INITIAL ENCOUNTER ACTIVITY

 PURPOSE:  to introduce students to the skills and issues surrounding “first encounters” 

                     or meeting someone for the first time.

 PROCEDURE:  Students will work in groups for all of the following items:

1.  Initial encounters will often fail or succeed on the basis of small, subtle communication   

     signals.  In many instances these signals are unintentional.  Think back to some of your     

     first encounters with other people.  Give examples of:

      a.  Three behaviors that subtly suggested the person was interested in speaking to you.

      b   Three behaviors that subtly signaled the person was not very interested in further   

           conversation.

2.  One way of generating conversation with someone you don’t know is to make reference  

       to something in your immediate environment, i.e. someone or something that is right   

       around you.  Suppose you are meeting someone for the first time in this classroom.    

       Give three examples of statements you could make that would illustrate this technique.

3. Anybody can talk about the weather, but 99% of the time it is really boring.  People   

      resort to talking about it because it is a familiar topic which almost anyone will have  

      something to say.  Think of three other subject matters you could bring up which 

      are still universal but that are not quite so bland.  For each topic indicate what statement   

      you would make to initiate the subject.

4. Each of us has many interesting facets to our lives.  It is often difficult, however, to bring   

      these things up in an initial conversation.  A main reason for this is that no one wants to 

      appear to be bragging or self-absorbed.  For instance, it would sound rather conceited to  

      say, “Hi my name is Jim.  I am really good at golf.”  What is your recommendation for  

      bringing up such subject matters about yourself without appearing to do so in a 

      deliberate, self-serving manner?  Give three specific examples of the things you would      

      say.

