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  HComm 595

Pedagogy

Teaching Tool #2:
Crafting Memorable Word Structures




(Chapter 13)

Purpose:


As the students began preparing their public presentations, we discussed verbal presentation techniques.  Having organized and outlined their presentation, we turned our attention to making the speech more interesting by crafting memorable word structures.  These include using figurative language, drama, and cadences.


The purpose of this Teaching Tool is to allow students the chance to practice applying these structures in class.

In-class Exercise:


Preparation


I created three worksheets (attached) for each type of word structure: figurative language, drama, and cadences.  Listed under each category are the relevant subcategories (omission, inversion, etc.).  Divide the students into six equal groups; each group receives one workshett.  Have students put their names on the worksheet.


In-Class Exercise


The exercise has two parts:  First, the students write the definition of their category and subcategories and provide an example of each type of phrasing.  The examples must be original (e.g., not using song lyrics, famous speeches, or textbook examples).  


Second, the group devises a way to present their examples.  The entire group had to go up, but the format of the presentation is up to them.


The one requirement is that the person in the group who had spoken the least during the semester (and they know who they are!) is the first one to speak during the presentation.  The reason for this is twofold: to provide the quieter students with the impetus to speak in front of the class and to allow this opportunity to occur when they are surrounded and supported by other students in the group.


Because there are six groups, each word structure category is presented two times (meaning: there are two groups that construct "drama" examples, two groups that construct "figurative language" examples, and two for "cadence").  The instructor can decide whether to organize the presentations in pairs (drama-drama) or on a rotation (drama-figurative language-cadence).

De-Brief:


Once all six groups have concluded their presentations, I ask the students to get out their presentation outlines and find one sentence that needs to be "boosted."  Give examples to stimulate discussion: the introductory sentence, handling a transition
. Ask the class for three or four suggested sentences, and write them on the board "as is".  Then, brainstorm with the class on ways that each sentence could be enhanced, identifying the particular types of word structures that could create more impact.  Play around with a few different constructions (omission, simile, personification, etc.) during this time so that students comprehend the process as well as the result.


Once the sentences have been "transformed", read aloud the "before" and "after" sentences so that the students can hear the impact of the enhanced wording.


To conclude, ask what additional questions or comments the students have on this topic.

Follow-Up:

Collect the worksheets at the end of the exercise.  


As soon as practical, create a Powerpoint presentation of each example and place it on Blackboard.  By doing so, students can access these examples while preparing their presentations for additional ideas and inspiration.

Figurative Language

Definition of Figurative Language (in your own words):

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition of metaphor:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Example of metaphor:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition of simile:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Example of simile:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition of personification

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Example of personification

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Names of Group Members:

Drama

Definition of Drama (in your own words):

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition of omission

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Example of omission

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition of inversion

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Example of inversion

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition of suspension

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Example of suspension

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Names of Group Members:

Cadence

Definition of Cadence (in your own words):

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition and example of parallelism:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition and example of antithesis:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition and example of repetition:

______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Definition and example of alliteration:

______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Names of Group Members:

