Mapping

Purpose: 

To help participants learn a technique to aid in selecting a topic for public presentations.

Equipment/materials needed: 

Dry erase board/dry erase markers (or chalkboard/chalk). Optional*: candy (or some other items such as beans, beads, Post-It Notes, etc.), small Dixie-type cups.

Time: 

Approximately 15 minutes (will vary depending on number of students and/or number of rounds that are conducted).

Procedure:

1-(Optional*) Distribute candy (or beans, beads, Post-It notes, etc.) in a cup to each student. How many candies depends on how many rounds you want to do. If using Post-Its, cups may be omitted.

2-Write the name of a broad topic, such as “animals,” in the middle of the board.

3-Brief students on rules:


• Only one person may speak at a time


• Each student must exhaust her or his supply of candy/beans/Post-Its, though 


  students can “pass” during a round if need be


• Be creative (encourage them to get wild and crazy!)


• Do not evaluate or judge any responses


• Do not censor own thoughts

4-In a “round robin” fashion, call on each student to “brainstorm” a sub-topic that they feel is related to the main topic or other sub-topics on the board.

5-Continue until each student has exhausted his or her supply of candy/beans/Post-Its.

 When finished, the board will be quite full. There will in all likelihood be several sub-topics that have nothing to do with the original broad topic. This is desirable, as this is the goal of the activity.

*This step is optional, as this activity can easily be performed without candy. The advantage of using the candy is to encourage, in a non-threatening manner, those students who may have communication apprehension.

As an optional “part two” to this exercise, small groups (4-5 students) may be formed with each group doing their own mapping on a broad topic of their choosing. They then, via consensus, choose a topic and then develop specific purpose statements, thesis statements, main points, outlines, etc., as group activities in subsequent class sessions.
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