REFLECTION PAPER #2

Due Date:  A hard copy of your paper is due on Friday, October 27, at the beginning of class.  Please note that e-mailed copies are not accepted.

Assignment Overview  (from the syllabus):  The Reaction Paper is your opportunity to:



1.
Analyze what you have learned from an in-class




or activity assigned for completion outside of class;



2.
Integrate concepts from class to elaborate on your




reflection of the experience, and



3.
Illustrate your growing communication competency through




your analysis and your written communication.

A paper copy of your Reaction Paper is due at the beginning of class on Friday, October 27.  You will NOT receive full credit if you submit your paper after the due date.  Each paper must be two to three pages, double-spaced and typed with your name clearly at the top of each page.  Proper grammar and language rules must be followed for you to receive a desirable grade.  Successful completion of reaction papers will facilitate your reflection upon your progress toward accomplishing the learning goals of this course.

The Assignment:  

In class, we discussed two models of self-disclosure: the Social Penetration Model and the Johari Window (pages 182-184).   The Social Penetration Model describes the depth and breadth of the information you can disclose about yourself to someone else.  In the Johari Window, there are four quadrants, that represent self-knowledge (things you know about yourself) and knowledge that others have about you.  For this assignment, I want you to have the chance to find out if others perceive you as you perceive yourself.  Please have fun writing this paper, and make it as creative as possible.  Remember, it is a first-hand account of your experience, so you will be writing in “first person”.

First, on a piece of paper, write down ten words (or concepts) that you would use to describe yourself (you can use some of the word from the “Who Am I” paper).  Then, select two people in your life to participate in this assignment.  One person should know you very well (parent, significant other, a very close friend).  The other person is someone you’ve met more recently, and who does not know you as well (a work colleague, or another student).  Ask each of them to write down ten words or terms that they would use to describe you.  

Then, compare the lists with each other and write about the results:

· Were you surprised by the responses? 

· Were there things about you that they recognized but to which you were “blind”?

· Were there any contradictions (for example: the new friend writes “prompt”, but your brother writes “chronically late”)?  

· If you choose to show your list to one of the participants, are they in agreement with the terms you used to describe yourself?

· Based on their feedback, are there things about you that you would like to change?

· Things about yourself that you’re proud of?

· How does this feedback affect your self-concept?  Your self-esteem?

You may want to write about which type of information these two people know about you, using the Social Penetration Model “rings” as a guide.  What does the “wedge” look like for each person?  Has it changed in breadth or depth over time?  Or relate it to the four quadrants of the Johari Window, describing if you learned things about yourself that you were unaware of before.

The Format:  This paper should be 2-3 pages long, and not less than 2 pages, using 1" margins.  Please use Arial font (or one similar), size 12, and double-space.  Any color ink is acceptable (as long as I can read it), but good printing quality is requested.  Paragraph format should be non-justified.  

Please put your first and last name on the top of each page in the upper right hand corner, next to the page number.  Due to the brevity of this assignment, do not use headings or a cover page.  Do, however, pay attention to paragraph length, organization, and clarity.  And be sure to attach the “Grading Guidelines” sheet as the last page of your paper.  I will use this to assess and grade your work.

Grammar and Spelling:  Correct spelling and grammar are part of your grade.  Therefore, I highly advise referring to a dictionary and/or using Spellcheck before preparing the final copy.

Plagiarism:  Due to its high standards of academic integrity, the University has strict policies regarding plagiarism.  Information outlining the University’s policy, as well as what constitutes plagiarism, are available in class. The consequences of plagiarism can including a failing grade, dismissal from an academic unit, and the possibility of suspension from the university.  

Late Policy:  Papers will be collected at the beginning of class period on Friday, October 27.  Papers that are received any time after that, even later on in the same class period, are considered as late.  All late papers receive a 20% reduction in possible points.  For example, an "A" paper received on time has the potential to receive 25 points.  The same paper received any time after the due date/time has the potential to receive only 20 points.  There will be an additional 10% reduction for each class meeting that the paper is not turned in.  Should you have any questions regarding this policy, please come see me during office hours.

The reason for this policy is fairness.  It is unfair to the student who made the effort to complete the assignment on time if another student is allowed additional time yet still receives the same grade.

A Word to the Wise:  During the time between receiving the assignment and having the final copy ready to turn in on Friday, many things will happen in your life.  For this reason, I strongly recommend planning to have your paper completed 24 hours before the actual due date.  Preparing your paper ahead of time greatly reduces your stress level.  It also allows time for malfunctions (empty toner cartridges, broken printers, locked computers) and for a final review of your work to catch any spelling or grammatical errors that would negatively impact your grade.  Being prepared early sets you up for success -- not only in school, but in life.

Citations:  APA style guidelines apply.  Because you will be referring to the textbook as a source of information, please use correct APA format.  An example of this format is as follows:


When citing the textbook for the first time in your paper, format as follows:

	        In Communication Principles for a Lifetime (Beebe, Beebe, & Ivy, 2007), the Johari window is described as …..



	             According to Beebe, Beebe, and Ivy (2007), the Johari Window has four panes.





Any subsequent cites (there should be one after each sentence), format as follows:

	
These lines create a four-paned window (Beebe et al., 2007, p. 182).





When citing the textbook for the reference page, format as follows:

	Beebe, S. A., Beebe, S. J., & Ivy, D. K. (2007).  Communication principles for a lifetime

       (3rd ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.




Pamela Lehman         1

Reaction Paper #1:

Self-Disclosure


Paragraph 1:
Introduction and preview statement telling the reader what to expect from your paper.


Paragraph 2:
Definition and explanation of the concept of "code-switching".  This definition can come from the textbook as well as an alternate source.  You may also want to discuss how roles can sometimes create the need for code-switching, or the importance of having good code-switching skills.


Paragraph 3-4:  Discuss the first example of a code-switching situation.  Provide a brief factual description of the event (people, place, context) then apply it to the definition of code-switching you provided in Paragraph 2.  Conclude with a brief sentence.


Paragraph 5-6:  Discuss your second example of a code-switching situation.  Again, provide a brief factual description of the event and then apply it to the concept of code-switching.  By doing this analysis, you will evidence that you have not only mastered the concept, but have also learned how to apply it in your daily life.


Paragraph 7:  Conclusion.  You may provide a brief summary of the two examples, and then conclude with 1-2 sentences giving insight as to how code-switching impacts your life.

GRADING GUIDELINES                               Name  ___________________________

Total Points:  25

Appropriate structure and format:




1
2
3
 4         5

Definition and explanation of the concept (Johari Window or SPM)



1
2
3
4
5

Adequacy of analyses relating the concept to the examples provided:




1
2
3
4
5
6
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Correct grammar, spelling and paragraph structure:




1
2
3
4

Conclusion:  Answering the “so what?” question




1
 2

Correct quantity, use and form of citations:

1 2

Comments:





Total Points Received: _________

Scale:


A
=
 23 – 25


B
=
20 – 22


C
=
17-19


D
=
14-18

Overall format


Introduction

Grabs attention



Preview topic and paper structure


Definition Section



Broadest definition



More specific



If you use quotations, you must cite!!!



Signal phrases


Example 1



Signal phrase



Context (general)



Specific conversation



Ending


Analysis



Roles



Communication: formal, informal



Apply definition/ rule to event



Conclude: consequences / outcome



Develop the analysis: connect the dots for me


Example 2



Repeat


Conclusion



Summary



“Big picture” – what does code-switching mean to you?

Problems


Citations: format, book date


Verb tense shift


Development of example

