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Using Logical Patterns:  The Toulmin Model

Map out the following arguments by use of the Toulmin model:

Many high school athletes are not competent students.  Hence, they should not be allowed to play competitive sports until their grades meet minimum standards, since academic work is must be the first priority for students.  Dr. William Wirt, professor of Education at Phillips State College, explained that "permitting academically unqualified athletes to play in sports does actual intellectual damage to them as well as their teams."  Of course, there are some who might be afraid of abuses of the no pass/no play system, but on balance, high school athletes should not be permitted to play until their grades justify it.

There is not much reason to give the vote to 18 year old individuals.  As a rule, these young people do not care enough to vote.  As a general principle the right to vote should not be extended to people who are apathetic about their civic responsibilities.  It is possible that these young people often are unable to register to vote, given their high mobility from one geographic region to another, but the stunning low levels of voter participation on any level suggests that they do not care to vote.  There is no real doubt in my mind that lowering the voting age to 18 was a very bad idea.

King Kong was the greatest movie of all time.  It had good, evil, love, hate, and violence, all rolled up into one great picture.  Any movie that can do that much in under two hours is a great film.  I may not be Roger Ebert, but I know a good movie when I see it.  It is my humble opinion that King Kong is simply the best movie that ever was.

