Reaction UN-Paper  2

(25 pts)
Write a one page, double-spaced paper with a strong thesis statement related to the topic of interpersonal relationships.  The reaction paper is your opportunity to express an opinion, position, or persuasive statement about interpersonal relationships using your real life and concepts from class discussion and our text.  The format of the paper is attached, using an example inspired from our class discussion on Monday, April 10th on “freedom”.  

The paper is due on Monday, April 17th at the beginning of class.    

Each paper must be typed with your name clearly at the top of the page.  Proper grammar and language rules must be followed to receive a suitable grade.  Your paper should include an introduction with thesis statement, the outline of your body (two main points and two pieces of evidence), and a conclusion that ties back to your introductory paragraph.    

Write a first draft.  Sleep on it at least one night (not literally, but allow for time to pass after you complete your first draft).   Share it with one other person to see if it makes sense.  Re-write your paper and tighten up your paper to make your points in as few words as possible.  Attend to punctuation and careful proofreading.  Expect a good grade.  

Sample Paper #2

Freedom:  The importance of the muted voices  

Purpose Statement:
I want my audience to believe that freedom includes the responsibility to listen to muted voices in America.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Organizing Question:
Why is it important that America listens to opinions of those who express ideas different from the majority view?  

Introduction: 



In what was reported at the time as an oppressively hot Philadelphia summer, the delegates to the May 1787 Continental Convention introduced various ideas of what tenets and freedoms should be included in the Constitution.  After months of debate and speechmaking, the delegates were weary from what the National Archives calls “weeks of intense pressure”.  By September, the delegates signed the Constitution and returned home to assess the chances of ratification.  What happened to some of the issues that had not been in favor with the majority?  Although a bill of rights had been barely mentioned at the convention, less popular or so called muted voices sought to protect what Richard Henry Lee called “those essential rights of mankind without which liberty cannot exist.”  One can argue today, that except for those voices that were in the minority during the Continental Convention, no urgency for the bill of rights would have existed.  

Main Point

I. Muted voices represent valid expressions of opposing points of view worth exploring.


A.  Engineers who disagreed with the decision to launch the Challenger. (Report of the 
PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION on the Space Shuttle Challenger Accident , June 6th, 1986 

Washington, D.C. , retrieved from http://history.nasa.gov/rogersrep/51lcover.htm on April 5, 2006).

	B. Environmental protection activists who oppose drilling in Alaska.  (Published on Saturday, 

February 3, 2001 in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer by Joel Connelly and Mike Lewis , Jimmy Carter Opposes Alaska Oil Drilling, New Poll: Americans Oppose Drilling, 55% to 33% retrieved April 5, 2006.)

	

	


II. Inclusion of muted voices makes sure that the views of marginalized are considered.


A.  Blacks before civil rights.  (Coretta Scott King, 2004, The Journey of Martin Luther King)

B.  Women before voting rights. (Stacy Bradshaw, personal testimony about my great grandmother)

Conclusion:  


Throughout history in America, the importance of including the voices of all participants in democracy has retrospectively been understood.   Inclusion of viewpoints from muted voices has had an important affect on expanding the freedom of previously oppressed groups.  Additionally, consideration of alternative points of view can be beneficial in maintaining safety in our space programs and protection of our environment.  As humans, we have tendencies towards noticing what is most obvious in others.  In the case of free expression, this can include a focus on the primary or majority voice.  History teaches us the value of listening to all voices, loud and small.  

Sample Rough Outline 

Freedom:  The importance of the muted voices  

Purpose Statement:
I want my audience to believe that freedom includes the responsibility to listen to muted voices in America.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Organizing Question:
Why is it important that America listens to opinions of those who express ideas different from the majority view?  

I. Introduction

A. Attention Getter

B. Credibility Statement [optional]

               C.    So What Step?

               D.    Preview of Main Points



II.    
Muted voices represent valid expressions of opposing points of views worth exploring.


A.  Scientists who raised concerns about nuclear weapons were excluded from the deliberating 

      process.  (Michael Riley, Los Angeles Times, July 2004).


B.  The families who lived near Toms River reported high concentrations of cancer before 

     
      environmental protection was in place.  (Report to the Senate Committee on Water Quality, 

      January 2001).

Transition

III.   
 Inclusion of muted voices makes sure that the views of marginalized are considered.


A.  The opinions of blacks were not considered relevant before civil rights. (Coretta Scott King, 
  


      2004, The Journey of Martin Luther King)


B.  The position and voices of women were often negated or ignored before voting rights were 
  


      secured.  (Library of Congress, 2000, Seeking the Right to Vote)

Transition

IV. Muted voices can exist because of differences in power or differences in how voices are organized.

A. California State University, Fullerton Teaching Associates lost faculty-parking privileges due in part to the absence of their voice in university administration. (Stacy Bradshaw and Shonna Ries, Summer 2004, personal testimony)

B. California State University, Fullerton student Shelley Alongi was cited for ‘cooking while blind’ after university administration complained that her cooking violated health and safety regulations.  (Daily Titan, November 10, 2005).  

V.    Summary 

        A.  Review of Main Points

        B.  Concluding Statement or Closing Thought 

