Jonathan Denham (Fall 2006)


In-Class Film Activity

Film Clip

Crocodile Dundee (1986)

Scene 15 (approx 3 min) “Subway Communication”  

Preface: This film clip helps to illustrate Shannon & Weaver’s model of communication.

· Tell students to pay attention to all of the elements (or a different word you feel is appropriate) that are taking place during this communication interaction.

· Play the film clip once.

· Then tell them they will need to have a diagram of Shannon & Weaver’s model of communication using the elements from the film clip after the second showing of the clip.

· Play the film clip one more time.

· After they watch the film clip, they need to diagram on their paper what/who is serving each role.  For example: the sender is Mic Dundee; the receiver is the Lady; the context is the subway station.

· If time does not allow you to show it twice, just show the film clip once.

· Allow 5 – 10 min to draw the diagram.

· Encourage them to be as creative and artistic as they would like e.g., they can draw images of the persons communicating instead of just writing “Sender” or “Receiver”.

· Collect diagrams at end of the class.  Give them some type of credit for completing this assignment.  

· For debrief, you may want to, as a whole, go over who/what served each role.  Most of the students know which parts of the model apply to the scene from the film.  [This is a very basic, light-hearted example of one of their first communication concepts.]

[I found that the students seemed to really enjoy doing this exercise.  Some of them are very creative with their diagrams they created illustrating the model of communication.  In addition to the students’ enjoyment, I feel this activity servers a useful purpose and does a good job effectively illustrating a communication concept.  This is something to be done during the first or second week of the semester.  It is a light-hearted example that is simple for most of the students to grasp, which illustrates a basic understanding 2-way communication.]

Enjoy!

-JD

