CREATING DYADS

Purpose:
· To provide students with partners with whom they can practice their final speech.

· To provide students with a partner for support outside class.

· If absent, the dyad partner who is present may do the following: 

· Acquire handouts to give to the absent partner; make notes available to absent student; “fill in” absent student on what was reviewed/took place in class. (Please note: the student who is present is NOT responsible for “baby-sitting” the absent partner. It is the absent partner’s responsibility to contact their dyad partner re: notes, handouts and/or in-class information) 
· To proofread papers (e.g. Reaction Papers #1 & 2, and/or the outline for final speech. (Please note: students should not exchange and proofread Dyad papers, because dyad partner papers are intended to be an evaluation of each student’s experience with their dyad partner. 

· To enhance students’ skills in interpersonal and intercultural communication.
Instructional Steps:
· Observe students for two weeks of class
· As their first homework assignment, I have them fill out a “Student Profile” (attached, and available for download on my students’ BlackBoard). I assign this the first day of class, and make it due by the end of the first week (worth 5 points).
· Assign students based on differences and unfamiliarity. Keep in mind the following: 

· Cultural
· Ethnicity/race

· Gender
· Familiarity (i.e. dyad partners have not known each other prior to assignment, or have developed friendship in first 2 weeks)
· Inform students to whom they are assigned

· Inform students of purposes, above
Activity: (optional)
· Have students greet their dyad partner with a handshake, and verbal, personal introduction, including their first and last names.

·  On a 3x5 card, students should to write: their dyad partner’s first and last names; contact information; and a personal disclosure (e.g. where they live; how far they drive to school; a pet’s name; what is their major)
· Then:

· Gather cards
· Have students introduce their dyad partner to the class, and tell the personal information disclosed
· Debrief based on concepts in Chapters 5 and/or 6
· If assigning partners earlier in the semester than recommended, this can also be an activity related to Chapters on “Listening & Interviewing” and/or “Adapting to Others”
This activity is relevant to listening

