Informative Speech

Can I see your ID?  These words are spoken countless times in today's world.  Every time one writes a check, uses a credit card, travels out of the country, at school, work, or sometimes even to enter a building.  Many people have more then one id in their wallet.  Your wallet may contain a driver’s license, a school or work id, a credit card picture id, Blockbuster card, health club ids, health card id, and even that Hello Kitty super secret club membership card.

In the aftermath of September 11, many have argued that America needs a national ID card.  Larry Ellison founder and CEO of Oracle Corporations in argued in congressional testimony November 16, 2001, for broad implementation of such a card.   However, many individuals argue against the adoption of such a card for the simple fact that it will trample on our right to privacy.  In next few minutes, I will inform you about implications of the possible implementation of a new ID card so that you can be aware of what might be coming.   I will first outline how such a card may be implemented, second, we'll evaluate some of the advantages of such a card, and finally we'll outline reservations many have against this seemingly eminent uber-card.

So, how will this national ID card be implemented?  It looks like it might happen in two ways.  First, a unique national ID card may be issued to all citizens and visitors to the United States.  The second way, however, may be simply through an update of a card that is already in your wallet.

Larry Ellison argued in his Congressional testimony that this a new national id card will be given to every citizen and every visitor that enters into the United States legally.  Visitor to the United States will to be expected to carry the card as long as they travel in the country.  The card could have information on each citizen including their name, age, address, medical records, banking and credit information, FBI files, retinal scanner, finger prints, crimes they have committed, etc.  According to Abcnews.com January 14, 2002 this information would be held by a computer chip in inside the new national id smart card. It would connect police and FBI databases and criminals would be brought to justice.  

Many members of congress agree. According to The USA today January 22, 2002, Congressperson Dick Durbin and others have proposed that funding should be used to create a ID card with such features as fingerprint, Palm print, iris scan, face scan and DNA data.  In fact, the justice Department and general services administration have already begun to work on a national ID which would include such security features as digitized finger prints, and encoded magnetic strips.

According to the Hartford Courant, January 27, 2002, many in the federal government believe, however, that forcing Americans to have a separate national ID card would cause problems with both conservatives and liberals; so, therefore many believe that adding to the drivers license would be an excellent alternative.  The new version of the driver's license would have additional features such as a thumbprint and a retinal image.  Information would be sealed in the bar code.  Only special card readers would be able to decipher what is on the card. 

Furthermore, many members of congress would also like to link together many state and federal agencies such as immigration and notarization services, social security administration, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Motor Vehicle offices in each state and perhaps even the FBI to create information sharing.  If this driver's license based version of the national ID were to happen, the Seattle Times on January 17 says that the American Association of Motor Vehicles would request $100 million dollars to create this national identification system, link the databases together and put the additional information on the drivers licenses.

So what would the benefits of a national ID card be?  The benefits are two-fold.  Besides the obvious help in prevention of future terrorist attacks, a national ID card would first, reduce the ability for individuals to create false identification, and second, provide travel and medical benefits.

According to the Christian Science Monitor, January 14, 2002 these new Id cards will be more tamper proof the current ID’s.  It is much harder to counterfeit a retinal scan or a fingerprint.  Sorry kids, no more fake id's.  Issuing a new tamperproof id will take nothing away from law-abiding citizens but would hinder criminals—and possibly teens on late night beer runs. Moreover, the Christian Science Monitor goes on to say that a bank teller in Virginia may have no idea what a drivers license from California looks like to know if it is fake or not.  A national ID card would help stop this.  Also, by linking the state-to-state databases, it would be harder for a known sex offender in another state to get a job in a childcare center

Some people like John Downing of the Toronto Sun, October 14, 2001 are willing to give some of their DNA and get a national ID card if only to speed up lines at the airport.  The national ID card could aid in identifying bodies easier after a serious crash or could help to solve crimes.  Additionally, putting medical histories on the card could prevent deaths by telling a doctor about an allergy or persisting condition before they give treatment to an unconscious patient.

In defense of national ID's, Larry Ellison contends that credit card companies already have much of our most personal data information on file including name, address, income, and sources of income, travel destinations. Americans are walking paper trails.  If people trust in credit card companies to know such information then how much more trustworthy is Uncle Sam in comparison to credit card companies. 

Well, that's precisely the problem, argue many opponents of the national ID card.  We can see two major lines of argumentation against the national ID card.  The first and most obvious is that it is an invasion of privacy.  Secondly, many argue that the ID would provide Americans with a false sense of security.

According to PC Magazine December 11 2001, when Ronald Regan heard the idea in his presidency he first called the national id card the “mark of the beast”.  The Hartford Courant October 31, 2001 compares the idea behind the new national id card to 20th century Europe and Hitler and the requirements to carry around papers.  The Nazis used to keep track of everywhere their people went.  The Nazis used the papers to assemble a national database.  In the wrong hands and with the advancement of today's technology, many believe we are flirting with a slippery slope of disaster.

According to Kate Corrigan legislative council for the American civil liberties union, in her congressional Testimony, November 16, 2001, she believed that the national id card would ultimately give many people a false since of security and would take resources away from more productive safe guard measures. The cards will cost at least 4 billion to set up the system.   Since September 11, there has been an outcry for more security but the national ID card would not be the answer.  No id can tell a person’s intent.  There would be a greater demand for falsified national ID cards, from both internal and external sources.  Many people have already been caught doing this with state licenses—including DMV employees.  What would prevent national ID card employees and companies from doing the same?  And is the ID card a magic defense against terrorists? The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel January 14, 2001, The Government can not stop the 8 million illegal immigrants who entered the USA in the past decade, how will a national id stop terrorist from entering illegally.  

In conclusion, we need to understand that the national ID card debate comes down to the 4th amendment—which is the right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures.  Larry Ellison and other in favor of the National ID card believe that such a card would provide for our safety and would not violate the 4th amendment.  The opponents, as we have learned, would beg to differ.  So do we, as Americans want a national ID card?  At this point it is unclear whether the disadvantages mitigate the potential benefits.  We just need to be aware of ID developments, and be ready to possibly take action if our Hello Kitty super-secret membership details are included on an all-encompassing National ID. 

