Cadence, et al

Purpose:
This exercise helps students prepare for their in-class presentations.

Time: 
Following 10 minutes of lecture on “Crafting Memorable Word Structures”,
this actual exercise runs about half an hour.
Preparation:


Bring 25 mini-candy bars


Photocopy sheets below (2 copies of each)


Let students know at the prior class session that there will be an in-class


exercise.  Have students review pages 340-342 of the text.
Running the exercise:


Break the class into 6 groups of 4 students


Pass out sheets (below)

Pass out candy bars


Instruct each group to choose a “secretary” to record the suggestions

Instruct each group to write each students’ name on the sheet 



(for participation points as well as attendance)

Instructions to group:


For each of the word structures listed, create a memorable way to  describe your candy bar.  You cannot use examples from the book. You have 10 minutes to come up with the phrases.  Then, each group will present their ideas to the entire class.  Provide an example:  For a Milky Way bar, “Way Milky!” is an example of “omission” phrasing (similar to “Got Milk?”).
Group Presentation:

Each group goes to the front of the class to present the language examples that they have created.

Debrief:


Which phrases were the most memorable?  Why?


Are some types of word structures more appropriate for certain situations?



If so, why?


Have you heard some of these structures in other contexts (such as



advertising slogans or political speeches)?
If so, which ones do you recall?


How can you use these ideas to enhance your presentation?



(introduction, conclusion, etc.)


What is the audience’s perception of a speaker who uses these types of



language structures? (increases credibility, etc.)
Figurative Language

Metaphor


Compares one thing in terms of another


Let's put this issue on the back burner.


She knows how to think outside the box.

Simile


Compares on thing with another (uses "like" or "as")


That wood was as smooth as satin.



Her car was as shiny as a polished apple.

Personification


Attributes human qualities to nonhuman ideas or issues


The sap from the maple trees was so thick, it appeared as thought

the trees were shedding tears.



The rising sun was as beautiful as a blushing bride
Drama

Omission


Leaving out a word or phrase that the audience expects to hear


Got milk?



Down and out!

Inversion


Reversing the normal word order of a phrase or sentence

(subject-verb-object structure changes to object-subject-verb)



Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for 


your country
Suspension


Withholding a key word or phrase until the end of the sentence


More beautiful than a rose is love.
Cadence

Parallelism


Two or more clauses or sentences have the same grammatical pattern.


He came, he saw, he conquered.

Antithesis


A two-part parallel structure in which the second part contrasts in meaning with the first (dissonance).


He wanted peace, but knew there would be war.
Repetition

Emphasizing a key word or phrase by using it more than once.


Every breath you take



Every move you make



Every bond you break ….

Alliteration


The repetition of a consonant sound several times in a phrase, clause, or sentence.


The contract is signed and sealed.
