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Examples of APA (American Psychologist Association) Style Referencing
(Required when quoting sources – this is how to avoid plagiarism)

Cite IN PAPER rules:
1.) One Author:

Key (1983) has argued that the placement of women in print advertisement is subliminally important.

As Briggs (1970) observed, parents play an important role in building their children’s self-esteem because “children value themselves to the degree that they have been valued.” (p. 14).

2.) Author named in parentheses:
One study has found that only 68% of letters received by editors were actually published (Renfro, 1979, p. 332).

3.) Two Authors:
Murphy and Orkow (1985) reached somewhat different conclusions by designing a study that was less dependent on subjective judgment than were previous studies.

A recent study that was less dependent on subjective judgment resulted in conclusions somewhat different from those of previous studies (Murphy & Orkow, 1985).

4.) Three to Five Authors:
Belenky, Clinchy, Goldberger, and Tarule (1986) have suggested that many women rely on observing and listening to others as ways of learning about themselves first citation
From this experience, observed Belenky et al. (1986), women learn to listen to themselves think, a step towards self-expression.  Subsequent first citation per paragraph thereafter
5.) Six or more authors:
As Mueller, et al. (1980) demonstrated, television holds the potential for distorting and manipulating consumers as free-willed decision makers.

If two references with six or more authors shorten to the same form, cite the surnames of the first authors and of as many of the subsequent authors as necessary to distinguish the two references, followed by a comma and et al.  For example, suppose you have entries for the following references:


Kosslyn, Koenig, Barrett, Cave, Tang, and Gabrieli (1996)


Kosslyn, Koenig, Gabrieli, Tang, Marsolek and Daly (1996)

In text you would cite them, respectively, as 


Kosslyn, Koenig, Barrett, et al. (1996) and Kosslyn, Koenig, Gabrieli, et al. (1996).

6.) Organization as author:
First citation (Centers for Disease Control [CDC], 1990)

Later citation (CDC, 1990)

7.) Unknown author:
The school profiles for the county substantiated this trend (Guide to Secondary Schools, 1983).

8.) Authors with the same last name:
G. Jones (1984) conducted the groundbreaking study of retroviruses.

9.) Two or more sources in the same citation:
List sources by different authors in alphabetical order by author’s last name, separated by semicolons:  (Chodorow, 1978; Gilligan, 1982).  List works by the same author in chronological order, separated by commas:  (Gilligan, 1977, 1982).

10.) Specific parts of a source:
Montgomery (1988, Chap. 9) argued that his research yielded the opposite results.

11.) Personal Communication:
J.J. Morin (personal interview, October 14, 1990) supported with new evidence the claims made in her article.

The reference/Sources/Bibliography Page Itself:

For the Human Communication Studies department, title your reference page as “References,” underlined and centered at the top of the first page of the references section of your paper.  Each entry must be formatted as a “hanging indent” type paragraph.  Examples of how to format your references are as follows:
1.) One author:

Lightman, A. (1983).  Einstein’s dreams. New York: Warner Books.

2.) Two or More authors:
Newcombe, F., Ratcliff, G. (1978). Defining females: The nature of women in society.  New York: Wiley.

3.) Organization as author:

Institute of Financial Education. (1983). Income property lending.  Homewood, IL: Dow Jones-Irwin.

4.) Unknown author:

National geographic atlas of the world. (1988). Washington, DC: National Geographic Society.

5.) Editor:

Solomon, A.P. (Ed.) (1980). The prospective city.    Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

6.) Selection in a book with an editor:

West, C. (1992).  The postmodern crisis of the black intellectuals. In L. Grossberg, C. Nelson, & P. Theichler (Eds.), Cultural studies (pp. 689-705). New York: Routledge.

7.) Edition other than the first:

Kohn, M.L. (1977).  Class and conformity:  A study in values (2nd ed.).  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

8.) Articles in a reference work:
Ochs, E. (1989).  Language acquisition.  In International encyclopedia of communications (Vol. 2, pp. 390-393).  New York: Oxford University Press.

9.) Government document:

U.S. Bureau of the Census. (1975). Historical statistics of the United States, colonial times to 1870.  Washington, DC:  U.S. Government Printing Office.
10.) Article in a magazine:
Gralla, P.  (1994, April).  How to enter cyberspace.  PC Computing. 60-62.

11.) Article in a newspaper:

Browne, M.W. (1988, April 26).  Lasers for the battlefield raise concern for eyesight. New York Times, pp. C1, C8.

12.) Editorial or letter to the editor:
Russell, J.S. (1994, March 27).  The language instinct [Letter to the editor].  New York Times Book Review, 27.

13.) Unsigned article:
What sort of person reads Creative Computing? (1985, August).  Creative Computing 8, 10.
14.) Published interview:
McCarthy, E. (1968, December 24).  [Interview with Boston Globe Washington staff].  Boston Globe, p. 27.

15.) Electronic sources:

Electronic reference formats recommended by the American Psychological Association.  (2000, October 12).  Retrieved October 23, 2000, from http://www.apa.org/journals/webref.html
Eid, M., & Langeheine, R. (1999).  The measurement of consistency and occasion specificity with latent class models.  Psychological Methods, 4, 100-116, Retrieved November 19, 2000, from the PsycARTICLES database.

16.) Video sources:

Rohm, R. (1997).  How to understand yourself and others personality insights video seminar.  Altanta, GA: InterNET Services Corporation.

