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Instructional Tool #1

Type of material: Activity for speech delivery

Title: Dyad Speeches

Purpose: 

· Allows students to work with their dyad partners and observe each other’s speaking styles
· Gives students the chance to practice their presentational skills in front of the class
· Reviews information from the textbook that will be on the final exam
· Reviews information from the textbook to help students with their speeches
Step 1: Assign dyad partners with concepts from chapter 12 and 13 which involve organizing and 

            delivering a presentation.    


Chapter 12: 

1) organizing main ideas: chronological organization & spatial organization

2) organizing ideas topically: recency, primacy, & complexity

3) organizing main ideas: cause-and-effect organization & problem-and-solution organization

4) introducing your speech: attention getter, reason to listen, credibility statement, & preview statement

5) concluding your speech: summary, reemphasizing in a memorable way, motivating the audience to respond, & providing closure

Chapter 13:

1) methods of delivery: manuscript speaking & memorized speaking

2) methods of delivery: impromptu speaking & extemporaneous speaking

3) effective verbal delivery: unbiased words, concrete words, simple words, & correct words

4) effective nonverbal delivery: eye contact

5) effective nonverbal delivery: gestures

6) effective nonverbal delivery: movement & posture

7) effective nonverbal delivery: vocal delivery, volume, rate, & articulation

8) effective nonverbal delivery: appearance

9) guidelines for preparing presentation aids: select the right presentation aids, keep them simple, & make them easy to see

10) guidelines for using presentation aids: rehearse with aids, explain your aids, make eye contact with audience instead of aids, time the display of aids & using handouts

11) final tips for rehearsing and delivering your presentation: practice, videotape, etc.

Step 2: Give the students 5-10 minutes (depending on the time) to create a 2 minute impromptu 

             speech about that concept using information from the textbook.  Allow students to divide 

             their parts and to write down any notes on a sheet of paper which they are able to take up 

             with them during their speech.  The instructor can collect this paper after the speech.

Step 3: Remind the audience that it is important for them to listen to the speeches because they 

             involve valuable information for the speech and the final.  After each dyad’s speech, ask 

             the audience to shout out strengths that they saw (e.g., good conclusion, good preview 

             statement, good use of signposting, good gestures).   
**I have found that the students enjoyed this activity because the information was already provided in the textbook.  It also gave me a chance to point out nonverbal behaviors that may be distracting (e.g., tapping fingers on desk or playing with hair) and that they should work on for their actual final speeches.

