Organization for Persuasive Speech

Purpose 

Your purpose will be to persuade your audience to accept your views on a debatable issue and to convince the audience to take a particular course of action. Persuasive speeches attempt to effect a change of some sort. The thesis of your speech, which is usually the last sentence of the introduction, summarizes opposing arguments and states with clarity the points you will argue (see Developing a Persuasive Thesis). 

Organization 

I. Introduction 
The introduction brings the "subject" of your speech to the audience, and it should capture the attention of the audience by presenting a debatable issue or problem. The paragraph should begin broadly and should gradually become more specific as you move toward the thesis statement. In essence, the thesis statement reveals the "topic" of your speech. Writers sometimes use the following devices to begin their persuasive essays. 

	Incident 
	Analogy 
	Quotation
	Startling Statement

	Definition
	Description
	Example
	


II. Body Paragraphs 

The body paragraphs represent the bulk of your speech. This is the portion of the speech that allows you to support the points in your thesis. Choose the method you will use to develop the body. Either refute the opposition on each point (see Point-by-Point Structure), or concede to the opposition at the beginning of your speech and follow with arguments for your proposition (see Specific-Point Structure). Use the point-by-point structure if you can directly refute your opposition on various issues. Use the specific-point structure if you have strong opposition but lack arguments that directly counter those of your opposition. Develop each section or idea in your thesis statement in a separate supporting paragraph. State these in the order in which they are stated in your thesis statement. Each supporting (body) paragraph should contain the following: 

1. A topic sentence, usually located at the beginning of the paragraph. 

2. Supporting sentences that include facts, examples, incidents, reasons, analogies, and/or descriptions. 

3. Transitional sentences, usually located at the end of a paragraph. These allow you to move from one paragraph to the next without being abrupt or awkward. 

4. Coherent structure ensures that each paragraph moves logically from beginning to end and that all supporting paragraphs work together to support your thesis.

Citing Sources in Your Speech: 

A presentation such as this one lends itself to a great deal of research in order to substantiate the claims you make in your thesis. An argument without evidence is merely opinion; it is the evidence that makes the argument persuasive. However, audiences tend to mistrust or even disregard evidence that is not properly cited. Therefore, it is imperative that you cite your evidence thoroughly and precisely. 

Note the following examples: 

	Michael Corleone, director of the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles, argues in a May 2002 Virginian Pilot article that "the issuance of Commercial Driver's Licenses is a waste of taxpayer money and DMV resources." 
A 2003 article by Jackie Lambert on asianpolitics.com argues that "the rise of nuclear weapons on the Indian subcontinent is the biggest threat to our national security." 
A study by the American Plastics Council shows that between 1998 and 2001, curbside recycling rates rose by an astounding 49%, as detailed in Alfredo Garcia's 2002 Opposing Viewpoints article. 


Assessment: These examples include all parts of a good citation. They identify the speaker's name as well as his/her title (where available), which tells the audience the speaker is an expert. The citations also include the date and source of the quote, which tells the audience that the information is recent and from a reputable source. 

Reminders: 

· Persuasive speeches are intended to convince your audience to take action or to effect a change. 

· Write in paragraphs. Each paragraph should relate to and support your thesis. Use specific examples to support your general statements. 

III. Conclusion 
Create a conclusion that clinches your argument. In addition to restating the main points of your speech, try to broaden your audience's awareness of the problem by offering solutions or calling for action. The audience should feel enlightened, thoroughly satisfied that your thesis can withstand opposing arguments, and willing to reconsider or to act upon issues you have presented. Although you may include quotations as you summarize, close the speech by reinforcing your arguments with your own memorable words. 
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