Politics

Purpose:  (1) to help participants become aware of their own process of perception.  (2) To identify which factors influence and contribute to our stereotypes. (3) To increase the understanding of the relationship between our stereotypes and our communication behavior.

Procedure:  

A.  Instruct participants to get into dyads with someone that they do not know.
B. Instruct participants to talk for five to ten minutes about current events (adjust time accordingly).  Give participants options for discussion such as government, movies, entertainment, etc.  Emphasize that they are not to discuss any personal information!
C. Once time is up, ring a bell, or another instrument and instruct participants to cease talking.  Make this a strong point!  Not even one worked to their partner!

D. Provide a sheet for each participant.

E. Instruct participants to make two columns on a sheet of paper.  Label one column myself, and one column my partner.

F. The participants should answer the following questions about their partners without interaction with each other.  Also answer each question for themselves.  Remember no talking.

G. When finished partners will compare answers and see how accurate their perceptions of one another were. 

Questions:

Answer the following questions about your partner (based on what you think):

1.     Name?

2.     Political party preference?

3.     Age?

4.     What type of music does your partner like?

5.     What are his/her hobbies? What do they do for fun?

6.     What is your partner’s major?

7.     What is their favorite sport?

8.     What does your partner do for their job?

9.     Do you think your partner has a pet?            If so, what kind?

10.     What is your partner’s favorite T.V. show?

11.     What is your partner’s favorite color?

12.     What is your partner’s favorite food?

13.     What kind of car does he/she drive?

14.     If your partner could date any celebrity they wished,  

          who do you think it would be?

15.     What is your partner’s favorite type of movie, genre?  

         (Romance, suspense, action, etc.)

16.     If your partner had any wish in the world what 

          would it be?

