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I would like this activity to go under the adapting to others (HCOM 100) section.

The following activity is meant to inform students of how we often, unwittingly, use biased language. I have students work on this activity individually. They are instructed to read the following statements and indicate whether they notice anything “strange” about the sentences (I tell them to focus on the messages, not grammar/punctuation/etc.). If they notice anything that stands out, I tell them to make any changes they think are necessary. If they don’t, I instruct them to leave the sentences as they are. I actually like to do this before we discuss biased language. After they complete the activity, I conduct a lecture on the subject, and then we go back and take a second look. Often times, students are surprised by how subtle yet exclusive these kinds of messages can be.

1. I now pronounce you man and wife.

2. Jeff stayed home to babysit his son, while his wife went out to take care of some business.

3. My friend Van is from Vietnam, but he acts like a regular guy.

4. I know a woman doctor and a male nurse.

5. (Suppose a woman is wearing a very expensive-looking necklace…) Your boyfriend must really love you!

