu/honorcode/asjalawandpolicyai.htm and http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html.
SUPPLIES

* Still camera (digital or film)

* Digital or video camcorder

* Digital or film medium

* One 100mg Zip disc (IBM-PC formatted) or a 256mg JumpDrive

* 5 CD-R discs

ASSIGNMENTS

Ungraded Assignment
1: Documentary Photography I
2: Documentary Photography II
3: Web Design I
4: Web Design II
5: Reporting and Writing
6: Video Documentary I 

7: Video Documentary II
8: Documentary Photography III 

9: Video Documentary III
10: Web Design III
Final Project
SCHEDULE

Aug.
23:
Introduction and Ungraded Assignment


Readings: Introduction and Chapters 1 - 2

30: Documentary Photography I


Readings: Chapters 4 – 6

Sep.
  6: Labor Day Holiday

13: Documentary Photography II; UNGRADED ASSIGNMENT DUE

Reading: Chapter 16

20: No Class: Attending a Conference in London

27: Web Design I; ASSIGNMENTS 1 & 2 DUE


Reading: Chapter 15

Oct.
  4: Web Design II; ASSIGNMENT 3 DUE

Reading: Chapter 14

11: Reporting and Writing; ASSIGNMENT 4 DUE

Readings: Chapters 7 - 8

18: Mid-Term Exam

25: Video Documentary I; ASSIGNMENT 5 DUE


Reading: Chapter 12

Nov.
  1: Video Documentary II; ASSIGNMENT 6 DUE
  8: Documentary Photography III; ASSIGNMENT 7 DUE
15: Video Documentary III; ASSIGNMENT 8 DUE
22: Fall Recess

29: Web Design III; ASSIGNMENT 9 DUE


Readings: Chapters 9 - 10

Dec.
  6: ASSIGNMENT 10 DUE 

13: Projects Due

