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Course Description: Theory and presentation of public speaking, including audience analysis, selection and organization of speech materials, development of delivery skills and evaluation of message effectiveness. Student presentations are required. 
This course fulfills the General Education requirement for the core competency of category I.A, Oral Communication. As stated in University Policy Statement 411.201, the seven goals for student learning in the oral communication category (all of which this course addresses) are:

1. To develop and present a clearly spoken message in English.

2. To practice effective listening and speaking in a dialogue.

3. To present an oral message clearly and effectively using relevant and adequate supporting evidence.

4. To understand the influence of culture and context on oral communication.

5. To understand and value difference in communication styles.

6. To negotiate cooperative action and solutions to problems.

7. To select and use effectively appropriate techniques and materials to support ideas and to motivate and persuade others.

Other objectives specific to this course are:

8. To demonstrate competence in the analysis and criticism of public communication. 
9. To understand various methods for managing communication anxiety. 
You will demonstrate that you have met these goals in a variety of ways, including class participation, in-class activities, writing assignments, oral presentations and examinations. Details regarding these assessment strategies appear in this syllabus. Further information on each form of assessment will be provided orally in class and/or on materials distributed during the semester.
Required text:

Zarefsky, D. (2005). Public speaking: Strategies for success (5th ed.). Boston: Pearson.

***Books MUST be brought to every class***

Course Readings: You are expected to read the designated chapters in the text before coming to class on the day the readings are due. Coming to class is not a substitute for reading the text, nor is reading the text a substitute for attending class. Class time will be used to build on your reading, not to review it. Come to each class prepared to ask questions you have about the reading, to explore confusing aspects of the material, and to provide examples and illustrations of the theories and concepts covered in the text.
Writing Requirements: There are several writing assignments in this course. Your writing competence will be assessed in determining your final course grade through evaluation of your full content outlines and your speech criticism paper. You are expected to organize and express your ideas well. You will receive timely feedback and suggestions on your writing. You will be expected to address any deficiencies in your subsequent writing assignments. Guidelines regarding the writing assignments for the course will be addressed in class orally and/or through handouts.
Course Requirements (Assessment strategies related to course learning goals):

Since this is a communication course, you will complete certain tasks in the different areas of communication. These include oral presentations, written papers, group discussions, practice applications of concepts, and examinations of learned concepts. 
Speeches (200 pts): There will be three assigned speeches. A description of each speech will be provided in class. A full content outline will be required for your informative and persuasive speeches. Successful completion of these speeches will involve your demonstration of achieving learning goals 1, 3, 4, 7, and 9 for this course.

	Type of Speech
	Points Possible
	Outline Requirements
	Visual Aid 

	· Special Occasion 
	30
	Speaking/Presentation Outline 
	Optional 

	· Informative
	70
	Full Content Outline
	Required

	· Persuasive
	100
	Full Content Outline
	Required


Exams (100 pts): There will be two exams given during the semester. Make-up exams will not be given unless pre-arranged with the instructor. The examinations offer you the opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of the concepts, theories, and processes associated with the accomplishment of all learning goals for this course. The midterm exam will be worth 50 points and the final exam will be worth 50 points.

Attendance/Participation (25 pts): Active participation in all class sessions is expected. This course requires students to participate in activities, class discussions, and speaker reviews. Students will be required to make speeches of introduction and to provide impromptu oral critiques of in-class speeches. Learning goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 for this course will be addressed through participation exercises. Any absences should be cleared through the instructor by phone or in person. On certain (unscheduled) days, participants involved in class discussions/activities/speaker reviews will be awarded points.

Speech Evaluation Assignment (20 pts): To receive credit for this assignment you must attend class on the days we evaluate videotaped speeches. This assignment will be conducted in the beginning of the semester and towards the end of the semester (10 points each). You will be notified of the dates on which this assignment will take place. This is a credit/no credit assignment. Completion of this assignment will focus on course learning goals 5 and 8.
Informative Speech Criticism Paper (15 pts): This assignment involves critiquing one of your classmate’s speeches. Speakers and speech critics will be assigned randomly and anonymously. The primary purpose of this assignment is to learn how to provide sound criticism and helpful advice. Note: you must be present on the day your speaker presents or you will receive a zero for this assignment. Course learning goals 1, 5, and 8 will be addressed through this assignment. 
Speech Coach Assignment (10 pts): This assignment involves coaching one of your classmates on his or her persuasive speech. You are to examine and evaluate the effectiveness of the speaker’s arguments, organizational pattern, visual aids and so on. Through this process, you will demonstrate your mastery of all learning goals for this course.

Additional Homework Assignments (30 pts): Various homework assignments will be assigned in class. Assignments vary from 5-10 points each. Assignments will be due on the date stated during class. Any assignment turned in or presented late without permission will automatically receive one grade lower for every class meeting it is late. Homework assignments will enable you to demonstrate your efforts to accomplish all of the learning goals for this course. 
The table below will allow you to track your grade throughout the semester. If you are struggling at any point, please feel free to schedule an appointment with me or come in during office hours to get help. 
	Assignment
	Total Possible Points
	Total Points Scored

	Special Occasion Speech 
	30
	

	Informative Speech
	70
	

	Persuasive Speech
	100
	

	Midterm
	50
	

	Final
	50
	

	Attendance/Participation
	25
	

	Speech Evaluation Assignment
	20
	

	Informative Speech Criticism Paper
	15
	

	Speech Coach Assignment
	10
	

	Additional Homework Assignments
	30
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	400
	


Grading:
Plus/minus grading will be used in the final grades for this course. The following table indicates the number of points and the percent of total possible points associated with each grade.



Grade           
Percent of total possible points

  

A+  

98-100      
(392-400 points)         




A

93-97.9

(372-391 points)






A-                  
90-92.9

(360-371 points)


B+

87-89.9

(348-359 points)

 
B                  
83-86.9

(332-347 points)


B-

80-82.9

(320-331 points)


C+

77-79.9

(308-319 points)
 

C                  
73-76.9

(292-307 points)


C-

70-72.9

(280-291 points)


D+

67-69.9

(268-279 points)


D                  
63-66.9

(252-267 points)


D-

60-62.9

(240-251 points)


F                  
59.9 or below
***You must receive a C or better in the course (i.e., 73% or higher, which means 292 points or more) for it to fulfill the general education requirement for oral communication.***

Note about grading: I do not change grades unless I have made a mathematical error. I am happy to talk with you about how you can enhance your performance, but I will not argue with you about a grade I have given. Any discussion of grades will be held privately between the individual student and the instructor; class time will not be used as a forum to address these concerns. 
Expectations:
This is a college-level course with a performance requirement. I expect that students will arrive on time and attend class regularly to show respect for fellow classmates and the instructor. Please review the University Catalog policies for incompletes and withdrawals. The use of others' efforts claimed as one's own is considered plagiarism. It is expected that each speaker will generate all work for which he/she claims authorship. Ideas of others can be used with due credit given. If you engage in plagiarism or cheating (e.g., copying from another student’s exam, paper, or speech, or allowing another student to copy from your exam, paper or speech) you may be dismissed from the course with a grade of “F” and risk dismissal from the university (see "Academic Dishonesty" in the University catalog).  

	Week of
	Class Discussion/Activities
	Readings/Assignments

	8/20
	Welcome to Public Speaking and Choosing 

a Topic and Developing a Strategy, take 

PRCA-24
	Chapters 1 and 4

	8/27
	Researching the Topic and Analyzing the

Audience
	Chapters 3 and 5

	9/3
	Analyzing the Audience and Using Visual Aids

No CSUF classes meet on Labor Day (Monday, September 3, 2007)
	Chapters 3 and 12

	9/10
	Language, Presenting the Speech, Occasions for Public Speaking
	Chapters 10, 11, 15

Speech Evaluation Assignment

	9/17
	Language, Presenting the Speech, Occasions for Public Speaking
	Chapters 10, 11, 15

Study for Midterm

	9/24
	Midterm and Special Occasion Speeches
	Special Occasion Speeches

	10/1
	Organizing the Speech: Body and Organizing the Speech: Introductions, Conclusions and Transitions
	Chapters 7, 8, 9

	10/8
	Organization continued and Outlining the Speech
	Chapters 7, 8, 9

	10/15
	Informative Speaking
	Chapter 13

	10/22
	Informative Speeches
	Informative Speeches

	10/29
	Informative Speeches
	Informative Speeches

	11/5
	Persuasive Speaking, Reasoning, and Listening Critically
	Chapters 6, 14, 2

Speech Criticism Assignment

	11/12
	Persuasive Speaking and Reasoning

No CSUF classes meet on Veterans Day (Monday, November 12, 2007)
	Chapters 6 and 14

	11/19
	Fall Break!
	Have Fun!

	11/26
	Persuasive Speaking and Reasoning and Persuasive Speeches
	Chapters 6 and 14

Speech Coach Assignment

	12/3
	Persuasive Speeches
	Persuasive Speeches

	12/10
	Persuasive Speeches, Final Exam, take the PRCA-24
	Persuasive Speeches
Speech Evaluation Assignment


Note:  The final exam period is _________________________ in our normal meeting place.
*Schedule is subject to change and additional assignments will be announced.
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