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Areas of Interest

· Media convergence, narrowcasting, fragmentation, backpack journalism & retrenchment 

· Media system dependency; media addiction, parasocial relationships

· MSM, New media innovations and effects

· Communication ethics

· TV & radio studio & field production

· CMC & The Digital Divide 

Education

Ph.D., in Communication 

University of Missouri-Columbia (2004)

Master of Arts in Communication/Mass Communication

Central Missouri State University (1998)

Bachelor of Science in Broadcasting and Film

Minor in Theatre Arts 

Central Missouri State University (1996)

Teaching

Assistant Professor of Communications (8/07-present)

California State University-Fullerton

Assistant Professor of Communication (8/03-8/07)

University of Central Missouri-Warrensburg

Assistant Professor of Mass Communication (8/99-8/03) 

Missouri Valley College, Marshall, Missouri 

Adjunct Instructor of Communication (8/97-8/99)

Central Missouri State University, Warrensburg, Missouri 

Courses Taught  
California State University-Fullerton (8/07-present)


Writing for Mass Media

Reporting for Mass Media II

Radio News Production


TV News Production


Tutorial COMM 496

University of Central Missouri (8/03-8/07)


Intro to Mass Communication


Foundations of Broadcasting


Media Literacy 


Broadcast Copywriting 


Video Production I


Audio Production II


Senior Capstone

Special Project


Special Topic


Practicum 


Internship Advisor


Thesis research


Assessment Coordinator 

Missouri Valley College (8/99-8/03) 


Intro to Mass Communication


Intro to Broadcasting

Radio Production 


Advanced Radio Production


TV Production 


Advanced TV Production


Writing for Broadcast


Special Project


Internship Advisor


Assessment Coordinator 

Central Missouri State University (8/97-8/99) 

Audio Production and Performance 


Broadcast Copywriting  

Professional Experience

Employer: KMVC-FM 91.7

Position: General Manager

Location: Marshall, Missouri

Dates: 8/99-8/03

Responsibilities: Was responsible for the daily operations of the station to include staffing, traffic, programming (music & news), FCC compliance, engineer coordination, and public relations.  Underwent successful unannounced FCC inspection. 

Employer: MVC-TV, Channel 10

Position: General Manager

Location: Marshall, Missouri

Dates: 8/99-8/03

Responsibilities: Was in charge of the daily operations of the studio to include staffing, programming (both live & recorded), FCC compliance, engineer coordination, and public relations.

Employer: KCMW-FM 90.9 & 104.9 

Position: Operator/Producer

Location: Warrensburg, Missouri

Dates: 6/94-8/99

Responsibilities: Was involved in all aspects of daily operation for this 100,000-watt station, to include on-air announcing, programming (i.e., music, Morning Edition, All Things Considered), copywriting, and production (i.e., news, features, PSA’s, promos, & underwriting).  I also hosted the acclaimed program Desert Island Pics. 

Employer: KLRQ-FM 96.1

Position: Faculty Internship

Location: Clinton, Missouri

Dates: 6/00-8/00

Responsibilities: Observed daily operations to include news copywriting, on-air announcing, and station management.  Reviewed and assessed the public inspection file.

Employer: Freelance

Position: Announcer

Location: Warrensburg, Missouri

Dates: 6/94-present

Responsibilities: Have done numerous vocal announcements for political spots, PR ads, and corporate videos.  I have also done several vocal liners, community calendar, and on-air appearances for KMOS-TV, Sedalia/Warrensburg MO.

Employer: US Army

Position: Specialist 

Location: Fort Carson, Colorado 

Dates: 7/91-10/93, Honorable Veteran 

Responsibilities: Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) 

Scholarship 

Recent Video Productions

Production Title: OC Insight (Weekly studio/field combo for KCET-Orange)

Dates: (April 2008)

Position: Producer

Production Title: Crossed Wires (Documentary)
Dates: (2007) 

Position: Producer, Director, Cinematographer, Editor
Production Title: America’s Mountain: Backpacking Pike’s Peak Colorado
Dates: (Promotional video in post-production)

Position: Producer, Director, Cinematographer

Former Video Productions

Production Titles:
The Student Lounge (recorded/studio)

Hook-ups (recorded/studio)

The Valley Buzz (recorded/field) 

Dialogue 2000: An Evaluation of Clinton’s Presidency 

(live/studio)

Community Impact of the Latino/Hispanic Immigration 

(live/studio)

Annual Marshall Chamber of Commerce Auction (live/studio)

We Know Sports (recorded/studio)

Dates: (8/99-8/03)

Position: Executive Producer 

Publications

Foster, B. M. (under review).  The evolutionary nature of science.  Education Resources 

Information Center, Lanham, MD.

Foster, B. M. (2008).  Sesame Street: The root of television dependency.  Proceedings 

of the Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities, USA, ISSN# 1541-5899, pp. 576-597.

Foster, B. M. (2007). Debate in the classroom: A means to an educational end.  In 

Karukstis, K. K, & Elgren, T. (Eds.), Designing and sustaining a 
research-supportive curriculum: A compendium of successful practices (pp. 109-112). Washington, DC: Council on Undergraduate Research. 

Foster, B. M. & Smith, M. A. (2007).  An analysis of interpersonal relationships 

and computer-mediated communication. Proceedings of the Hawaii International 

Conference on Arts and Humanities, USA, ISSN# 1541-5899, pp. 1695-1713.

Foster, B. M. (2006).  The influence of professional wrestling on men’s 

perception of women.  Proceedings of the Hawaii International Conference on 

Arts and Humanities, USA, ISSN# 1541-5899, pp. 1867-1880.

Foster, B. M. (2005).  Individual media system dependency come of age: The 


digital ripple effect.  In Bihlmeyer, J. (Ed.), Issues in media theory: The MBEA 

monograph (pp.  ).  Columbia, MO: Missouri Broadcast Educators Association. 

Foster, B. M. & Smith, M. A. (2005).  Television and its impact on family 


communication: A literature review for the family communication educator.  


In Bihlmeyer, J. (Ed.), Issues in media theory: The MBEA monograph (pp.  ).  

Columbia, MO: Missouri Broadcast Educators Association. 
Foster, B. M. (2004).  Understanding media system dependency in the information age: 


The digital ripple effect. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of 


Missouri-Columbia. 

Foster, B. M. (1997).  Audio production & performance for the broadcast educator:

An annotated bibliography. Clearinghouse on Reading, English, and 

Communication, Indiana University. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service 

No. ED 416522)

Presentations

Foster, B. M. (2008, April).  Radio news in a convergent world.  Presentation made at the 

meeting of the JEA/NSPA National High School Journalism Convention, Anaheim, CA.

Foster, B. M. (2008, March).  Crossed Wires.  Video documentary presented at the 

meeting of the Society for the Interdisciplinary Study of Social Imagery, Colorado Springs, CO.

Foster, B. M. (2008, January).  Sesame Street: The root of television dependency. Paper 

presented at the meeting of the Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities, Honolulu, HI.

Foster, B. M. (2007, November). Keeping radio meaningful in a media convergent world.  

Presentation made at the meeting of the Journalism Association of Community 

Colleges, Fullerton, CA.

Foster, B. M. (2007, March). Broadcast service learning.  Poster session presented at 

the 2007 Community Service Learning Showcase, Warrensburg, MO.

Foster, B. M. (2007, February). Fire them up: Using debate in the classroom to improve 

learning.  Paper presented at the 2007 Teaching Renewal Conference, 

Columbia, MO.

Foster, B. M. & Smith, M. A. (2007, January).  An analysis of interpersonal relationships 

and computer-mediated communication. Paper presented at the meeting of 

the Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities, Honolulu, HI.

Cox, E. S., Cunconan, T. M., Floyd, J. J., Geiger, W. L., Rogers, J., & Foster, B. M. 

(2006, November).  Addressing hate speech in a rural/suburban middle school.  

Panel presented at the meeting of the National Communication Association, 

San Antonio, TX.

Foster, B. M. (2006, October). Radio PSA’s for big brothers, big sisters of Johnson 

County.  Poster session presented at the Homecoming 2006 Service Showcase 

(Third Place Winner), Warrensburg, MO.

Foster, B. M. & Underwood, D. (2006, September).  Everybody wins with successful 

service learning.  Presentation made at the meeting of Missouri Campus 

Compact, Osage Beach, MO.

Foster, B. M. (2006, April). The exemplars of assessment for broadcast media majors. 

Poster session presented at the annual University of Central Missouri  

Assessment Showcase, Warrensburg, MO.

Foster, B. M. (2006, March). Magazines, videos, and the internet: How sexual media 

messages influence masculinity. Presentation made to the Men and Masculinity 

course at University of Central Missouri, Warrensburg, MO.

Foster, B. M. (2006, January).  The influence of professional wrestling on men’s 

perception of women.  Paper presented at the meeting of the Hawaii International 

Conference on Arts and Humanities, Honolulu, HI. 

Foster, B. M. (2005, June).  Individual media system dependency come of age: The 


digital ripple effect.  Paper presented at the meeting of the Missouri Broadcast 

Educators Association Scholarly Research Conference, Kansas City, MO. 

Foster, B. M. & Smith, M. A. (2005, June).  Television and its impact on family 


communication: A literature review for the family communication educator.  


Paper presented at the meeting of the Missouri Broadcast Educators Association 

Scholarly Research Conference, Kansas City, MO. 

Smith, M. & Foster, B. M. (2002, November).  John Edward’s credibility: How a 

medium uses television to persuade.  Paper presented at the meeting of the 

National Communications Association, New Orleans, LA.  
Foster, B. M. (2002, April).  The process of habitual television viewership.  Paper 

presented at the meeting of the Central States Communication Association, 

Milwaukee, WI.

Service

Judge: JACC Spring 2008 contest, Broadcast/Video Journalism and Portfolio categories

Review Manuscripts for the Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities 

(2006-present)

Committees

Radio, TV, News Association (RTNA) of Los Angeles Internship Committee (1/08-present)

Future Directions Committee (8/07-present)

Special Projects Committee (8/07-present) 

Recognition 

Professional Associations

Society of Professional Journalists 2006-present

Western States Communication Association 2007-present 
Broadcast Education Association 2006-present

The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 2006-present

National Broadcasting Society 


Faculty Advisor for the UCM Chapter 2003-2007

Sigma Tau Delta, National English Honorary Fraternity 2000-present
Grants and Budgets

I have written and received several small equipment grants and am willing to pursue larger endeavors. 

I have worked on and approved several production budgets both large and small.  I have experience producing with a small budget. 

Pertinent Software Skills

Final Cut Pro, Adobe Audition, Audacity, Adobe Premiere, Dreamweaver, SPSS, Loopology & Microsoft Suite
Mac and PC capable 

Summit the Mountain: A Teaching Philosophy

By

Dr. Brent M. Foster


After my most recent trek up Pike’s Peak I reaffirmed a fundamental principle about myself; that I prefer to lead rather than follow.  As the leader or guide of a mountain hike you get to set the pace, navigate the trail, and assess each accomplishment.  The guide gets to point out each new vista or natural wonder, and enjoy the reactions of his fellow hikers.  To guide is vastly rewarding, particularly upon reaching the summit and accomplishing the individual and collective goals.


I have successfully carried this “guide philosophy” into the classroom.  In my classes I attempt to meet the students on their level and then steer them through the material.  I avoid traditional lecturing, and by guiding the students through a body of knowledge, a mutual respect is established.  I use class time to reflect industry expectations and I incorporate research and theory into the hands-on application. 

I feel that it is my responsibility as a teacher to utilize techniques that create hands-on opportunities for students and represent real-world scenarios.  In my experience students learn better when they are producing projects that will be used on the student radio station or must be submitted for state and national awards.  These forms of curriculum interaction give the student education and experience at the same time.  I want all of my students to succeed and by using their materials in functional ways they develop a sense of pride and accomplishment.


Students learn by doing.  If a student walks away from an educational institution with a diploma in hand, but no real experience in doing, that student has cheated himself.  I strive to get each student involved in actual forms of media throughout their educational career.  By developing an industry-rounded student, with an understanding of media theory, I have increased his or her chances of landing a job.  In media the “piece of paper” only means so much.  It is the education and the experience that counts; and that is what I attempt to promote as a teacher.

In the media industry everything revolves around timing.  For this reason I am very particular with my students regarding deadlines, due dates, and simply being on time for class.  I do not consider this to be rigid or contradictory.  In fact, by establishing a level of responsibility about timing within my students I have greatly improved their survival potential in the industry.

By limiting parameters and encouraging exploration through projects and assignments I have been able to cultivate responsible and creative media scholars.  Students notoriously want to know: what, how long, why, and when.  By giving the student responsibility and creative freedom the quality of student/teacher interaction goes up, and thus the end product is improved.  At first most students resist this philosophy simply because they always want to strive for the “right answer”.  My being flexible is important so that students actively pursue the goal.  I can only guide them; success or failure rests on their shoulders.  My gratification comes when I see a student summit the mountain and take in the fresh-air that is accomplishment.  
