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RTVF 425 Advanced Video Production, Spring 2003
This syllabus complies with University Policy Statement (UPS) 300.004 “Policy on Course Outlines.”

[image: image1.wmf]1. FACULTY INFORMATION
Instructor: Edward J. Fink, Ph.D.


Office: CP-460-17

Phone: 714-278-5399

E-mail: efink@fullerton.edu

Office hours: Wednesday 3-5p

2. COURSE INFORMATION
Course: RTVF 425, Advanced Video Production, section 1, schedule 17313
Meets: Thursday, 1:00-5:15p, CP-128
Prerequisite: either RTVF 225 or RTVF 330 or equivalent
(the point is that you already know how to shoot single-camera and edit in post)
Description: Advanced theory and practice of video production. Includes advanced shooting and editing techniques. Students produce projects that may be aired on the Titan Channel and/or entered into competitions.

Text: There is no textbook for this course; instead, the instructor provides handouts for discussion, training and assignments.
Objectives and learning goals: Students who complete this course successfully will...

· demonstrate near-professional production knowledge and skills in their projects regarding sound and image acquisition and editing;

· have at least one significant crew position on a project for a demo tape;

· submit at least one team project to at least one video/film competition/festival.

3. GRADING POLICY
Breakdown:
Pencil Story Project

10%

(Storyboard = 05)
(Video = 05)
Exam



20
Semester Project

60

(Proposal = 10)
(Video = 50)

In-Studio Project

10
Total



100%

Exams: The exam is in class on the seventh week (March 20). It covers the discussion and lab topics from the first six weeks. It consists of fill-in-the-blank and short essay questions. It is worth 20 percent of your grade. The purpose of the exam is to ensure that you have the necessary foundation to complete successfully your semester projects during the remainder of the semester.
Make up policy: Assignments are due on the dates indicated unless extenuating circumstances – approved by the instructor – require an extension.

Required materials and equipment: Students may use the cameras and equipment, as well as the Final Cut Pro editing suites, of the Department of Radio-TV-Film. Students with access to outside cameras, equipment and editing may also produce their work with that equipment. Students are responsible for purchasing their own videotapes, which are available at the Titan bookstore and other places.

Penalties for academic dishonesty: According to University Policy Statement (UPS) 300.021, “Academic dishonesty includes such things as cheating, inventing false information or citations, plagiarism, and helping someone else commit an act of academic dishonesty. It usually involves an attempt by a student to show a possession of a level of knowledge or skill, which he/she in fact does not possess (sic).” The penalty in this course for academic dishonesty is a failing grade.

Attendance policy: Students are expected to attend every class meeting, to be on time and to stay until that day’s work is completed. For a course that meets just once a week, as is the case with this course, attendance is crucial because each weekly meeting provides content, discussions, review and/or project work necessary for successful learning.

4. CLASS ASSIGNMENTS
Ungraded quiz. On the first day of class the instructor administers a short quiz to assess students’ understanding of the basic principles of production, which are normally taught in the prerequisite class/es.

Pencil Story. This project involves teamwork in storyboarding, planning, shooting and editing a short narrative. Details are presented in class. The storyboard is 5 percent of your grade; the video itself is also 5 percent.

Semester project. This is the major project for this term. Students are placed in teams according to areas of interest (e.g., narrative, documentary). Each team writes a proposal for its project, worth 10 percent of the grade. Each team then plans, shoots, edits and submits that project, worth one-half of the final grade, or 50 percent. Details are presented in class. Students are strongly encouraged to submit their projects to video and film competitions and festivals.
In-studio project. During the last two weeks of class, the students rehearse and shoot an in-studio project in which all the semester projects are put together in a magazine format, live-on-tape. This project is 10 percent of the course grade. It allows students an opportunity to review their multiple-camera skills, and it results in a long-form project suitable for airing on the Titan cable channel.
5. EXTRA CREDIT OPTIONS
There are no extra credit options in this class.

CALENDAR OF TOPICS
1 2/06
Disc:
Intro, syllabus, policies (Claudia), quiz, discuss interests, teams, pencil story.


Cameras. Screen camera examples.

Lab:
Review camera equipment. Work on pencil storyboards.
2 2/13
Disc:
Lighting. Screen lighting examples.

Lab:
Due—pencil storyboards. Review lighting instruments. Work on pencil stories.
3 2/20
Disc:
Editing. Screen editing examples.
Lab:
Review Final Cut Pro. Work on pencil stories.
4 2/27
Disc:
Audio. Screen audio examples.


Lab:
Due—pencil stories. Review audio equipment.
5 3/06
Disc:
Plan semester projects. Hand out sample proposals. Screen sample projects.
Lab:
Work on project proposals
6 3/13
Disc:
Catch up. Review for exam.
Lab:
Due—semester project proposals
7 3/20
Disc:
Exam

Lab:
Work on projects
8 3/278
Disc:
Return exam
Lab:
Work on projects

-- 4/03
Spring recess
9 4/10
Disc:
Screen footage


Lab:
Work on projects
10 4/17
Disc:
Screen footage.

Lab:
Work on projects
11 4/24
Disc:
Comm Week events


Lab:
Work on projects
12 5/01
Disc:
Screen rough edits
Lab:
Due—semester project rough edits
13 5/08
Disc:
Prepare in-studio project assignments

Lab:
Work on projects
14 5/15
Disc:
Course evaluations, final prep for in-studio project
Lab:
Due—semester projects. Rehearse in-studio project, H-112.
15 5/22
Disc:
All lab time, meet in H-112

Lab:
In-studio project
16 5/29
2:30-4:20 or by appointment—individual meeting with instructor for final evaluation
