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Now that I know PowerPoint, how can I use it to teach?

Original Presentation by Patrick Crispen

History/Background of PowerPoint

-PP was designed for business communication, not for teaching

-Students prefer PP to transparencies or blackboard/whiteboard teaching
-Students rate those who use PP as better teachers and view the information presented as more important

Entertaining vs. Teaching

-bells and whistles inhibit teaching

-the fancier the PP, the less valuable the ideas being presented

-students do 10% worse on “pretty” PP vs. “boring” PP

-pictures only help the students if they either have no prior knowledge of the topic or if the topic being presented is complicated

-use pictures to teach, not to decorate or entertain

Student Notetaking
-students do better when they review just the teacher’s notes than when they review just their own notes

-students do best when they review the teachers and their own notes

Solutions to Notetaking Problem
-give students a skeletal outline of your notes before class; leave plenty of white space


-this can be done by saving your PP to outline (rtf) then cutting out everything but 
the main points

-have them take their own notes during the lecture

-have the students hand their own notes in as an assignment

-have your notes available to the students after class (i.e. Blackboard)

Other Solutions
-front-load your presentation: student’s attention span decreases after 20 minutes
-use Veranda font, rather than Times New Roman on PP (it is easier to read)

-use dark text on a light background (green w/ yellow; black w/white; black w/yellow)

For more information, contact Patrick Crispen at the Faculty Development Center, or pcrispen@fullerton.edu
PowerPoint presentation is available at fdc.fullerton.edu/crispen

