Chapter 10 Outline

Achieving Style Through Language

Activity: Power of Language

Take out a piece of paper and tare it into three pieces.

1. On the first piece write the name of the most disgusting food you can think of- Throw it as hard as you can (not at me).

2. One the second piece write the name of the a bug you can not stand- Get up and stamp on that piece of paper

3. One the last piece of paper write the name you call your mother- Now tear that piece of paper up into little pieces.

How did you feel when you tore up that last piece of paper.  The name you call your mother is just a name and this is just a piece of paper, but did it affect you?  Language itself can be very powerful.
I. What is Style?


A. Defining style.



1. A pattern of choices.



2. Style is perceived by others. Audience determines style


3. Style is always there - can be everyday style


4. Type of style.

a. Generic type- fit into categories such as romantic, political, tragedy.

b. Culture type- based on culture not always ethnic could be work culture.




c. Archetypes- patterns of human behavior over time.


B. Oral style verse written style.

1. Simplicity- sentences are shorter, less complex, less jargon (4N6), technical language, more and clear organization (transitions, previews, summaries easily recognized).

2. Repetition- helps so listeners don’t ignore important point (in written can always go back and check).

3. Informality- less formal then written- Don’t always follow all grammar roles, etc.



4. Reflexivity- can refer to self or audience in speech
5. Potential for clutter- because people are often thinking on their feet, it is less clear and more cluttered.  Impromptu specking is harder and not as fluid as a prepared text.

C. Basis requirements for effective style.



1. Accuracy.



2. Appropriateness to the audience and situation




a. Avoid sounding self-important.




b. Avoid signs of disrespect.




c. Avoid inappropriate emotions.

II. Defining Terms Appropriately


A. Neutral definitions- giving meaning to a word for your audience.



1. Replacing a common meaning with a more technical meaning.



2. Defining by similarities and differences.


B. Denotation and connotation in definitions.



1. Denotations- are like dictionary definitions

2. Connotations- are emotions or feelings evoked by definitions


Ex. in book using State Sponsored Murder or Capital punishment

Can you think of any other issues that use emotionally charged definitions.

III. Achieving Clarity, Rhythm, and Vividness


A. Clarity.

1. Concrete words- listeners should not have to think about or unsolved a puzzle about what you mean.  It distracts them.


2. Maxims-proverbs.


3. Limiting jargon, defining technical terms

4. Word economy-avoid unnecessary words, the fewer the better.
5. Careful use of irony- avoid saying something that you believe the opposite in; you take the change the audience does get it or disagrees with you.
7. Generally avoid ambiguity or ambiguous words (words that have multiple meanings). 


B. Rhythm. Helps create mood MLKJ


1. Repetition- Highlights ideas.



2. Parallel wording.  Be safe, Be sure, Be protected

3. Inversions of word order.  JFK- Ask not what your country can do for me,  ask what you can do for your country.   Ask not vs. ask

C. Vividness



1. Description.



2. Stories.



3. Comparisons: Simile and metaphor

a. Simile: and explicit statement that one thing is like another.




b. Metaphor: discusses one thing in terms of another.



4. Vivid sounds: Alliteration and onomatopoeia.




a. Alliteration: repetitive consonant sound.  Big Ben



*** Can you think of any slogans that do this?

b. Onomatopoeia: sounds that resemble what they describe. Buzzz



5. Personification- putting abstract ideas into human terms. 


6. Reference to hypothetical people.  My roommate said...

IV. Style and the Entire Speech.


A. Choosing the right level of style.



1. Grand- formal


2. Plain- everyday


3. Middle.


B. Finding the right pace and proportion.



1. Variety.



2. Balance.



3. Conciseness.


C. Memorable phrases.


D.  Matching of language and delivery.

V. Achieving good style.


A. Suggestion for developing and improving style



1. Incorporate stylistic choices into the outline.



2. Practice composing speeches in writing.



3. Revise the outline for style.



4. Practice the rhythm of the speech.



5. Consider the stylistic devices.



6. Become aware of other speaker’s styles.



7. Don’t work on too many things at once.
