“I Have A Dream”

Reflection Essay

One of the most famous speeches in history is Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have A Dream” speech.  Dr. King spoke these words on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in the summer of 1963.  But what makes this speech one of the greatest in history?  What public speaking strategies did Dr. King use to make this speech a success?  The video titled “I have a dream” walks us through Dr. King’s speech, circumstances surrounding it, the presentation of it, and the words that inspired America.

This reflection essay will be one to two pages, double spaced, typed, with one inch margins.  Use Times New Roman 12 point font.  Remember to check your grammar and use spell check.  A hard (written) copy of the speech is located on page 448 in your text book.  The essay should answer the following questions:

1. Why is the context of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s (MLKJ) speech important?

2. What did MLKJ accomplish by using delivery strategies?  (rhythm, sound, repetition etc.)

3. Look at the structure of the speech (introduction, body, and conclusion), what strategies does MLKJ use?

4. Why do you think this speech is considered one of the greatest speeches in history?

5. What did you learned from this video?
