How Effective was Charleton Heston? 
In 1999, Charleton Heston, actor and conservative activist, spoke to the Harvard Law School Forum about “a cultural war” against the right to express personal beliefs publicly. After reading his speech, analyze how strategies of persuasion were used. 

This activity contains 5 questions. 

What seemed to be the specific persuasive goal of the speech: to strengthen or weaken convictions, to convert opponents, or to call for action?


How does this compare with the Helen Keller speech?  

Does Heston strive to create identification with the audience? If yes, how? Does he ask audience members to be true to their own beliefs? Does he create trust? Provide examples supporting your analysis.


Who do you feel creates greater trust?  Heston or Heller?  

Does Heston present his arguments in a manner such that an audience with divergent values and beliefs can find points of convergence? What is it about Heston’s “cultural war” that is most likely to draw a positive response?

What strategies can Heston use that might not be available to Helen Keller?  

Was Heston effective in using various forms of evidence? What types did he use? Did these forms of evidence work for you?

How does this compare with the evidence that was offered in Keller’s speech?  

Did Heston effectively appeal to the audience members’ emotions? Support your response with examples.

Consider strategies of ethos, logos, and pathos?  What seemed to work best in each speech?  
Does Heston strive to create identification with the audience? If yes, how? Does he ask audience members to be true to their own beliefs? Does he create trust? Provide examples supporting your analysis.Top of Form
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With modification to include a comparison to Hellen Keller’s January 5, 1916 speech.
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