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Mapping the Extent of the Hate Group Network.

Hate groups constitute a challenge both to the study of freedom of expression and to vigilant citizens.  For students of communication, such groups are interesting collections of people who assert free speech and expression for themselves even though they typically are committed to forms of governance that would deny such freedom to others.  Scholars such as Williams (1961) and Wander (1971) have examined the communication patterns used by the Ku Klux Klan and the John Birch Society in efforts to illuminate communication methods of extremist groups.

Citizens, as well, are concerned with such groups since their growth in recent years makes them difficult to ignore as little more than isolated curiosities.  Though they remain on the fringes of society, the burgeoning number of hate groups today makes it a growth industry.  Klanwatch and the Militia Task Force, two watchdog groups of the hate movement, documented a 20% increase in the number of groups from 1996 to 1997 (US fear . . ., 1998, p. 1).  A total of 474 hate groups were included in their listings.  Florida led the pack with 48 groups.  Disturbingly, high school students typically report coming into contact with other students who are neo-Nazis and skinheads. In one survey 21% of students knew such pupils though only 13% of their parents were so informed (Washington Post-ABC . . ., 1999).   Despite such startling numbers, as this paper illustrates, it is helpful to note that many organizations do not represent substantially different groups, but branches from established organizations and relabeled groups.  This paper will focus on the structure of hate groups with the purpose of sharing a map of the hate groups and their interlace structure.  Specifically, this paper will examine the issue of isolating hate groups, will identify a map of the hate group structure, will prepare a listing of some of the prominent hate groups involves, and will share some tentative comments about their interrelationship.  The recurrent theme of this paper is that such groups are not disparate, but show a substantial amount of coordination.

Identifying Hate Groups

Identifying what constitutes a bona fide hate group is not immediately apparent.  In a study of the matter completed for the Canadian government, Kiefl and Currie offered a conventional rationale on the matter:  “Hate-motivated acts may also have a societal effect, which sets them apart from similar acts not directed at particular groups because of a dislike for them. Hate-motivated acts produce situations where people feel threatened because they are members of a group” (Kiefl & Currie, 1994, p. 320).  Despite common sense in such a statement, it seems that states attempting to frame hate crime legislation have not had an easy time of the matter.  In general, a

hate crime refers to those criminal acts committed because of someone’s actual or perceive membership in a particular group.  Today, hate crime laws actually reflect a broad category of offenses that cover prohibitions against cross burnings, desecration to houses of worship, Ku Klux Klan antimasking laws, penalty enhancements, and stand alone civil rights or intimidation statutes (Levin, 1999, p. 7).

Though such a definition identifies a hate crime rather than a hate group, by implication a hate group would be recognized as one that promotes such hate crimes.  

Though not a necessary restriction on the scope of this paper, it might be mentioned that for matters of legal prosecution, the boundary between freedom of expression and a hate crime remains nettlesome.  As far back as Beauharnais v. Illinois (1952) the U. S. Supreme Court sustained a state law on group libel by organizations making bigoted statements against people of targeted religious, racial, and ethnic groups.  Yet, subsequent cases have undermined much of the legal basis of hate speech rejection (e.g., Texas v. Johnson [1989] held that rank offensiveness of speech does not permit it to be penalized;  Smith v. Collin [1978] sanctioned a Nazi march).  In the R.A.V. v. St. Paul (1992) case, a teenage skinhead was prosecuted for burning a cross in the yard of an African American family.  The local ordinance specified that it was illegal hate speech to put an item on someone’s property that “arouses anger, alarm, or resentment in others on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, or gender.”   The Court did not define hate speech, but it indicated that when the offensive action was directed only toward some groups but not others (such as the mentally ill or physically handicapped), the law was not constitutional.  In response, more than 20 states now include hate crimes when the attacks are directed toward victims based on sexual orientation, sex, and disabilities.  Even so, attempts to legislate against hate groups may or may not prove effective.  As one report explained, hate groups 

do not create racism, they organize it.  If hate groups are organizers rather than creators of racist attitudes and sentiments, the control of hate groups may not have the desired long term effect of controlling hate crimes since this kind of approach would not address the existence of attitudes and beliefs which tolerate and even condone acts of discrimination against racial and visible minorities. It appears, then, that addressing the three aspects of materials, behaviours and groups as separate focal points is not likely to be as effective as a more rounded effort to combat hate crimes; and, addressing the wider sentiments of prejudice and racism, upon which hate groups play, would also seem to be warranted and important. This is not to say that the three aspects of hate crimes should not be addressed on their own, but a more rounded approach to the problem, involving both legal and non-legal approaches, is more likely to be successful. (Kiefl & Currie, 1994, pp. 308-309)  

Despite the difficulty controlling hate groups simply by outlawing them, it seems that they may be defined for purposes of this paper according to a view that identifies hate groups as formal or informal organizations that target groups for intimidation or attack so that targeted people feel threatened because they are members of a group.

A Map of the Hate Group Structure

The development of a map of hate groups is informed by several sources.  First, the contributions made by students of the hate group enterprise were examined, especially those inquiries by the Black Journalism Review (Active hate . . ., 1999), the Public Eye (What is the history . . ., 1999), and especially James Ridgeway’s effort to trace such links.  Indeed, it is this latter source that is the seminal source for this map construction update.  Following these starting points, updates to original mapping efforts were supplemented by information gleaned from Internet sources, especially those of such groups themselves.  Among the most useful of these sources were those of the National Alliance (http://www.natall.com) and David Duke Online (http://www.davidduke.com). Following the network’s construction, several choices had 

to be made in construction of the map found on pages that follow.    First, in some cases, individual chapters of organizations employ different names than their parent 

organizations.   For instance, the Northwest Knights of the Ku Klux Klan do not operate independently from the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.  Thus, this group is not listed separately, but it is included under the “Knights of the Ku Klux Klan including regional branches.”  Though many churches in the identity movement and in the Church of Jesus Christ Christian use different names than their primary church, they are not separated here.  Second, groups to be included had to be those for which information was available, either through their own websites or through direct publication.  Some secret or emerging groups, for instance, are not included by this criterion.  Third, groups that voice a strong opinion—even ones hostile to the mainstream of the public forum were not automatically included.  As an example, though the black separatist movement is alleged to be experiencing a Renaissance of sorts, and since the anti-Semitic rhetoric sometimes associated with the Nation of Islam is cause for concerned reaction, a reasonable case might be made for the inclusion of this group as a hate group.  Yet, the Nation of Islam was excluded from this list of hate groups on the recommendation of Hatewatch, sponsored by the Black Journalism Review:
After careful examination of both reports [FBI Uniform Crime Reports and FBI Report on Hate Crimes], the editors of BJR Online Hatewatch could find no corroborative participation in hate crimes by members of the Nation of Islam.  Therefore, reference to the NOI were removed from the following list of “Active Hate Groups.”  There was reference in the original list to another obscure “Black Separatist” organization, which the editors surmised may have been inserted simply as a “fig leaf” to cover the list’s authors’ real intention and may have simply been a label the NOI as a hate group.”  (Active Hate Groups. . ., 1999, p 2)

A Map of Hate Group Structures in America
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Though the John Birch Society leadership does not have a history of engaging in violence, the organization’s communication often has been associated with extreme positions that have encouraged some followers to engage in hate speech and occasionally intimidation, while calling on the name of the organization as justification.  Finally, only hate groups involved in public appeals are involved here.  Groups organized in prisons and those designed to promote crime (e.g., Crips and Bloods) are excluded from this hate crime list.  
Prominent Hate Groups

The map of hate groups suggests that five major branches of the hate group network exist:  the John Birch Society;  the Ku Klux Klan movement;  the White Supremacist, Aryan and Skinhead movements;  the Churches of Jesus Christ Christian and Identity churches;  and the neo-Nazis.  As is typical of such organizations, “All groups have ideologies that include racism and anti-Semitism (often cloaked in religious garb)” (Kaplan 1995, p. 44).  Each of these categories will be listed in turn.  It should be mentioned that reporting information on the sizes of these groups is most difficult because they zealously treat their membership as secret information.

John Birch Society

The John Birch society is an ultra conservative organization whose primary objectives are, among others, to see the end of communism and to remove the United States from the United Nations.  Founded by Robert Welch in 1958, the society takes its name after a Baptist missionary who was killed by Chinese Communists in August 25, 1945 while on a mission for the Office of Strategic Services, the forerunner of the Central Intelligence Agency (John Birch Society, 1983).  Welch named the fledgling society after the deceased missionary because as he said, “If we rediscover some of our sounder spiritual values in the example of his life . . . and learn essential truths about our enemy from the lesson of his murder, then his death at age twenty-six ceases to be a tragedy” (in Grigg, 1993, p. 1).  In essence, John Birch was taken as the first U.S. casualty of World War III.  Politically, while eschewing partisan politics, the organization also supports reclaiming the Panama Canal and exposing a “cover-up” regarding Vietnam POWs/MIAs (see John Birch Society Online, 2000).  In addition to books it promotes and a large number of tracts, the organization publishes The New American, which replaced American Opinion as its chief magazine.  As the map reveals, despite its extreme rhetoric and influence in the larger network, the John Birch Society maintains a fierce independence form other such groups.  As such, it is an anomaly in the listed groups.  

The Ku Klux Klan

Originally organized in 1865 as a fraternal order of Confederate Civil War veterans (Blee, 1991) who named their organization after an adaptation of the Greek term kuklos or "circle," the Ku Klux Klan rapidly generated into a vigilante organization.  The members initially played pranks on Reconstructionist government officials for amusement.  As the organization grew in violence against Catholics, Jews, African Americans, it became increasingly uncontrollable, leading its leader, former Confederate General Nathan B. Forrest to disband it in 1869 (Ku Klux Klan, 1983, p. 328).  In 1871 President Grant ordered troops back from the Indian wars to help South Carolina’s governor put down Klan violence.  Nevertheless, various Klans continued to claim variations of the name.  In 1915, a former preacher named Col. William Simmons founded a group called the Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.  Klan intimidation relied on a combination of cross burning, violence, and even public parades.  As a result of newspaper exposés, the Klan’s lost whatever popular support it had during the early twenties and by 1929 it was reduced to a few thousand members.

During the economic depression of the 1930s the Ku Klux Klan remained active on a small scale, particularly against trade union organizers in the South.  It also openly threatened blacks with dire punishment if they exercised their right to vote.  In 1940 the Klan joined with the German-American Bund, an organization financed in part by the National Socialist (Nazi) government in Germany, in holding a large rally at Camp Nordland, N.J.  After the entry of the U.S. into World War II, the Klan curtailed its activities.  In 1944 it disbanded formally when it was unable to pay back taxes owed to the federal government. (Ku Klux Klan, 1983, p. 328)

When the Klan’s charter was revoked by the state of Georgia in 1947 and when its strongest benefactor, Samuel Green of Georgia, died in 1949, the Klan organization effectively broke down.  

The United Klans of America.  Emerging in reaction to the civil rights movement of the 1960s, this Klan group aroused interest among reactionary elements of the Nation (Ferber 1998).  The United Klans of America was formed from the separate unaffiliated Klans in the southern part of the United States during the Kennedy administration in response to Attorney General Robert Kennedy’s sending some 500 U.S. Marshals to Montgomery Alabama to protect the “freedom riders” who were being beaten by the local Klan members, often as they departed the bus doors.  The Klan members saw the need to unite and, after settling their various differences, made Robert Shelton their Imperial Wizard. Shelton had headed the Alabama Knights until he had been ousted in 1960.  Eventually the group was sued into nonexistence in 1987 as a result of actions taken by Morris Dees of the Southern Poverty Law Center.  Shelton taught syllogistically that all Jews were communists and, since he hated communists, he was obliged to hate Jews.  He claimed not to hate African Americans and explained that they were childlike creatures who were being misled by the Jews.  The UKA was strongly implicated in a 1963 Birmingham Sunday school bombing in which four little girls were killed (UKA members finally were indicted for murder on May 16, 2000 [Anti-Defamation League, 2000c]), as well as in the murder of the three civil rights workers Michael Schwerner, Andrew Goodman, and James Chaney (Ridgeway, 1991, pp. 68-71).  In spring 1979, twenty members of the UKA were indicted for their roles in racial violence in Alabama.  Three pled guilty and ten were sentenced to federal prison.  In 1987, a lawsuit was brought by the family of an African American teenager whom six UKA members lynched in 1981 under the direction of the UKA Titan (regional leader) Bennie Jack Hays.  When they won a $7.2 million award, they took possession of the UKA's national headquarters and 6.5 acres of land (Anti-Defamation League, 2000b).  The organization ceased operation. 


The North Carolina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.  This group was an independent paramilitary organization taking its inspiration from the Klan movement.  Led by Glenn Miller, a former Green Beret, the group achieved notoriety for a 1978 shootout in Greensboro North Carolina, which left five American Communists dead.  In 1979, the group changed the organization’s name to the White Patriot Party (Estep, 2000, p. 20).  Members dressed in military style camouflage clothing and operated paramilitary training camps.  They supported apartheid in South Africa, attacked Jerry Falwell as a “Judas Goat” for promoting eventual “black rule” of America.  The main platform of the group was Southern independence in a land composed of whites only (Ridgeway, 1991, pp. 100-101).  Following successful prosecutions of its leadership, the organization declined in membership to a largely shadow group by the late 1980s.  

Knights of the KKK .  In the early 1970s, an alternative Klan structure became dominant—largely because they could claim to be unaffiliated with the previous Klans’ financial liabilities--and continues to influence the movement.  Eventually led by David Duke, who previously emerged from the Louisiana Knights, many in the organization acquired the so-called “buttoned down” look of its leader, rather than reveling in stereotypical redneck gear.  Over time, many members adopted an urbane appearance and avoided images of ignorant Klan members of the past.  There also have been influential splinter groups in Louisiana, Texas, California and Alabama, each known as “Knights.” (Ridgeway, 1991, pp. 87, 169).  According to his official biography, in the mid 1970s "other so-called 'Klans' [presumably including the Alabama Knights, the California Knights] conformed to a Hollywood-generated image of ignorance, hate and violence.  So in 1978 he resigned and formed the NAAWP [the National Association for the Advancement of White People], a White civil rights organization" (David Duke Biography, 2000, p. 1).   With Duke's ascendancy, the Louisiana Knights found its leadership assumed by Bill Wilkinson.  Urging an increasingly active strategy of confrontation, the Invisible Empire split from the Louisiana Knights, leaving it to face its own legal battles and eventually to wither.  The Invisible Empire was dealt quite a blow when a recruiter for the Virginia chapter, former U.S. Navy officer John Walker assigned to the National Security Agency, was convicted of selling secrets to the Soviet Union.  This group was very aggressive and is credited with having created trouble aboard some ships in the Navy (Ridgeway, 1991, 157-158).  

Duke continued to advance his causes, eventually creating the National Association for European American Rights in January 2000 (Carter, 2000).  The general purposes of his groups are to complain about affirmative action, immigration policy, and intermixing of the races (Estep, 2001, p. 24).  His approach has avoided the aggressive tactics of some other white supremacist groups such as the KKK, White Patriot Party and others.  Instead, he has taken the view that different races would be given specific areas of the country in which to live and, presumably, to thrive.  The divisions he proposed were originally published in the magazine Instauration and later reprinted in the December 1984 NAAWP News:

blacks could live in a New Africa made up of parts of Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi; Jews would dwell in West Israel, comprised of Long Island and Manhattan; the rest of the New York metropolitan area and southern Connecticut would be home to various "unassimilable minorities," including Puerto Ricans, southern Italians, Greeks, and immigrants from the southern Mediterranean littoral; Mexicans would get the Southwest, except for a slice of territory called Navahona, which would be reserved for American Indians; the Hawaiian Islands would be renamed East Mongolia and be set aside for Asians; Dade County, Florida would be the New Cuba.  Anyone straying across their [sic] borders would be shot on sight.  (Ridgeway, 1991, p.148) .

Duke continued efforts to "mainstream" his views into the political system and is chairman of the Republican Party in Louisiana's St. Tammany Parish (Carter, 2000, p. 1).  Other Klan groups are following this lead in attempting the mainstreaming strategy.   In Missouri, the Klan applied to participate in the Adopt-A-Highway program and when it was turned down, the organization sued.  Ironically, the freeway in question was renamed the Rosa Parks Freeway (Jonsson, 2000).  

White Supremacist, Aryan and Skinhead Movements

The leadership of Tom Metzger, a television repairman from Fallbrook, California, has played a seminal role in the map of white supremacist groups.  The California Knights of the Ku Klux Klan were a hate group dominated by Metzger.  After affiliation with the John Birch Society in the 1960s and various Klan groups in the 1970s, Metzger led the California Knights in its efforts until criminal prosecution for its violence eventually resulted in his folding the group to promote other groups.  The American Front (taking its name from the British and French organizations) became a new shell organization of Metzger's that continued the link that he used to combine forces in the skinhead movement.  


White Aryan Resistance.  Though Metzger's son, John, "served as nominal head of WAR Youth (previously known as the Aryan Youth Movement and the White Student Union" (Tom Metzger's . . ., 1993, p. 2) , Tom Metzger used the group as a way to reach out to skinhead groups.   In a similar move, Metzger organized the Aryan Women's League to reach out to women skinheads.  The explained to potential recruits, "The A.W.L. is trying to recruit racially conscious women to battle the Jew/mud/Zombie/Mutant, degenerate, lesbos [conspiracy]. . . .  This Jew-dyke conspiracy . . . has to stop as it is the jews' [sic] most vicious campaign against us yet . . . .[WAR, cited in Tom Metzger's . . ., 1993. p. 2]  Metzger claims not to be a conservative.  His belief is that groups who were racist were historically liberal, shifted to the right, and now require a shift again back to the left.  He quotes Jack London as saying “I’m a socialist, a party man.  But number one I’m a white working man,” (Ridgeway. 1991, p. 176).
Though Metzger was found guilty on a 1983 cross-burning incident in Los Angeles, his efforts did not slow.  He established the American Front (http://www.americanfront.com/index2.htm) to advance what is called the "Third Position."  The chief function of such work, however, has been the promotion of skinhead and white supremacist groups generally.  Through the use of his hotline and, for a time his public access television program, Metzger was able to advance interests that stimulated skinheads or organize and act. 

Skinheads.  The Skinhead movement actually takes its racist traditions from Great Britain in reaction to immigrants, especially those from Asia and the Asian subcontinent (The skinhead international . . ., 1995).  The menacing looking youth with shaven heads, tattoos, and combat boots began attacking immigrants and eventually developed their sympathies into groups with white supremacy and neo-Nazi sentiments.  In Germany, there are more than 2500 acts of skinhead violence each year (Erb, 1998).  When the skinheads made their way to the United States, their loose confederation revolved around the propaganda efforts of Gary Lauck of Lincoln, Nebraska who publishes a neo-Nazi tabloid newspaper and sells stickers and t-shirts with swastikas, and phrases such as "Deport Race-Mixers (The skinhead international . . ., 1995).  Racist music remains a chief promotion tool of skinheads.  Skinheads have a strong record of violence, though until recent years it did not seem to be directed from a central source.

Following Tom Metzger’s links to the skinheads through distribution of his magazine WAR to skinheads worldwide, the encouragement of violence has been intensified (The skinhead international . . ., 1995, p. 3).  For instance, when three skinheads attacked three Ethiopians and killed one man, Metzger deepened the threat through his WAR hotline:  "We will put blood on the streets like you've never seen and advocate more violence than both World Wars put together . . . We have a new set of targets to play with.  So if you're white and work for the system, watch your step.  Whether you be a system cop, a controlled judge, or a crooked lawyer, your ass is grass" (Levin & McDevitt, 1993, p. 103.).

The Posse Comitatus.  Though initially organized as an anti-government group modeled after the "posse of the county" organized by King Alfred in 871 (Alden, 2000), this group operates under the view that no legitimate power exists beyond the county level.  Borrowing from the identity churches, the Posse Comitatus takes as its mission preparing for warfare against the groups of people--Jews and blacks in particular--whom they believe are inferior (and not the true “chosen people”).  Though the armed nature of most hate groups is broadly political and social, the Posse Comitatus is highly militaristic.  Branch organizations include various militias and a group with the curiously pastoral name Family Farm Preservation.  The group has been involved in murder of two federal marshals in North Dakota in 1983 and in threatening the lives of two judges and several IRS administrators.  They have engaged in robbery and counterfeiting (one plan involved Identity Minister James Wickstrom's preparing to distribute $100,000 in counterfeit bills to attendees at the 1988 Aryan Nations World Congress)  (Paranoia as patriotism, 2000).  Despite the blatant criminal activity, when Posse member Gordon Kahl died in a shootout with police, he was treated as a martyr for the cause. 

Aryan Nations.  Borrowing a combination of influences from the Christian Identity churches and the white supremacist movements, the Aryan Nations was founded by "Pastor" Richard G. Butler in the 1970s near Coeur d'Alene, Idaho (Timeline . . . , 2000).  The organization focused on militant white supremacy, separate white homelands, and armed resistance.  Though viewed locally as a threat, the group became increasingly bellicose when Robert Mathews formed a branch of the group called The Order in September 1983 following a conflict between Matthews and Aryan Nations leadership.  The Order launched a crime spree including robbing an adult book store, an armored car, and a host of other businesses.  The Order branched out into murder, first of a Denver radio talk-show host, Alan Berg, a state trooper in Missouri, and attempted to hire a hit man to kill an FBI informant  (Timeline . . . , 2000).  The Order ceased operations when its leader was killed in a shootout and when members of the organization were tried and convicted of various charges, particularly racketeering.  But another group calling itself The Order II announced itself and made contact with other groups. How stable this operation may be is anyone's guess.  Following bombings at the U.S. courthouse in Coeur d'Alene and at the home of an anti-Aryan Nations activist, Butler was arrested for attempting to overthrow the government through use of The Order, but his 1988 trial resulted in an acquittal.  Over the years, the group continued its attacks on gay bars, assassinations of civil rights leaders (by a splinter group called The Bob Matthews Brigade), skinhead executions, bank robberies (by the Aryan Republican Army), and cross burnings.  In July 1998, the group's security force shot at an African American couple and held them at gunpoint for some time.  The result of this event was a civil suit argued for the plaintiffs by Morris Dees of the Southern Poverty Law Center.  Eventually, the group lost both its compound and its authority to use the names Aryan Nations the Church of Jesus Christ Christian (Tough times . . ., 2000, p. 2).   

Churches of Jesus Christ Christian and Identity Churches.  Many individual groups claim to be part of the identity church movement.  Thus, listings may have many different names, such as Church of the Creator, the Covenant, and Christian Crusade Church.  The Church of Jesus Christ Christian was developed by individuals who had been steeped in the anti-Semitism movements of Father Charles Coughlin and Gerald L. K. Smith during the 1930s.  Even so, Wesley Swift, a follower of Smith, developed his church separately from the others.  The church asserts that its racism and anti-Semitism is justified (even though Christ was a Jew) by a view that "Anglo Saxons--not Jews--are the real Biblical ‘Chosen people;’ that Jews are descendants of a sexual union between Eve and Satan; that the white race is superior to others, and that Blacks and other nonwhite races of 'mud people' are on the same level as animals, and therefore have no souls" (Anti-Defamation League, 2000a, p. 1).   In reality, the Church often celebrates Hitler as a prophet and advocates variations of the "annihilation of the Jewish race."  A branch group is the collection that forms the Identity churches.  Though in "theology" there is little to distinguish the Church of Jesus Christ Christian from other identity churches, organizationally they have operated separately, with the Church of Jesus Christ, Christian increasingly associated with Aryan Nations and the Identity churches taking their own directions with other organizations. 

The Identity Church theology of white supremacist groups is an extreme version of the radical right and includes acceptance of the millenarian belief that the end of the world is near.  Furthermore, at least one scholar has explained that these groups have been encouraged by the rise of fundamentalism among mainstream Christians (Barkun, 1989)  The association of hate groups with religious organizations has had some intensifying effects on the movement as members believe that they are doing "God's work." 

1999 saw a spate of horrific attacks with multiple victims, perhaps motivated by apocalyptic visions and millennial expectation sparked by the approach of the year 2000. . . .  The most significant small trends appear to be a decrease in anti-White attacks, and an increase in attacks on gay men and lesbians. (Hate crimes statistics, 2000, p. 2).”  

The Identity churches have not only been used by the militia movements, but they also have encouraged them into action (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2000, p. 5).


The Minutemen.  In 1960, Robert DePugh founded the ultra-right wing Minutemen, whose members viewed themselves as ready warriors in the battle for the Nation according to the principles explained by the emergent Identity churches and the Church of Jesus Christ Christian (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2000, p. 3).  By the early 1970s, the Minutemen had been disbanded and DePugh had been placed in prison.  But, "The most important of America's para-military organizations was the Minutemen. A prototype and direct precursor of the modern militia movement, the Minutemen overlapped many domestic fascist organizations, such as the American Nazi Party, the aforementioned Christian Defense League, Ku Klux Klan and National States Rights Party" (The militia movement . . ., 2000).

The Neo-Nazis


Regardless of their names, the neo-Nazi groups all share the same interest in advancing the teachings of Hitler and his associates.  In particular, the racial views of the Nazis are most salient to the followers.  As leaders attempt to rename themselves to avoid financial liabilities of other groups, number of groups in this category continues to grow.  Even so, only some of the dominant forces need be mentioned here.

Silvershirts.  Though this group existed before the full brunt of the Nazi tragedy could be identified, the Silvershirts introduced the Nation to Nazi racialism before it was recognized as such.  William Dudley Pelley was a publisher and scriptwriter who developed anti-Semitic views as a result of his hatred for communism, which he said grew as a result of his associating communism with "jewishness" [sic] (FAEM, 2000, p. 1).  In 1930 he founded the Silver Legion whose members became known as Silvershirts.  Their platform consisted of warning against a Jewish-Communist conspiracy that would lead to the takeover of the United States.  Pelley received encouragement from famous anti-Semites of the time including Father Coughlin and Gerald L. K. Smith.  He ran for President in 1936 and continued to serve as an apologist for German persecutions of Jews and minorities.  His Silvershirts cast fear into citizens around the world when they threatened to take command of major cities (Sevareid, 1936).  Two alumni of the Silvershirts were Wesley Swift (founder of the Church of Jesus Christ Christian) and Richard Butler (founder of Aryan Nations) (Levin, 2000, p. 5).  When World War II began, the Silvershirts were disbanded and in 1942 Pelly was imprisoned for sedition because of his continuing support of Germany and virulent attacks against the U.S. government as "Jew-communists."

American Nazi Party.  Largely a creation of George Lincoln Rockwell (Schmaltz, 1999), the American Nazi Party had a single leader and collections of Stormtroopers.  Until Rockwell’s assassination in 1967, the American Nazi Party was the chief representative of neo-Nazi interests in the Nation.  Rockwell attempted to render Nazism respectable by making it into some sort of religion.  To do so, in 1964 he met with Wesley Smith, founder of the Church of Jesus Christ Christian, to develop a plan for linking the two groups increasingly closely together (Schwartz, 1999, p. 211).  Rockwell even appointed one of his Stormtoopers to be the official Christian Identity Minister for the ANP.  When Rockwell was killed, the Party split into a group that withered and a second group that became known as the National Socialist White Peoples Party headed by Matt Koehl, one of Rockwell’s most prominent Stormtroopers.  Eventually, the NSWPP became associated with many acts of terrorism and violence in all parts of the Nation.  In 1999 the group became known as “The Order” (The National Socialist . . ., 2000), adopting a name that was previously associated with the Aryan Nations spinoff organization.  Despite some claims to the contrary, the ANP never gained many members, but many neo-Nazi groups were directly stimulated by this organization (Ferber, 1998).

National Alliance.  One of Rockwell’s original Stormtroopers, William Pierce, heads the neo-Nazi National Alliance, which “carried forward the creed and agenda of Rockwell’s ANP” (Estep, 2000, p. 3).   As the skinheads, militia movement and white supremacy groups have grown increasingly racist and ant-Semitic during the 1980s (Public Eye, 1999, p. 1), the National Alliance has kept pace.  Originally, “the National Alliance grew out of ‘The National Youth Alliance” (Willis Carto and . . .2000, p. 1) which, in turn, grew out of the Youth for Wallace” organization during the 1968 campaign (Holocaust FAQ . . ., 2001, p. 1).  The NA has been getting its message to the public in a variety of ways such as direct publications (such as Hunter and The Turner Diaries by William L. Pierce, Which Way Western Man? by William Simpson, and Serpents Walk by Randolph Calverhill), radio (a weekly short-wave radio program called American Dissident Voices which began to be broadcast on some AM radio stations in 1992 and is now broadcast on the Internet), audiocassettes, and a recording label (Resistance Records) (Tuft, 2000).  The group also published the tabloid Attack, which underwent a metamorphosis and became National Vanguard.  They also are in the process of establishing a video studio (see http://www.natall.com). 

The National Alliance also has been using some misleading methods to recruit members.  An ad placed in the St. Louis Post Dispatch advertised a shotgun for sale for $100.  Instead, listeners got a two and a half minute message from the National Alliance    (Tuft, 2000).  The National Alliance recording stated that it is the “organization for white people” and is engaged in “more than a debate, more than a culture war.  The success or failure of this effort will determine our very survival as a race.”  This method is being used to recruit members in 17 states.  Overall, the neo-Nazi movement is more visible than effective.  Recently, some of its fund raising outlets have been eliminated.  For instance, after a French Court ruled that Yahoo! had to block online auctions of Nazi memorabilia, Yahoo! decided on a volunteer ban overall (Yahoo . . ., 2001).

Liberty Lobby.  The Liberty Lobby is an organization located in Washington DC and publishing a weekly newspaper called The Spotlight.  The newspaper has championed the causes of Posse Comitatus murderers, Klansmen and, of course, other neo-Nazis.  Denying that they are anti-Semitic, the Lobby submits that they are only anti-Zionist (Center for Democratic Renewal, 1995).  The racist and anti-Semitic nature of the Liberty Lobby has made it the leading anti-Semitic organ of neo-Nazi organizations.  The organization was staffed by individuals from the Klan, and from the anti-Semitic Canadian groups “Freedom Council of Canada” and “Canadian Intelligence Service” (not a government agency).  Over the years, the Liberty Lobby has become a center for the promotion of holocaust denial work under the guise of historical revisionism or correction. 

The Liberty Lobby extended its work in 1988 by founding the Populist Party, which ran David Duke as their presidential candidate and Bo Gritz (a prominent speaker on the Christian Identity Church/Liberty Lobby/Patriot circuit and founder of the National Coalition to Reform Money and Taxes) as their nominee for Vice President (Willis Carto and . . ., 2000, p. 4).  Though the Populist Party never constituted a serious threat to the two major political parties, it was a major focus of political fund raising for the extreme right wing interests. 
Drawing Some Tentative Lessons

Several comments about the map of hate groups may be shared.  First, as the watchdog group, Public Eye, stated this “movement is not a new phenomenon” (What is the history . . ., 1999).  As can be seen by the associated timeline on the map, this collection of pressure hate groups has a long tradition stemming back nearly a century and a half.  Those who might assume that the groups would just go away are likely to be mistaken in their desires.  Interestingly, on those occasions when a group has seemed to disappear, it often has shown up again with a new name or with new leadership stemming from a different tradition.

Second, this collection of groups is highly organized, both by national organizational structure and by networks of active coordination.  Despite stereotypes on the matter, hate group structures are not localized geographically in the South.  Not only does the map indicate this fact, but indirect evidence is found in the hate crime statistics collected by the FBI.  Though the FBI (1997) reported 9,861 hate crimes in the entire Nation (mostly intimidation and assaults), it was not the case that such things were isolated to the South.  Indeed, more crimes occurred in New Jersey than the total for Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and Mississippi combined.  Moreover, these groups are not isolated collections of “rednecks.”  Their operations show an interlace structure such that one hate group seems to give rise to another and another.  The groups seem to have associations far beyond the South alone.


Third, the groups isolated here rely on mass media sources that may be studied and, in some cases, regulated.  Historically the KKK spread its message through the burning of crosses and nightriders.  Those activities now are viewed with distaste and in some cases are actually illegal.  So, they often have shifted to publishing books, making audiotapes, videotapes, records, and broadcasting over the airwaves.  These groups also have embraced the Internet, even including hate groups that regularly engage in criminal behavior.  Of course, the websites do not admit illegal activity, but they are filled with code terms espousing white pride, anticommunism, and advancement of race.  Yet, since hate groups use the Internet, some hold that the server sponsors may be held accountable if the server sites advance hate group propaganda that influences people to commit crimes (Dayton, 2001).   Overall, it is easier today than ever before to find information on hate groups.  Thus, their influence should not be expected to decline until a demand for their variety of information is reduced first.   


Fourth, such groups no longer are composed of ignorant and under funded misfits.  Today’s hate groups—as indicated by their sophisticated network—are savvy about the use of technology and legal options to advance their causes.  An implication of this fact is that responses to them must be equally sophisticated rather than dismissive alone.  Kiel and Currie (1994, pp. 309-310) stated in their study of the hate groups:

Hate groups appear to be sophisticated, resourceful, and well organized in their efforts. For example, the creation of a record company to produce hate music and the adoption of the tactic of having it distributed from a United States-based mailing address signifies that hate groups operating in Canada are sufficiently funded to undertake large-scale and varied activities; and that they are adopting strategies designed to overcome the laws and resources in place in Canada to combat their activities. Again, it appears that addressing the problem of hate crimes will not be easy and a varied approach to limiting the activities of hate groups and hate crimes is necessary.

Such groups are experienced with adversaries underestimating them and any efforts to respond to them should reflect serious and sophisticated efforts. Overall, it is not too much to say that the current linkages among the traditions of American hate groups creates both new challenges and some very real threats to the practice of freedoms and the response to hate in America.
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