Enthymeme Exercise 2

Name__________________________

1.Search the local newspapers (particularly newspaper columns and editorials) and see if you can spot deductive arguments.  Attach the article and quote the deductive argument from it here:

“______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________”

  Source________________________________________________________________________________

What type of syllogism is used here?________________________________                                    
Now outline the underlying syllogism:

    MP: ________________________________________________________________________________

    mp:_________________________________________________________________________________

   C:___________________________________________________________________________________

2. To identify an enthymeme, Walter Fisher has suggested that one look for arguments that have the following form:


"I believe  A is B      because  A is C   ."

     For instance:  "I believe that the Mona Lisa is valuable

                                                (A)         (B)


                     because the Mona Lisa is beautiful."

                                        (A)          (C)


In the spaces below, write out three such statements that apply to you.

a. I believe that ______________________________________________________                                         



because_______________________________________________________ .

b. I believe that ______________________________________________________                                         



because_______________________________________________________ .

c. I believe that ______________________________________________________                                         



because_______________________________________________________ .

Now, cast these enthymemes into valid syllogisms by filling in the suppressed premise for each.  HINT:  you probably have suppressed the major premise of a categorical syllogism.

   Example:  (suppressed major premise):  Beautiful things are valuable.

                                                       (C)            (B)

                 expressed minor premise:  The Mona Lisa is beautiful.

                                                   (A)          (C)

                  expressed conclusion:  The Mona Lisa is valuable.

                                                (A)          (B)

a.  MP:  _______________________________________________________ .

     mp:  _______________________________________________________ .

     C:     _______________________________________________________ .

b.  MP:  _______________________________________________________ .

     mp:  _______________________________________________________ .

     C:     _______________________________________________________

c.  MP:  _______________________________________________________ .

     mp:  _______________________________________________________ .

     C:     _______________________________________________________
  ______

