I don’t know about you, but I am getting excited about the upcoming 2000 elections.  You could call me a political junkie.  From the presidential election all the way down to my local school board election, I just can’t get enough of campaign 2000!  I almost wish I could vote more than once just so my candidate would be assured of victory.  You may think that statement is funny, but multiple registration is one of the major concerns of voter fraud that we still face today, even in the year 2000.

Between 15 and 16 thousand voters are fraudulently registered in Los Angeles County, reports both the L.A. Times, November 1999. Voter Fraud is a growing concern in California and throughout the nation. It is a problem thus far largely unattended to and one that compromises the integrity of the democratic republic our forefathers fought and died to establish and preserve. The problem exists due to a lack of legislative measures verifying voter registration and identification.  How big is the problem of voter fraud? Let us examine it as I first explain to you a little more in depthly, the various ways that fraud is happening today. Then we'll look at the see how voter fraud is impacting major elections,  and finally we'll talk about ways to rectify the problem. 

Let us take a closer look at voter fraud and how and why it has become such a problem. We'll look at the problem in general and then bring it home here to California. Most people have heard the outrageous story of the dead Chicago voters who may have aided in swinging the vote in the closer-than-close Nixon-Kennedy Election of 1960.  Hundreds of post-mortem Cook County residents were registered and somehow emerged from their graves to vote. However, as outrageous as the situation was, we are not much better off today, 40 years later. In 1999, a major television News program broadcast that in Florida, all of the Star Trek characters are registered to cast ballots and In Georgia, the family dog can vote. In Chicago, dead people are STILL registered to vote. The San Francisco Chronicle reports that in California, Duane Brown, Dvane Brown and Guane Brown, all conveniently living at the same residence, are all registered to vote. The San Diego Union Tribune and the L.A. Times both report that 5 different Los Angeles County officials, including the Mayor of Los Angeles are registered at addresses where they do not reside or have non-resident voters registered under their address. In San Francisco, police Chief Steve Cader fraudulently registered his police station as his residence so that he might be considered a "resident" of the proper county and vote in a measure that would directly affect his police station. A San Francisco Newspaper conducted a test and was shocked at how easily they were able to register Sandra L. Klaus to vote. All of these actions are by definition, felonies, but unfortunately, there is no legislation that provides for verification of information given.

The reason that fraudulent citizens are able to get away with their illegal activity is that under current laws, the only information required by most states for voter registration is a name and address, along with a signature claiming voter eligibility. However, unless there is significant and evident cause for concern, most of these registrations go unverified. The problem is perpetuated on the actual voting day as voters need only give a name in order to receive a ballot. Most states do not require any form of identification and in fact, in California, it is illegal for poll workers to do so. 

Now that we see the magnitude of the problem, let us examine some of its significance and the implications. First, we have to realize that margin for error for many elections are so narrow, that zombies who come back from their graves can tip the scales of important ballots.  The Courier-Journal reports that in January of 2000, Alderman Paul Bather defeated Michael Dickerson in the Kentucky 43rd  Legislative District state representative election by a margin of 246 votes. The Houston Chronicle reports that Dwayne Bohac lost his chance at the state house seat in District 138 by 183 votes. Veronika Shepherd lost her mayoral election in Franklin County, Ohio by TEN votes and already 7 people claim to have fraudulently voted. In the same district, Joseph L. Barnes lost his council seat by THREE  votes. 

Voter fraud also has led to the wasting of tax payers money. California has 5 fraud investigators on a state funded voter fraud team that at this time can really do nothing until after voting has taken place and key issues and elections are decided. Recounting takes even more money. The State Election Boards are reluctant to take action for fear that identification requirements would discourage voter turnoutBut tougher standards should discourage Kirk and Spock from turning out to cast their ballot.

So, what can be done about this fix the problem? Ironically enough, it is dependent on voter action. A few states, specifically Virginia and Massachusetts have already enacted Legislation to work towards preventing voter fraud. In California, Legislation is proposed but is lost under the dragging of the feet of our representatives. California Secretary of State Bill Jones has proposed that a California State Driver's License or State ID Number should be mandatory to register to vote and pictorial proof of identification at the polls would be required as well—which is logical because Driver Licenses and/or State ID's are available to all legal residents. The requirements would discriminate against no one and there would be no disadvantage to anyone, but instead, only result in our democratic voting process accurately reflecting the voice of the people. Unfortunately, California State Legislators are reluctant to pass such a measure because, as previously stated, they fear that it would discourage voter turn out. They must be divorced of this mindset and it is our responsibility as outraged but responsible voters to make them aware of our disdain for the issue. Information on contacting your California State Legislature Representative is made readily available. One source of this information is the California State Assembly Web page, located at http://www.assembly.ca.gov.   I can give you a flyer that contains the url after the round.  This same page also includes specific information about proposed legislation. In the 1999-2000 session alone, there have been proposed 20 different pieces of legislation regarding voter fraud. You must make aware your State Assemblyman your desire for action to be taken against the issue and your support of the proposed legislation. This will give them incentive to act because in most cases, Representatives who do not represent the wishes of their district are not reelected. Once the state makes an effort to correct its problems, this will give the state Representatives and Senators in the National Congress incentive to act on the national level. You can find information on contacting your District Representatives and Senators Boxer and Feinstein at http://congress.org.     Please also make them aware of your concerns as a legitimate voter. Our leaders must be made aware that the correction of voter fraud is a priority amongst their constituencies. Our state and national representatives are made so easily available for the express reason that their voters may communicate their concerns. 

Voter Fraud benefits no one. Senator Bill Bolling of Massachusetts says, "There is nothing more important that we can do than ensure that we have a system of voting in a democratic process that is characterized by integrity Take an active role in ensuring the legitimacy of our elections and rest assured knowing that you are contributing to the political future and integrity of your state and our nation. 

