We don’t care about drunk drivers until …

Elder care and end of life hospice decisions are not meaningful until …

Alcohol abuse is something that happens in other families until … 

We are against the concept of war as a matter of principle until (we meet a family who’s son or daughter paid the ultimate sacrifice for preservation of our freedom).

Freedom.  Freedom.  What does freedom mean to you?  

Did your family come to the United States to escape a totalitarian regime? 

Did our family immigrant here 4 generations ago to pursue this countries opportunities?

And today you are opposed to illegal immigrants? 

Who are immigrants?  Am I an immigrant? 

James D. Barber, in a November 1982 article in the New York times remarked: 

Democracy is … conversation.  Meant to result in the consent of the governed – an informed consent, a persuaded consent, not just a sigh of thanks that all that jabber is over.  

The conversation must begin in our minds.  We must know our own minds – for no one else will.  And without knowing our own minds we run the risk of never getting to know anyone elses!  

Dan Hahn, New York University, in his 2003 book entitled Political Communcation: Rhetoric, Government and Citizens argues:

1.  Cocktail party conversation (arriving late) it is difficult to catch up.  

Religious controversies – how they are framed can argue from principle to either support FREEDOM or order. 

A.  Favoring Freedom:  God created us to be free, no lesser being should enslave us.

B.  Favoring Order:  God provided us rules for living; no lesser being should tamper with those rules.  

David Zarefsy:  paraphrased:  American public discourse is not a record of old dead orators.  It is the transcript of a continuing conversation.

Are you in the conversation?  Will you join me today in a conversation?  



FREEDOM





ORDER

Arguments from principle

Arguments from consequences

Liberals believe in freedom in civil rights area.

Liberals believe in order in the economic area.

Conservatives believe in order in the civil rights area

Conservatives believe in freedom in the economic area. 

Freedom to a slave means …

Freedom for a woman to control her own body means …

Freedom for a fetus to be born means …. 

The liberal kind of freedom is a freedom FROM something, freedom from coercion by others, what CUNY English Professor Louis Menand calls “negative liberty”.  
Our Civil Rights Act of 1964 says that differences between us … cultural, sex, socioeconomic status, are to be ignored.

The conservative kind of freedom is a freedom TO do something, to create order or what Dan Hahn calls a positive freedom

The ideal philosopher and politician argues with love.  

According to Wayne Brockriede:

“An arguer asks for free assent, advancing arguments openly and asking for open criticism.  He risks his own self and asks for the same risk from coarguers.  He seeks a bilateral relationship with human beings.”  

Scholars Maurice Natanson and Henry Johnstone explain:

When you risk yourself in arguing, you open yourself up to the viable possibility that the consequence of an argument may be to make me see something of the structure of my immediate world.

When an argument hurts me, cuts me, or cleanses and liberates me it is not because a particular segment of my world view is shaken or jarred free but because I am wounded or enlivened …

Risk is established when my immediate life of feeling and sensibility is challenged and made open to challenge.

CLOSING:  

Argumentation involves the constitution of that total world of which the formation of arguments is but a surface part.  

Politics is conversation.

Conversation involves real dialogue with others.

Martin Buber, philosopher, and educator believed that real dialogue involves a connection between you and I which changes everything about each of us.  

Through dialogue ideas become revolutionary 
