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Sample lecture – Audience analysis:  Application Log

My method of teaching public speaking is to lecture on Burke’s stage, actor, audience (drawing a white board model) and establishing an understanding of how Zarefsky defines a rhetorical situation.  This work precedes student participation in an audience analysis activity where they are asked to be speechwriters. 

Students in small groups take turns reading aloud a speech by Mary Fisher entitled “A Whisper of Aids” from http://www.americanrhetoric.com.  Reading aloud helps students share their voices with fellow students in small groups while seated.  In groups, students discuss the rhetorical situation, the types of claims made by Mary, the strategies she used to seek identification with the audience, the context of the speech as best we can imagine from the information provided, and ways in which Mary seemed to analyze her audience to inform the choices that she made throughout the speech.  We also explore through class discussion, after all groups have reported their discoveries, what speaker constraints exist, and how the audience constrains the speech situation.  To expand our understanding of audience analysis, we supplement the ideas in the text as follows:  

Lecture  & Activity 

Karen Schriver (1997) described three main types of audience analysis in use in the arena of writing that have application to our pursuit of audience analysis in public speaking (see http://www.techwr-l.com/techwhirl/magazine/writing/prescriptiveanalysis.html
Classifiers:  Identify the type of audience characteristics or features that are important, develop a profile made of these characteristics, and use that profile to target their speech.  Basic demographic strategies fall in this category.  

Intuitors: After writing a speech, students are asked to consider putting themselves in the shoes of their classmates.  How would you feel if you heard this speech?  What would your reaction or experience be to this topic if it were unfamiliar to you?  Would you be bored by this speech?  Is the speech vivid and well organized so as to hold your attention?  Is the speech meaningful?  

Listeners:  Students are encouraged to survey through various means the opinions, attitudes, beliefs, and interests of classmates.  A class discussion of what is currently important in student’s lives helps classmates consider if the audience will be listening.  
