Proxemic Influence

Approximate Time:  16 minutes

Purpose:  to increase students’ awareness of spatial differences on communication

Procedure:

1. Assign students to a partner

2. Instruct partners to sit facing each other, four feet apart.

3. Have each dyad discuss a topic of their choice for one minute.

4. Now have students move one foot apart and continue the conversation.

5. Finally, have them sit with their knees touching and continue taking for one more minute.

6. Discuss as a class the differences between the three proxemic distances.  What effect did each have on the conversation?  How did each feel in the three settings?

Principles illustrated:

1. The use of space communicates

2. The distance between speakers influences the nature of communication

3. Appropriate use of space makes communication more effective and comfortable

